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Dear Reader
Other than inside the pages of my own stamp album (a place which is, of
course, much more important than what most people consider to be ‘the real
world’), I have to admit to not being the best organised person around—just
ask my wife!
However, one thing which I do manage to do, most of the time, is to keep
separate my twin pleasures (or sometimes, tasks) of editing this magazine and
the Stanley Gibbons Catalogue.
Only at this time of year, as the next edition of ‘Part 1’ goes through its final
checks before being sent off to the printer, do I find it difficult to consider
either job in isolation. I hope, therefore, that you will not mind this month’s
‘Dear Reader’ having a slightly catalogue-oriented slant.
When I started collecting British Commonwealth over 50 years ago, I was one
of many, many thousands, for whom ‘Part 1’ was the annual guide. Today, as
collecting becomes more and more specialised, I find myself in a minority
and people I meet express surprise that I still attempt to collect such a wide
field.
For those collectors who concentrate on Australia, Mauritius or Ceylon,
Stanley Gibbons now produce a range of 22 ‘Commonwealth Country
Catalogues’, with predominantly yellow covers, and these have proved extremely
popular, listing each country’s stamps right up to the present day, while ‘Part 1’
now closes at the end of 1970.
The only problem is that these smaller catalogues are published roughly
every two-to-five years, so at a time when the market is active, as it is at present
for most Commonwealth stamps, they can quickly become out of date, as far as
the prices are concerned.
The current Indian Ocean catalogue was published in 2006, but you will be
shocked to discover that, when you empty your piggy bank and go down to the
Strand to buy SG 1 and 2 of Mauritius, the £1 million which you have saved up
will now only buy you the 1d. ‘Post Office’ stamp, whereas five years ago it would
have bought both of them!
So, how do we provide the more specialised collector with the regular price
updates which we can still provide for the ‘all-Commonwealth’ man—or woman.
The only answer seems to be via an electronic version of the catalogue—and we
are busy working towards having this available. But feedback from those who

REGULAR FEATURES
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complete the questionnaires in the existing, printed, catalogues, suggest that
the vast majority of us want them to stay that way.
I really don’t know what form the Stanley Gibbons Catalogue will take in ten
or 20 years time—but I am confident that SG will continue to provide us with
the catalogues we want—it’s up to us to make it clear just what that is!
Just as I ask catalogue users to give me their thoughts via a questionnaire, I
am frequently asked, as editor of Gibbons Stamp Monthly, how I view the future of
the magazine and, in particular, when I think it will move from a print-on-paper
product to an electronic one. I always tick the ‘more than ten years’ box (always
the longest option), but it seems that most magazine editors think it will happen
a lot sooner that that for their titles.
This may be a reaction to the fact that magazine sales, generally have fallen
sharply during the current recession and some are either closing altogether or
going ‘online’ only.
The good news is that GSM’s sales have definitely gone against this trend
and have, in fact, been increasing in recent months, so the future for this
magazine seems healthy. We are grateful to you for ‘sticking with us in these
difficult times’ and, for our part, will continue to strive to bring you the most
informative, entertaining and best value stamp magazine anywhere.
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page 194
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Centenary of the
first aerial post
celebrated at
The British Postal
Museum & Archive

To celebrate the centenary of
Britain’s first aerial post, The
British Postal Museum & Archive
(BPMA) will refresh its Treasures
of the Archive exhibition to
include exclusive items from the
event.
One of the highlights of
the updated exhibition, which
opens to the public on Friday 9
September—exactly 100 years to
the day since Britain’s first aerial
post took to the air, will be the
striking 1911 poster which was
designed to promote the flight.
This poster also forms the basis
of Royal Mail’s new miniature
sheet, with the presentation
pack written by BPMA Philatelic
Curator, Douglas Muir.
Other exhibits will include
the original artwork for
commemorative postcards and
envelopes carried on the flight,
as well as the postcard addressed
from the pilot, Gustav Hamel,
to the Postmaster General. The
original handstamps from both
Hendon and Windsor will also be
on display.
Douglas Muir, Curator,
Philately at the BPMA
commented, ‘Today we take air
travel and transport for granted.
It is almost unbelievable that it
is only 100 years since its debut,
with extraordinarily flimsy
machines and excited crowds.
The BPMA has a fascinating
collection of objects and records
relating to airmail, and I am
delighted to have a selection of
them on show in this exhibition.’
To commemorate the
anniversary, an A5-sized postcard
depicting the 1911 Aerial poster
will be available to buy. The
postcard is being produced in
a numbered limited edition
of 200. A brand new postcard
pack featuring airmail-themed
images will also be produced.
The postcards will be available
from the end of August. More
information can be found on
the BPMA website (http://shop.
postalheritage.org.uk).
G.S.M. September 2011

Marvellous multiples
at Sotheby’s
A highlight of the sale – the
unique mint block of four
1927 De Pinedo 60c. airmail
stamps of Newfoundland

Sotheby’s will be auctioning a
unique GB and Empire collection
containing only mint blocks of
four or larger multiples. The
extensive collections, compiled
by the late Lord Steinberg, will
be sold over two auctions at
the company’s London auction
rooms in September.
The first sale, which takes
place on 6–8 September,
comprises of British Empire
mint multiples; the second sale,
which will take place on the 21
September, will feature Great
Britain mint multiples exclusively.
Over the course of his life,
Lord Steinberg, who was the
founder of the Stanley Leisure
chain of casinos and betting

shops, assembled an impressive
33-album collection, with
each item on a separate page
meticulously written-up by a
skilled calligrapher. Together, the
sales will feature 2068 lots and
the collection is estimated in the
region of £4 million.
One of the highlights of the
sale is a unique mint block of
the 1927 De Pinedo airmail 60c.
from Newfoundland (estimated
at £120,000-150,000). The stamps
commemorate the 1927 flight to
Italy from Newfoundland by the
Marchese Francesco de Pinedo,
one of the leading pioneer
aviators and is among the rarest
20th-century British Empire
blocks.

RPSL to exhibit at MonacoPhil 2011
In addition to material from the Collection of Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth II, the MonacoPhil 2011 exhibition, which takes place
on 2–4 December 2011, will feature a key display from The Royal
Philatelic Society London. More than 75 frames will be shown from
the society’s own collections—the largest exhibition of the Society’s
material ever shown together in one place.
Society members will also be providing more than 40 exhibits and
displays in an exhibition largely devoted to the philately of the United
Kingdom and former colonies. In addition, 100 rarities belonging to
His Serene Highness Prince Albert II of Monaco and to members of
the Club de Monte-Carlo, will also be shown.
For further details on the event and the exhibitions, visit the official
MonacoPhil website www.monacophil.eu

Historic USPS site
named as one of
3700 post offices
facing closure

The United States Postal
Service has listed 3700 post
offices across the country
that have been earmarked
for potential closure. The
figure represents about
11 per cent of the USPS’s
retail outlets, which employ
around 4500 staff.
Amongst the list of sites
under threat is one of
America’s oldest and most
significant post offices. The
small office, situated in
Philadelphia, was opened
by Benjamin Franklin,
America’s first Postmaster
General and one of the
Founding Father of the
United States, in 1775. The
site, which was also Franklin’s
home, was established as a
post office on 26 July 1775;
on 26 July 2011, exactly
236 years to the day later,
it received the news of its
potential closure.

In a statement released
alongside the list of
sites under threat, USPS
Postmaster General, Patrick
Donahoe, outlined his
vision of a ‘smaller, leaner
and more competitive’
service, which will ‘continue
to drive commerce, serve
communities and deliver
value.’
According to the
statement, many of the
closed offices will be replaced
with what the USPS describes
as ‘Village Post Offices’.
The new outlets would be
operated by local businesses,
such as pharmacies and
shops, and would offer postal
products and services.
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Thematic winners at
Midpex

The winners of The Friends of
Thematica competitions for
2011, which were held as part of
the Midpex exhibition on 2 July,
have been announced.
The British Thematic
Association Thematic Trophy
was won by M Humfrey for his
exhibit ‘From Mexican Flower to
Worldwide Flavour’, which tells
the story of vanilla.
The Inter-Federation Friends
of Thematica Healey & Wise
Salver went to Sussex, for
entries submitted by Grace
Davis (‘Symbols of Peace—The
Dove and Olive Branch’),
J Etherington (‘A Failed
Expedition: The BEF in France’)
and Angela Reilly (‘Olympic
Champions’).
Winners of the Barclays Cup
Competition for young collectors
were Emma Hodge (up to 8 years
old) with ‘A Scottish Time Line’;
Ffion Harries (ages 9 to 12) with
‘Mister Magnolia by Quentin
Blake’ and Claire Mitchell (ages
13 to 18) with ‘Let There Be
Light’.
The John Fosbery Thematic
Trophy, which is voted for by
visitors to the event, went to
James Dickinson with ‘Jesuit
Powder: Its Discovery, Use and
Development—The Story of
Quinine’. Second place went
to Helen Eastgate for ‘Sewing
Machines’.
The Friends of Thematica
competitions for 2012 will be
staged as part of the Scottish
Congress in Perth, which takes
place on 13–14 April.

Perforations Are Go!
Allan Grant of Rushstamps tells us that he has acquired an
imperforate example of the 2011 ‘Genius of Gerry Anderson’
miniature sheet showing the Thunderbirds (SG MS3142).
The lucky purchaser bought the sheet at Tuckton post office in
Bournemouth, but, as so often happens, did not notice the error until
some time later.
The sheet will be listed as MS3142a in the next edition of the Great
Britain Concise Catalogue and we would be interested to hear of other
examples
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Stanley Gibbons
expands into Asia

Stanley Gibbons has announced
that it will open a new office in
Hong Kong in September this
year.
The Group has been preparing
for the move since 2010,
following the growing demand in
China and other Asian countries
for rare stamps and other
premium collectibles. The Hong
Kong office will place Stanley
Gibbons in a strong position
to buy rare Chinese stamps to
satisfy increased demand both in
Britain and in Asia.
The Hong Kong office is due
to open in September, with a full
launch planned for later in the
year.

Lithuania announces
postage stamp
design competition
2012

Lithuania Post has announced
an open competition to design
the company’s stamps for 2012.
The competition is open to all
residents of Lithuania and other
countries, irrespective of their
age or qualifications. Entrants
should submit their works on
the themes announced by the
bureau, which can be found on
the Lithuania Post website www.
post.lt/en, along with more
details of the competition.
Winning designs will be issued
as stamps in the first half of 2012
with monetary prizes awarded to
the artists responsible. Entries
must be submitted to the jury
before 19 September 2011.

Guernsey Post
reports a loss

Guernsey Post has reporting an
operating loss of £900,000 for
2010/11, despite improvements
in its underlying performance.
The postal authority cites higher
charges from Royal Mail, the first
decline in bulk mail volumes for
20 years and an increased cost of
£600,000 in its pension budget as
reasons for the loss.
Richard Hemans, Finance
Director explained, ‘Although
we are announcing an operating
loss, the core performance of
the business actually improved
during the year. We made an
underlying operating profit of
£200,000, thanks to our cost
reduction initiatives and strong
performances from express
servces and mail coming into the
island for delivery.’
Guernsey Post is expecting
2011/12 to be another
difficult year, but it says it has
a clear strategy to address the
challenges.

In Brief

Rare signed sheets
to be sold in aid of
MS charity
European Commission to investigate the
government’s Royal Mail overhaul
The European Commission will
investigate to see if the coalition
government’s plan to take on
Royal Mail’s £8bn pension deficit
and restructure its £1.7bn debts
contravenes EU rules on state
aid.
The Commission said it
doubted that the plan did
enough to deal with how much it
would distort competition.
EU Competition
Commissioner, Joaquin
Almunia, said ‘The Commission
acknowledges the importance of
the reform of the postal market
in the UK. However, we must
ensure that the state measures do

not provide undue advantages to
Royal Mail as this would distort
the conditions of competition
among postal operators in the
internal market.’
However, the government
is confident that its plans for
Royal Mail are in line with EU
guidelines for rescuing firms
in difficulty. Postal Affairs
Minister, Edward Davey, said the
investigation had been expected
and was the next step in the
government’s attempts to reform
Royal Mail. ‘It is only right that
the Commission has opened the
State Aid process to properly
investigate the case,’ he said.

A pair of hard-to-find miniature
sheets are to be auctioned at
Stanley Gibbons’ December sale
to help raise funds to help find a
cure for Multiple Sclerosis.
On offer will be an example
of each of the Royal Mail 2000
and 2010 miniature sheets,
designed by Jeffery Matthews.
The designer, whose own mother
suffered from the disease and is
an avid supported of the charity,
has kindly signed each of the
sheets especially for the auction
in order to raise money to help
fund research into finding a cure
for the killer disease.
Stanley Gibbons will not be
charging its usual fees for the
sale of the miniature sheets,
which will be sold as part of their
December auction.
G.S.M. September 2011
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India gets a newimproved National
Philatelic Museum

The Department of Posts in
India has opened the doors to
a new-look National Philatelic
Museum. The improved venue,
which is located in New Delhi,
will showcase rare postage stamps
from across the world, as well as
providing a place for philatelists
to exhibit their collections.
Speaking at the opening
ceremony on 11 July, Radhika
Doraiswamy, secretary
Department of Posts, said
‘The museum will provide
an enhanced and interactive
platform for promoting philately
and will stimulate interest in
stamp collecting among children.
‘The museum attempts to
showcase the great Indian
panorama, as presented through
its postage stamps.’
The museum, which is studded
with relics, models and pictures
of postal life over the centuries,
boasts an amphitheatre for
talks and presentations, along
with an extensive philatelic
reference library. The new-look
museum has bays dedicated to
Prime Ministers of India, along
with displays on several themes
such as science and technology,
transport and wildlife.

The BPMA launches
nationwide
photography
competition

The British Postal Museum &
Archive (BPMA) is offering
amateur photographers the
chance to win two brand-new
cameras, as well as a unique
opportunity to be a part of
their upcoming photography
exhibition, through its recently
launched competition.
The competition invites
photographers to submit images
on the theme ‘the Post Office in
the UK’. A panel of judges will
select a winner in two categories;
over 16 and under 16. The
winner in the over 16 category
will receive a Nikon D3100, and
the under 16 winner will be given
a Nikon Coolpix P500, both
from Swindon-based audiovisual
retailer Sight 2 Sound. The
winners will also feature in the
BPMA’s upcoming Post Office
in Pictures exhibition, which will
take place at the Post Modern
Gallery in Swindon between 6
October and 5 November 2011.
The closing date for entries is
5.00p.m. on 9 September 2011.
More information on how to
enter can be found at the BPMA
website http://postalheritage.
org.uk
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New Cook Islands variety
discovered
The Royal Philatelic Society of New Zealand has confirmed the
discovery of a new variety for the 1921–23 2s. Cook Islands stamp.
New Zealand Queen Victoria long type postal fiscals overprinted
RAROTONGA are recorded existing on both De La Rue and
Cowan watermarked papers. ‘Until July 2011 the existence of a pair
printed on Jones paper, perf 14½×14 with sideways single NZ and
star watermark, had not been confirmed by the RPSNZ’ said John
Mowbray, managing director of New Zealand stamp auctioneers
Mowbray Collectables. This is
an unlisted variety of SG 76b
according to the certificate.
The postally used stamps
appear to have a slightly
oily RAROTONGA 14 JY 25
cancellation.
According to Mr Mowbray,
this unique pair could sell for
NZ$1000 at his 24 September
2011 public stamp auction to
be held in Wellington, New
Zealand.

Pitcairn stamps help save endangered birds
On 20 July, the Pitcairn Islands
Philatelic Bureau issued a new
set of stamps focusing on the
endemic birds of Henderson
Island—part of the Pitcairn
group of islands. A proportion
of the proceeds from the sale of
the issue will be donated to the
Royal Society for the Protection
of Birds (RSPB) to help save one
of the island’s endangered bird
species from extinction.
The rare birds featured in the
set are the Henderson Crake
Porzana atra; the Henderson
Fruit Dove Ptilinopus insularis;
the Henderson Reed Warbler
Acrocephalus taiti; the Henderson
Lorikeet Vini stephani and the
endangered Henderson Petrel
Pterodroma atreta.
Over 95 per cent of petrel
chicks on Henderson are killed by
rats within one week of hatching.
Over 25,000 chicks every year
are killed by the non-indigenous
rodents. The Pitcairn Islands
Philatelic Bureau has agreed

to donate $NZ1.00 for every
Henderson Bird set of stamps
or first day cover purchased to
help fund a £1.5–1.7m project to
eradicate the rats from the island.
Customers of the Bureau can also
donate an amount from their
standing order account by simply
ticking the appropriate box on
the order form.
Once funding has been
secured, an RSPB operational
vessel will be at Henderson,
carrying two helicopters that
will use GPS technology to
methodically drop poison rat bait
across the entire island.
Speaking in support of the
plans, natural history film-maker,
Sir David Attenborough describes
the project as ‘…an opportunity
to rid Henderson forever of
the rats and ensure the island
remains a natural jewel.’
To find out more about
the project visit the dedicated
website: www.rspb.org.uk/
hendersonisland

In Brief
New Zealand Post
2011 Children’s
Health stamps

New Zealand Post has released
the latest in its series of annual
charity stamps in aid of Children’s
Health. This year’s issue features a
collection of the country’s famous
flightless birds. The designs of the
stamps feature a Kiwi, one of New
Zealand’s national symbols (60c.);
a Kākāpō, which claims the title of
the heaviest parrot in the world
($1.20), and a colourful Takahē
bird (60c.).
Each of the stamps comes
with a 10c. surcharge which goes
directly to Te Puna Whaiora’s
seven Children’s Health Camps,
which specialise in helping
at-risk children aged five to 12
to overcome barriers to healthy
lifestyles.
All three stamps are available
as single items as well as part of a
Takahē-shaped miniature sheet.

Eggs, milk, GSM

Following a successful trial
period, Gibbons Stamp Monthly
can now be found in key stores
of supermarket giant, Tesco.
As more of us find it convenient
to buy periodicals and books
along with our weekly shop,
supermarkets have become
an ideal place to pick up our
favourite reads.
As well as Tesco, GSM can
also be found in selected stores
of Sainsbury’s, as well as more
traditional high street outlets,
such as WH Smiths and other
newsagents.

G.S.M. September 2011
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Gordon Carroll takes
over the historic
Glasgow Stamp Shop

The Glasgow Stamp Shop, which
was established in 1908 by the
late philatelic legend, William
‘Bill’ Ferris, OBE, has been
purchased by Gordon Carroll, of
Buchanan Street Stamps.
Bill ran the shop at 159 West
Nile Street until 1965, before
relocating the business to 161
Hope Street. In 1970, after
running the shop for more than
60 years, Bill, who was a long-time
member of the PTS and IFSDA,
and was a familiar face at many
Stampex exhibitions, sadly passed
away. The business was then
handed on to the next Ferris
generation—son Michael and his
wife Susan.
In 1978, The Glasgow Stamp
Shop was moved to new premises
at 7 Scott Street. In 1982, the
Ferris family sold the business
lock, stock and barrel to wellknown auction dealer, John S
MacIlwain. John and his wife,
Elspeth, kept the business going
at Scott Street until 1997. Since
then, John continued to use the
Glasgow Stamp Shop name for
future trading with past shop
clients and auction houses.
John, now in his 90th year, has
now sold the business to Gordon,
ensuring that the old philatelic
tradition that is The Glasgow
Stamp Shop continues to serve
the philatelic community. Gordon
has been trading constantly since
December 1969. He is a regular
on the London auction scene and
occasionally attends some of the
London stamp shows.

Harry Potter Magic in
Massachusetts
A stamp museum in the United
States is playing host to a
travelling exhibition of stamps
and other magical philatelic
items which have been released
to celebrate the popular Harry
Potter book and film franchise.
The award-winning exhibition,
which will take place at the
Spellman Museum of Stamps &
Postal History at Regis College
in Weston, Massachusetts, from
17 September to 5 October,
will feature real postage stamps
from numerous countries
including France, Great Britain,
the Republic of Taiwan and the
Isle of Man, all of which feature
images from the Harry Potter
books and movies.
The exhibit, which includes
over 750 stamps and other
forms of postal material, will be
in the Museum’s main gallery.
For more information visit
www.spellman.org
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US Post utilises social media to
promote stamps

In a move to raise awareness of its
stamp programme and to reach
‘diverse audiences and people of
all ages’, the United States Postal
Service offered social media users
a preview of some of the stamps
that will be issued in 2012.
Internet savvy customers
visiting the service’s Facebook
page at facebook.com/
USPSStamps, or Twitter @
USPSstamps, or on the website
Beyond the Perf at www.
beyondtheperf.com/2012preview in July, could get a
day-by-day update of the planned
issues with one new design being
announced every day.
‘Stamps reflect our American
culture, icons and lifestyles,’ said
Postal Service Executive Director
of Stamp Services, Stephen
Kearney. ‘We have stamps with

nearly every topic imaginable.
By providing a sneak peek at
next year’s stamps, we’re helping
customers find stamps that
they’re interested in and excited
about. Social media is a great way
to do that—and to make it easier
for people to share the news
about stamps of interest with
their friends.’
The first 2012 stamp to
be previewed was the Cherry
Blossom Centennial Forever
stamp, which celebrates the
100th anniversary of the gift of
3020 Japanese cherry trees from
the city of Tokyo to Washington.
Other stamps announced at the
time of writing include a stamp
honouring Tarzan author, Edgar
Rice Burroughs, and a colourful
se-tenant set of four stamps
featuring bicycles and riders.

In Brief
Australia Post
delivers for
emergency services

Australia Post has launched a
national programme with the
Australian State Emergency
Service (SES) that will see the
postal authority purchasing
replacement emergency
equipment to assist those units
most impacted by the natural
disasters earlier this year.
The collaboration was
launched by the Queensland
Minister for Emergency Services,
the Honourable Neil Roberts,
and Australia Post Managing
Director and CEO, Ahmed
Fahour.
Australia Post has committed
$600,000 to the programme.
The grants will enable the units
to purchase a range of vital
resources, including chainsaws,
flood boat motors and other
rescue equipment.

BFDC marks Arnold
Machin’s birth
centenary

Autumn Stampex
Autumn Stampex will take place from Wednesday 14 to Saturday
17 September at the Business Design Centre, Islington, London.
Stanley Gibbons will once again be showcasing a range of
catalogues, albums and accessories at the show, including the
soon-to-be launched British Commonwealth and Empire Stamps
1840–1970 and St Helena and Dependencies catalogue. Their
auctions department will also be available on stand 68 to
discuss prospective consignments. Visit www.stanleygibbons.
com/stampexvoucher to download your exclusive Stampex
discount voucher, valid for use at Autumn Stampex 2011 on our
main stand number 87 and in store at 399 Strand from 14-17
September 2011.
As well as the many dealers attending from the UK and
overseas, waiting to cater to your philatelic needs, the show also
offers a healthy selection of talks, displays and activities. On
Thursday 15 September the Royal Mail stand will be offering
a first day of issue cancellation for its new House of Hanover
stamps issued on that day, and then on Friday 16 September the
Post & Go series continues with Birds of Britain 4.
The Village Green will play host to the ABPS National
Competition with frames for traditional philately, aerophilately,
postal history and thematics, to name a few. The event will also be
showcasing a not-to-be-missed display of The Coronation Aerial
Post by Jeffrey Booth.
Children visiting the event will be well catered for by The
Stamp Active Network, who will be offering free activities for
young collectors throughout the event, as well as a fun auction on
Saturday.
The event will once again take place at the Business Design
Centre, 52 Upper Street, Islington, London. N1 0QH (near the
Angel Tube Station). Opening times are 11.30a.m to 7.00p.m. on
14 September, 10.00a.m to 6.00p.m. on Thursday and Friday, and
10.00a.m to 5.00p.m on Saturday.

British First Day Covers (BFDC)
has created a new business
customised stamp sheet to mark
the centenary of the birth of
Arnold Machin.
The sheet has been
meticulously researched with
the help of the British Postal
Museum & Archive and has been
produced with the full approval
of Royal Mail.
The images on the stamp
labels show how the Machin
definitive evolved, whilst the
sheet border depicts the Machin
head as it appears on various
postage stamp formats from the
first issue in 1967 to the latest
security printings.
More information on the
sheet can be found at www.bfdc.
co.uk, or by contacting Adrian
Bradbury: tel 0116 2705367,
email brad@bfdc.co.uk.
G.S.M. September 2011
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Historic Post Office
archives go online

History website, Ancestry.co.uk,
has teamed up with The British
Postal Museum & Archive to
present 1.5 million Post Office
employment records to an online
audience.
The Post Office Appointment
Books, 1737–1969, were originally
created to keep tally of all
employees and lists information
on worker appointments,
transfers, dismissals, resignations
and deaths. The records,
which span a 232-year period,
typically include a name, date of
appointment, grade or position
and location of work, with some
showing salaries, references or
recommendations.
Ancestry.co.uk International
Content Director Dan Jones
comments, ‘The Post Office was a
true leviathan of British industry,
at one point employing more
people worldwide than any other
company. As a result, the value of
these archives as a family history
resource is massive.’
Gavin McGuffie, Head of
Archives at The British Postal
Museum & Archive added. ‘We
see the digitisation of these
records as a crucial step in
making the rich history of the
Post Office available to everyone.’

Royal Mail submits
plans for homes

A planning application has
been submitted by Royal Mail
to create up to 1870 homes and
a new primary school at a site
in Greater London currently
occupied by an operational mail
centre.
Royal Mail has submitted
plans to redevelop the 13-acre
site in Nine Elms, east Battersea,
to provide space for new shops,
businesses, postal services, cafés,
restaurants, bars and a variety of
leisure facilities.
Planning officers have written
to residents and businesses
located nearby to ask for their
views on the proposal.

New Appointments
at Apex Philatelics

Apex Philatelics has announced
that auction expert, Colin Avery,
has joined the company in the
role of Auctions Manager.
Prior to joining Apex, Colin
was with Stanley Gibbons for
nearly 15 years, most recently
as Associate Director of their
auctions Department. Colin will
team up again with Olivia Odell,
who also recently joined Apex
Philatelics from Stanley Gibbonsowned Frasers Autographs.

Are you a member
of the stamp trade?
Never miss out on the latest news
with your copy of the leading monthly
magazine for the international philatelic
trade
June 2011
Australia 2013 stand info
Japan earthquake charity sheet • CASCO Royal Wedding series

August 2011
Aerial Post Centenary
£1m Mauritius Blue • BBC on South Georgia set

Obituary
Bernard D Harmer
Bernard Bertram Dorkin
Harmer, a pioneer in the
philatelic auction industry,
died peacefully on Friday
22 July at his home in
Yorktown Heights, New
York, USA, he was 97
years old. At the age of 17
Bernard joined his father,
Henry Revell Harmer, in
the firm H R Harmer Ltd in
London. After World War
II, in which Bernard served
as a volunteer firefighter,
he was sent to New York
City to run the New York
office of the business.
With auction offices on
three continents, Bernard handled some of the most famous
philatelic collections, including the Franklin D Roosevelt
Collection in the late 1940s.
He is survived by his three children (all of whom were active
in the family business): Alison Harmer LaCalamito (and her
husband Jack), Keith Harmer (and his wife Joan), Christopher
Harmer (and his wife Andrea) in addition to six grandchildren
and one great grandchild.
The family is planning a memorial celebration on 14 October
at the Collector’s Club, to coincide with the New York Stamp
Show. In lieu of flowers, please send donations to the Collector’s
Club of New York, 22 E 35th Street, New York, NY 10016, USA
to help spur the love of stamps and postal history in a new
generation of philatelists.

GB Newspaper Branch, 1879 A part wrapper franked 1870 1/2d cancelled by the special
oval pre-cancel used by W.H.Smith on newspapers sent direct to Euston Station for despatch
to Ireland. ................................................................................................................................ £95
GB Mailboats, 1867 1sh (wmk. spray of roses) plate 4 (perf.missing) cancelled “A95”, on
board a Cunard Line steamship, the strike is a little over-inked but is still clear & complete;
not recorded by Stanley Gibbons. ........................................................................................ £175
GB Late Fee 1879 A 1d brown p.s. postcard sent from London to Amsterdam, with additional 1d
plate number 197, each franking cancelled by L1/Mark Lane hexagonal duplex. ....................£85
GB Scotland A small cover, dated by sender 1858, sent to East Kilbride, the 1d red cancelled
“Rutherglen” type III Scots local, backstamped by similar “Blantyre Station”.������������� £250
GB Ireland 1825 An entire sent from Ballymoney to Dublin, prepaid “1/8”, with boxed
Ballymoney 118 and scroll type “Post Paid”, both in red .................................................... £85
CILICIA, 1919 A Parcel Card bearing 20pa rose-carmine (SG6) block of 8 and 5pi black &
brown (SG17) block of four, all with bilingual Adana cds, Alachehir backstamp. Some gum
stains, otherwise fine. .......................................................................................................... £175
CEYLON 1863-64 A selection of 13 stamps, watermark star rough perfs, including 1d (3, 2
on blued paper) 6d, 9d (2), 10d (4), 1s. Also 10d perf 121/2 (2). Mainly with light bar cancels.
(SG 29-38) ........................................................................................................................... £125
COLOMBIA, 1920 Private Companies issue - 10c green (cliffs & lighthouse) fine mint.
SG12 ...................................................................................................................................... £50

July 2011
Afinsa/Forum update
Gandhi stamp record price • Another Royal Wedding

FINLAND/RECOVERED MAIL 1900 A p.p.c. (coat of arms only) sent from Finland to
Sweden, the stamp lost, recovered from the wreck of the S.S. Bores which sank on 30 Dec.
Stockholm arrival cds 19.1.00, and larger size pink label “Tillhor/Angf. Bores/post”. ..... £425
PALESTINE- OTTOMAN P�O� 1898 A p.p.c. (Kaiser’s visit to Jerusalem) sent to Germany
franked 20pa, cancelled by fine “Bur. Amb. Jerusalem - Jaffa 2” (Steichele 53/04) Mannheim
arrival cds. ............................................................................................................................ £150
SAUDI ARABIA 1973 Arab Postal Union. 25th Anniversary issue, original artwork for the
10p value in watercolours, signed by the artist. Unique ..................................................... £750

For more subscription rates:
Call: 0800 611 622 (UK Freephone) or
+44 (0) 1425 472 363 (Int)
Email: subscriptions@stanleygibbons.co.uk

Strictly trade only
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Write to: Subscriptions Dept, Stanley Gibbons,
7 Parkside, Christchurch Road, Ringwood,
Hampshire BH24 3SH

4th Floor, 17 Waterloo Place, London, SW1Y 4AR
(corner of Pall Mall)

Telephone: +44 (0) 20 7930 6100
Fax: +44 (0) 20 7930 6109
Email: philatelists@argyll-etkin.com
Website: www.argyll-etkin.com
G.S.M. September 2011
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Philatelic Society news from home and abroad
Torquay & Teignbridge
Stamp Club
The Stamp and Postcard Fair organised by
the club on 25 June at St Michaels Church
Hall, Kingsteignton, Devon, was a great
success, thanks to advanced advertising and
good quality dealers with excellent stock.
This was the first time the club had held a
fair at this location, and it was anticipated
it would start slowly, but the car park filled
rapidly and dealers had broad smiles by
the end of the day. There were a lot of
collections brought in by the public and
many deals done. Many collectors found
new stamps to add to their collections.
All in all it was a very good day for the
Stamp Club, so much so that it is set to
become an annual event.
Club meetings are held at St Michael’s
Church Hall, Chudleigh Road,

Kingsteignton, TQ12 3JU. For more
information visit the society’s website: www.
wessexpf.org.uk/Torquay or contact Brian
Austin on 01626 360081.

Huddersfield Philatelic
Society

American Stamp Club of
Great Britain

Colchester Philatelic
Society

The American Stamp Club of Great Britain
will hold its 42nd Annual Convention from
30 September to 2 October at the Holiday
Inn West in Peterborough, Cambs. On
Friday there will be a group dinner, followed
by a display by members. On Saturday the
dealer and member bourse, which is open
to the public, will tale place from 9.30a.m.
to 2.00p.m. This will be followed by the club
competition, the Annual General Meeting,
and the Convention Dinner. On Sunday,
there will be additional philatelic displays by
members.
Founded in 1954, the ASC-GB is one of
the largest specialist societies in the UK.
With nearly 300 members it is the American
Philatelic Society’s largest overseas affiliate.
Club members are available to visit local
societies and give displays of USA stamps
and postal history. Anyone interested in
membership should contact the Hon.
Secretary John Edwards at 38 Carleton
Green Close, Pontefract, West Yorkshire
WF8 3NN. Telephone: 01977 793566, email:
jedwards48@toucansurf.com or visit the
club’s website www.virtualstampclub.com/
apsascgb.html

The society will be holding its annual Stamp
and Postcard fair on Saturday 29 October
2011 at Stanway Village Hall, Villa Road,
Stanway, Colchester from 10.00a.m. to
4.00p.m. There is plenty of parking and hot
and cold refreshments will be served all day.
For more information call Peter Nason on
01206 570544

Ayrshire Philatelic Society
On Saturday 1 October, the society will
be hosting the 49th Annual Congress and
Exhibition of the South-West Scotland
Philatelic Societies. The event will take
place at Prestwick Community Centre,
Caerlaverock Road, Prestwick, Ayrshire, KA9
2LD between 10.00a.m. and 4.00p.m.
For more information on the event, or
for further details on what the society has
to offer, contact Ian Barker (Secretary) on
01294 276 990.
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history, thematics, postcards and albums.
Refreshments will be available throughout
the day. For further details contact 01455
250 745.

Fleet and North Hants
Philatelic Society
The most recent meeting of the society may
have had fewer numbers but there was no
lack of enthusiasm. Ten members and one
guest turned out, but everyone, including
the guest, brought something to show. The
evening had to run to three rounds to get all
the material shown.
The letter B was the subject for the
evening and displays included, Basingstoke
Canal in Fleet, Basingstoke, Borneo, Boats
and Brigade cachets of the Australian Forces,
Barrier Reef, Blacks and Blues, and Barbuda
overprints on Leeward Islands. Francis
Kiddle proposed the vote of thanks for what
was an extremely enjoyable and heartening
evening.

Hinckley and District
Philatelic Society
The society will be holding its Annual
Fair and exhibition on Sunday 9 October
2011 at John Cleveland College, Butt lane,
Hinckley, Leicester, LE10 1LE. The fair will
take place between 10.00a.m. and 4.00p.m.
There is ample free parking and entry is
free. There will be at least 12 dealers in
attendance, selling a range of stamps, postal

The new season for the society opens on 1
September 2011, meeting are held every
second Thursday commencing at 7.00p.m.
at the Turnbridge Working Men’s Club,
Huddersfield, with a total of 23 meetings to
June 2012.
The society has a full and varied
programme featuring displays presented
by philatelists from Scotland though to the
South of England.
Visitors to any or all society nights are
always received with a warm welcome with
the hope of possibly gaining new members
(membership is £10 per year). The society
also holds an auction in December and the
last meeting of the season is a bourse when
all may participate to bring along philatelic
material for exchange or sale.

The Italy & Colonies Study
Circle
The next quarterly meeting of the Italy
and colonies Study Circle will take place
on Saturday 10 September 2011 at the
Union Jack Club, Sandell Street, London,
SE1 (near Waterloo Station ) starting at
2.00p.m. prompt. This will be their Annual
General Meeting. After the business has been
completed an auction will follow.
The Italy and Colonies Study Circle
is dedicated to the study of the stamps
and postal history of the Italian area.
Membership is drawn from around the
world, with the majority coming from the
UK, Italy and the USA, UK members meet
four times a year in London and there is
usually at least one overseas meeting each
year.
For more information contact the
Secretary, Richard Harlow: 0208 778 737,
email harlowr@googlemail.com

Leytonstone, Wanstead &
District Philatelic Society
The society, which celebrates its 75th
anniversary year this year (founded 1936),
will be holding a Stamp Fair on Saturday
8 October 2011 between 10.00a.m. and
4.30p.m. The venue is the Our Lady of
Lourdes Church, Pastoral Centre, 51
Cambridge Park, Wanstead
London E11 2PR
More information about the fair and the
society can be obtained from the society’s
website www.lwdps.org or by calling Roy Bates
on 020 8989 2885.
G.S.M. September 2011
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Up and coming fairs

Readers are advised to check (telephone numbers are given, where known) that venues
and times are correct. The listing contains stamp, postcard, coin, other collectables or
combination fairs. Every care is taken in the compilation of this listing but we regret that
GSM cannot be held responsible for omissions or errors.
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AUGUST
Brighton, Good Shepherd Hall, 272 Dyke
Road
Bristol, Shirhampton Public Hall, Station
Road
Guildford, Onslow Village Hall, Wilderness
Road, GU2 7QR
Hull, St Stephen’s Church Hall, Freehold
Street, Off Spring Bank, HU3 1RB
Kent, The Clout Memorial Hall, High Street.
West Malling, ME19 6QH
Middlewich, Community Centre, Civic Way
off Leadsmithy Street, CW10 9BX
Preston, Barton Village Hall, A6 north from
Junction 1 of the M55
St Albans, United Reformed Church,
Homewood Road, AL1 4BE
Thatcham, Thatcham Memorial Hall, RG18
3AG
Altrincham, Cresta Court Hotel, Church
Street, Town Centre
Amersham, Jubilee Scout Hall, Rectory Hill,
HP7 0BT
Dronfield, Coal Aston Village Hall, S18 3AY
Knowle, Village Hall, St John’s Close, B93 ONH
Rochester, Masonic Hall, Gundulph Square,
ME1 1QD
Addlestone, Community Centre, Garfield
Road, KT15 2JN
Berwick-upon-Tweed, Berwick Parish
Centre, off the Parade, TD15 1DF
Bilsborrow, Village Hall, PR3 0RE
Ealing, Polygon Complex, Ealing Parish
Church, St Mary’s Road
Morley, St Mary’s Hall, Commercial Street,
LS27 8HZ
Southampton, St James Road, Methodist
Hall, Shirley, SO15 5HE
St Albans, Jubilee Centre, Catherine Street,
AL3 5NX
Ascot, British Red Cross Centre,
(Heatherwood Hospital Entrance 3),
Kings Ride, SL5 7RD
Hatfield, Ramada Hatfield Hotel, St Albans
Road West, AL10 9RH
Harrogate, Masonic Hall, Station Avenue (near
Police Station)
Peterborough, The Holiday Inn, Thorpe
Wood, PE3 6SG
Southport, Royal Clifton Hotel, The Promenade
Wakefield, The Cedar Court Hotel, Denby Dale
Road, Calder Grove
Aylesbury, Holiday Inn, Aston Clinton Road
(A41), HP22 5QT
Beverley, Norwood Methodist Church Hall,
HU17 9HN
Loughborough, Charnwood Indoor Bowls
Club, Browns Lane, LE11 3HE
East Grinstead, Parish Halls, De La Warr
Road, RH19 3BP
Birmingham, Digbeth Irish Club, B12 0LN
SEPTEMBER
Barton, Barton Village Hall, Garstang Road.
PR3 5AA. Nr Preston
Beckenham, Azelia Hall, Croydon Road
Deal, The Landmark Centre,
129 High Street
Huddersfield, St Thomas’s Community
Centre, Manchester Road
Leicester, Holy Cross Centre, Wellington
Street, LE1 6HW
Milton Keynes, Methodist Church Hall,
Queensway, Bletchley
Nailsea, Methodist Community Centre,
Silver Street, BS48 2DS
Nottingham, Overslade Close, East
Hunsbury, NN4 0RZ
Rawreth, Parish Hall, Church Road
Swindon, Western Community Centre,
Somerset Road, Rodbourne Cheney

3

(0190 244 875)

10-4

3
4

(01179 021 134)

10-4

4

(01795 478 175)

10-4

4

(01909 563 394)

9.30-4

4

01474 325 507

10.303.30
10-4

7

(01226 765 069)
(01282 866 562)

9.30-4.30

(01895 637 283)

10-4

(01256 415699)

10-4

(01484 866 777)

10-4

8
9
10

(01895 637 283)

10-4.30

10

(01909 563 394)
(07765 792 998)
(01795 478 175)

9.30-4
10-4
10-4

10

(01895 637 283)

10-4.30

10

(01368 860 365)

10-3

10

(01226 765 069)
(07851 198 488)

10-4
9.30-3

10

(01909 563 394)

9.30-4

(01202 303 053)

10-4

(07736 527 716)

10-4

(07851 198 488)

9-3

7
7
8

10

10
10
10
10
10

(07736 527 716)

10-4

(01282 866 562)

9.30-4.30

(01733 203 121)

10-4

(01484 866 777)
(01522 684 681)

10-4
9.30-2.30

(07736 527 716)

10-4

11

(01909 563 394)

9.30-4

11

(01785 259 350)

10-4

11

(01795 478 175)

10-4

11

(01283 820 151)

10-4

11

(01772 713 917)

10-4

14
17

(02084 623 753)
(01304 829 827)

9.30-3.30
9-1

(01484 681 559)

10-4

(01162 350 441)

9.30-3.45

(01908 377 751)

10-4.30

(01761 414 304)

10-4

(01283 820 151)

10-4

(01702 323 682)
(01793 528 664)

10-4
9.30-3.30

10
10
10
11
11

17
17
17
17
17
17
17
17

Sutton Coldfield, Fellowship Hall, South
Parade, Town Centre
York, Wiggington Recreation Hall, YO32 2PJ
Altrincham, Cresta Court Hotel, Church
Street, Town Centre
Ipswich, Greshams Sports and Social Club,
Tuddenham Road, Suffolk, IP4 3QL
Milton Keynes, Leisure Centre, Princess Way,
Bletchley, MK2 2HX
Worthing, Heene Community Centre, 122
Heene Road, BN11 4PL
Croydon, St George’s Church Centre,
Barrow Road, Waddon, CR0 4EZ
London, Strand Stamp Fair Royal National
Hotel, Bedford Way, Russell Square,
London WC1H 0DG
Neath, Town Hall, SA11 1DU
Cardiff, Methodist Church, Nottingham
Street, CF5 1JP
Plymouth, Guildhall, Armada Way, PL1 2ER
Clyst St George, Parish Hall, EX3 0NU
Aberdeen, Queen’s Cross Parish, Church
Halls, Albyn Place, AB10 1YN
Bexhill, St Martha’s Church Hall, Cooden
Sea Road, Little Common
Bognor Regis, Bishop Tuffel School
Middleton
Cambridge, Arbury Community Centre,
Campkin Rd, Cambridge, CB4 2LD
Chester, Hoole United Reform Church, Hoole
Road CH2 3AU
Colwyn Bay, Eirias High School, Eirias Road,
LL29 7SP
Essex, Methodist Church Hall, High Road,
Langdon Hills, SS16 6EX
Folkestone, Trinity Church Hall, Sandgate
Road
Great Barr, Collingwood Centre, Collingwood
Drive, Pheasey, B43 7NF
Hove, St Leonards Church Hall, Glebe Villas,
BN3 4ED
Morden, Methodist Church Hall, Green Lane,
Rose Hill, SM4 6SO
Ruislip, Methodist Church Hall, Ickenham
Road
Staines, Christchurch Hall, Kingston Road
Teesside, Norton Methodist Church Hall,
Stockton-on-Tees, TS20 1AH
Upminster, St Laurence Church Hall,
Corbets Tey Road
Altrincham, Bowdon Hotel, Langham
Road, Bowdon
Bedford, The Park Inn, St Mary’s Street,
Bedford MK42 0AR
Chelmsford, Old Chelmfordians Club,
Roxwell Road
Petersfield, Community Centre, off Love Lane
GU31 3AP
Portsmouth, Community Centre, Wootton
Street, Cosham PO6 3AP
Prestwick, RAFA Club, Ardayre Road, KA1
1OL
Wokingham, St Crispins Leisure Centre,
London Road, RG40 1SR
Cirencester, Bingham Hall, GL7 1JT
Basingstoke, Costello Technology College,
RG21 4AL
Blackpool, St Bernadette’s Church Hall,
Devonshire Road, Bisham
Brighton, Good Shepherd Hall,
272 Dyke Road
Dover, Biggin Hall, Biggin Street, Dover, (by
the Town Hall)
Exeter, The America Hall, De la Rue Way,
Pinhoe, EX4 8PX
Hastings, Christ Church, London Road, St
Leonard’s-on-sea, TN37 6GL
Hull, St Stephen’s Church Hall, Freehold
Street, Off Spring Bank HU3 1RB
Kenilworth, Kenilworth School & Sports
College, Leyes Lane, CV8 2DA
North Berwick, St Andrew Blackadder
Church Hall, High Street, EH39 4NU

(01785 259 350)

10-4

(01670 787 442)
(01484 866 777)

10-4
10-4

(01328 829 318)

10-4

(07736 527 716)

10-4

(01795 478 175)

10-4

(01444 482 620)

9-4

020 8946 4489

9-4

(01446 741 026)
(01446 741 026)

10-5
10-3.30

(01749 813 324)
(01749 813 324)
(01674 832 823)

10-4
10-4
10.30-3

(01903 244 875)

10-4

(01243 837 590)

10-4

(01223 355 004)

10-3

(01226 765 069)

10-4

(01745 826 434)

9.30-3.30

(01268 543371)

10-3.30

(01304 829 827)

10-4

(07765 792 998)

10-4

(01273 514 733)

10-4

(020 8640 1404)

10-5

(01895 637 283)

10-5

(07851 198 488)
(01670 787 442)

9-3
9.30-2

(01708 722 255)

10-5

(01785 259 350

10-4

(01623 621143)

10-4

(01708 229 763)

9.40-3.30

(01489 582 673)

10-4

(01489 582 673)

10-4

(01436 671 429)

10.30-4

(01923 674 999)

10-3

(01283 820 151)
(01256 415699)

10-4
10-4

(01282 866 562)

9.30-4.30

(0190 244 875)

10-4

(01304 829 827)

10-4

(01761 414 304)

10-4

(01795 478 175)

10-4

(01909 563 394)

9.30-4

(01785 259 350)

10-4

(01368 860 365)

10-3
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Auctions
A monthly guide to auctions
This guide has been compiled from information supplied by organisers of the events. Gibbons
Stamp Monthly cannot be held responsible for any errors, changes, cancellations or omissions.
Information for inclusion in the October issue (published 15 September) should be sent to The News
Editor, Gibbons Stamp Monthly, 7 Parkside, Christchurch Road, Ringwood, Hampshire, BH24 3SH
by 30 August, 2011.
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AUGUST

Status International
262 Castlereagh Street, Sydney,
Australia
Gert Mueller
Carl-Zeiss-Straße 2
Gewerbegebiet Ettlingen-West,
76275 Ettlingen, Germany
Spink Shreves
3100 Monticello Ave., Suite 925,
Dallas, TX 75205, USA
Essex Stamp Auctions
Marriott Hotel, Waltham Abbey,
Essex
A F Brock & Co Ltd
269 London Road, Hazel Grove,
Stockport, Cheshire, SK7 4PL
Vance Auctions
PO Box 267
128 Griffin Street N, Smithville,
Ontario, Canada. Postal auction
County Philatelic Auctions
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Around the Houses
News of recent and forthcoming auctions around the world

Recent Auctions
Argyll Elkin
The 20 May sale began with a
fine collection of disinfected
mail, which was well supported,
with an 1838 letter from India to
Ireland, via Mr Waghorn’s service
across Egypt, selling for £5500,
while in the anti-vaccination
propaganda section, a British
1879 coloured envelope,
featured on the front of the sale
catalogue, made £4000.
This was followed by the Paul
Watson collection of the 1924/25
British Empire Exhibition,
where a 1924 Stadium c.d.s. on a
registered cover, one of only four
known, made £2700 on a £1500
estimate.
A collection of fine used
British Empire proved popular,
mostly split up into individual
countries and small groups,
making a total of over £160,000,
with every single lot selling,
and in the ever-popular Cyprus,
an 1881 cover from Limassol
to Nicosia franked with an
overprinted 1d. red, plate 217,
made £5900 (est £2400).
Prices quoted exclude buyer’s
premium (20.4 per cent).
Grosvenor
The John Rose collection
of Gambia, sold on 23 May,
produced many high prices and
a sale total of nearly £195,000.
Full sheets of 15 of the 1880-81
4d. and 6d. watermark crown
CC upright, both formerly in the
reknowned Dale-Lichtenstein
collection, sold for £10,500 and
£6200 respectively, while the
attractive mint corner block of
four of the 1874 4d. deep blue,
featured on the front of the sale
catalogue, made £1350.

Forthcoming
Auctions
County Auctions
County’s next mail bid sale,
which closes on 26 August,
features a good range of
Great Britain, with Penny
Blacks, Mulready’s, Queen
Victoria and George V high
values, a Stock Exchange
forgery with impossible
lettering, officials, proofs and
modern errors. The 5000
lots range in estimate from
£5 to £35,000 and there is no
buyer’s premium!
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The continuing demand for
Commonwealth watermark
varieties was exemplified by
the 1922-29 1½d. with inverted
watermark, used. Currently
catalogued at £450 and estimated
at £300-400, this was finally
knocked down at £720!
The 26 May Great Britain
sale brought strong prices for
Mulready caricatures and Penny
Blacks, but the top prices in
the line-engraved section were
achieved by Penny Red covers,
with a fine four-margined plate 9
cancelled by a red Hayle Maltese
cross making £12,000 and a plate
29 cancelled by a green cross
going for £10,000.

In King Edward VII a fine mint
6d. bright magenta Somerset
House sold for £5000 and among
the modern errors a 1965 Lister
4d. with indigo omitted in a
corner traffic light block of four
sold for £15,000 and a 1970
Anniversaries 5d. gold omitted
cylinder block of six was not far
behind at £14,000.
Prices quoted exclude buyer’s
premium, which is now 20.4 per
cent at Grosvenor.
Prestige Philately
Mark Benvie’s fine collection of
New Zealand mail to overseas
destinations (1840-1875) which
achieved a large gold medal
at the London 2010 Festival of
Stamps, was sold by Prestige in a
single-catalogue sale on 27 May.
Inevitably, the vast majority
of covers featured Chalon
heads, including some attractive
combinations and multiples, but
in this case collected according
to their routes and rates, some
of which are even rarer than the
stamp themselves.

Four items sold for more than
A$4000, with an 1840 large part
entire to Kent bearing a stepped
‘EASTBOURNE/SHIP LETTER’
going for A$4800, an 1858
double-rate cover to London with
an imperf 1s. yellow-green on
blued paper making A$4400 and
an 1873 cover to Malvern bearing
2d. and 6d. perf 12½ Chalons to
make up the extremely rare and
short-lived 8d. rate to the UK (it
lasted only two days!) selling for
A$4600.
The catalogue itself provides
a fine record of rates, sailings
and routes as well as providing
a permanent record of a fine,
award-winning collection.
Prices quoted exclude 15 per
cent buyer’s premium.
Spink Shreves Galleries
One of the finest collections of
French Colonies ever formed
and certainly the largest to have
come on to the market in recent
years went under the hammer
in New York on 25 and 26 May,
when Spink Shreves Galleries
sold the Rolfe E Wyer collection.
Presented in a superb casebound book, the sale included
many of the great rarities in this
increasingly popular area, with
no less than three individual
items selling for $20,000 or
more.

Top of the list was the
finest known example of the
Reunion 1852 30c. black on
blue (SG 2, cat £33,000) which
made $25,000; followed by the
Djibouti 1902 10c. on 25c. ‘small
numeral’ (SG 117, cat £35,000)
at $22,000 and the Cameroon
1915 overprint on Gabon 10c.
red (SG 23, cat £23,000) which
made $20,000.
The major part of the residue
of the collection comprised the
penultimate lot in the sale (lot
1251), estimated at $50,00075,000—it made $190,000!
Prices quoted exclude buyer’s
premium (20 per cent up to
$2000, 15 per cent thereafter).

Spink
Unusually, it was foreign
stamps which took the top
honours at the 5 and 6 May
‘Collectors Series’ sale, in spite
of it featuring substantial Great
Britain and Commonwealth
sections.

An 1849 ‘Vaud’ 4c. black and
red from the transitional period
of Geneva on an attractive entire
brought the top price in the
sale of £12,000, followed by a
used horizontal tête-bêche pair of
the 1849-52 10c. olive-bistre of
France, which sold for £9000.
In Great Britain a complete
bundle of ten of the 1912 2s.
booklet in its original wrapper
went for £6700.
All prices quoted exclude
buyer’s premium (20 per cent up
to £3000, 17 per cent thereafter).
Victoria Stamp Company
The 26 March
sale included
a number of
interesting
collections,
including
Barbados,
Falkland Islands,
Virgin Islands
and Zululand, as well as the first
part of the ‘Winter’ collection of
Commonwealth postage dues, all
sympathetically broken down to
allow collectors to compete for
individual items and smaller lots,
rather than the giant ‘dealer lots’
favoured by many auction houses
these days.
One of the highlights was the
Hong Kong 1938 1c. double
print on which the new SG
catalogue listing (No 140aa) is
based. Unpriced in the 2011
catalogue and estimated at
$2500, this was knocked down
for $12,000.
Other high realisations
included a Labuan 8c. postage
due with centre inverted (D6ba)
at $6500 and a 1969 Bermuda 3d.
Olympic Games on cover with
red-brown omitted (220a), which
made $5500.
Prices quoted exclude buyer’s
premium (15 per cent).
G.S.M. September 2011

Looking for a new collecting field? John Holman has some suggestions
NEW ISSUES

New Collector
John Holman’s feature for new collectors this month includes no less
than three centenary celebrations in honour of two talented men—
Arnold Machin and Stuart Rose—and one milestone moment—the 1911
Aerial Post—that have helped shape the British postal service. He begins
this month’s eclectic mix of philatelic gems with a look at Express mail
stamps from around the world.
Express Mail

Royal Mail has recently issued stamps
specifically for its UK Special Delivery Service.
The stamps show the usual Machin head
of The Queen and are inscribed ‘SPECIAL
DELIVERY’ in a blue or silver panel at left
(SG U2983/4). The two stamps, inscribed
‘UP TO 100g’ and ‘UP TO 500g’, cover
the sending of lower weight letters by the
‘Next Day’ Special Delivery service, which
guarantees delivery in most parts of the
UK by 1p.m. next day. The current prices
for these are £5.45 and £5.90. These rates
include compensation on the letters of up
to £500. The Royal Mail ‘Pricing made easy’
leaflet sets out 15 rates for the Next Day
service, depending on weight (up to 100g.,
500g., 1kg, 2kg, and 10kg) and required
compensation option—up to £500, £1000.
or £2500. The 15 rates range from £5.45 for
100g. and £500 compensation to £25.45 for a
10kg package with £2500 compensation. John
Deering included a detailed report on these
Special Delivery stamps in his ‘Machin Watch’
column in GSM, December 2010.
Prior to the issue of these Special Delivery
stamps in October 2010, Royal Mail used
ordinary stamps (or Horizon labels) on such
mail, and for the earlier Express and Special
Delivery services which were operated before
the current version of Special Delivery was
introduced in 1980. If you come across the
Special Delivery stamps on cover, I suggest
you keep them on the cover complete with
the Special Delivery labels. The stamps should
be cancelled at the post office counter but I
have seen examples which have gone through
the post unpostmarked.
The Philatelic Terms Illustrated book (PTI)
tells us that the terms Express mail/stamps
and Special Delivery mail/stamps are often
used synonymously but strictly speaking
‘express’ means accelerated transmission of
mail, whereas special delivery implies the
acceleration of mail only from the delivery
office to the addressee. ‘Express Stamps’
are described as ‘distinctive postage stamps
denoting the fee payable in respect of
accelerated mail subject to special handling,
either by the delivery office, or all the way’.
It tells us that such services date back to the
18th century but ‘in their modern form’
date from 1839 when William F Harnden
of Boston, USA, formed an express delivery
G.S.M. September 2011

company. Special stamps of a local nature
were issued by many American express
companies but the first government issued
express stamp was a 10c. value from the US
Post Office in 1885. At first, the stamp, which
depicted a messenger running, could only
be used for immediate delivery at special
delivery offices, but three years later this
facility was extended to all delivery offices.
The original stamp (SG E217) was inscribed

by their unusual denominations denoting the
rates applicable to two-pound packets sent
overnight to anywhere in the USA, as well
as their motifs of an American eagle against
a night sky’. The first, issued in 1983, was of
$9.35 denomination (SG 2044), subsequent
issues being $10.75 (1985, SG 2185), $8.75
(1988, SG 2378), $9.95 and $14 (1991, SG
2586, 2610) The 1991 issues include the
Olympic rings in the design and the $9.95
value is listed in Stamps of the World as ‘US
Olympic Festival’ issue. A further large size
$9.95 stamp was issued in 1994 to mark the
25th anniversary of the first manned Moon
landing, and a $14.40 stamp in 2006 depicted
an X-plane.
Express stamps have also been issued
by Canada (1898), New Zealand, Italy
and Mauritius (all 1903), China, Spain
(1905), and Mexico (1919). The Canadian
US ‘Overnight Delivery Stamp’

Express/Special
Delivery stamps
from the USA

‘AT A SPECIAL DELIVERY OFFICE’; similar
stamps, printed in blue or orange inscribed
‘AT ANY POST OFFICE’ followed. All are
now quite expensive mint but more modestly
priced used. A new design, showing the hat of
Mercury and olive branch was issued in 1908,
followed by another depicting a messenger
on a bicycle in 1917, with further issues in
1922, 1925, 1954 and 1969 by when the rate
had increased from 10c. to 60c.
In 1983 the USA introduced what are
described in PTI as ‘Overnight Delivery
Stamps’: ‘High-value stamps... to prepay the
special handling fees on express packets
transmitted overnight with a guaranteed
delivery the following day. This service was
introduced to compete with Federal Express,
United Parcel Service and other courier
companies. These stamps do not bear an
inscription denoting their specific purpose,
as they are valid for any service (mainly
overseas airmail), but they can be recognised

Canadian
Special
Delivery
stamps
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stamps were originally inscribed ‘SPECIAL
DELIVERY WITHIN CITY LIMITS’. A
pictorial design was introduced in 1927,
showing mail carrying in 1867 and 1927 to
mark the 60th anniversary of confederation.
Other pictorial designs followed until the
final issue, worded ‘SPECIAL DELIVERY/
EXPRESS’ in December 1946. These
are listed in the SG catalogue as ‘Special
Delivery Stamps’ (SG S1/17). New Zealand’s
six ‘Express Delivery Stamps’ were issued
between February 1903 and August 1939, the
last depicting an Express Mail Delivery Van.
This rather attractive 6d. stamp is of modest
catalogue value, but check any examples
for inverted watermark which are worth
considerably more.
New
Zealand
Express
Delivery
stamps

Both Austria and Czechoslovakia issued
stamps for the express delivery of newspapers
and commercial printed matter. The Austrian
stamps, issued 1916–21, initially featured
Mercury and later a posthorn and arrow.
The first Czech Newspaper Express stamps
of 1919 were designed by Alfons (Alphonse)
Mucha (see New Collector, September 2010),
subsequent issues comprised overprinted
Mercury stamps of Austria.

Designers’ centenaries
GB stamps honouring Arnold
Machin (2007)

This month marks the centenary of the
birth of Arnold Machin who was born, the
ninth of 12 children, in Stoke-on-Trent on
30 September 1911. In his memoirs Machin
recalled his early love of drawing and how
his family would ‘stint themselves to provide
me with books, pencils, watercolours, scraps
of paper and wrapping paper with which
to work’. He left school at 14 and began
an apprenticeship at Minton, learning to
decorate china. He went on to make his name
as a sculptor—documented in both is own
book Memoirs: Artist of an Icon (2001), and
in A Timeless Classic: The Evolution of Machin’s
Icon by Douglas Muir of the British Postal
Museum & Archive (2007). In the early
1960s, Machin was involved in the design of
new decimal currency—the first coins being
issued in 1968, three years prior to DecimalDay on 15 February 1971. The Royal Mint
committee overseeing the design of the
coins included Sir Kenneth Clark (later Lord
Clark) and Milner Gray, who also sat on the
Royal Mail Stamp Advisory Committee, and
Francis Meynell who had been Typographical
Advisor to the Postmaster General. It is,
therefore, perhaps not surprising that Machin
was amongst those invited to submit designs
for new definitive stamps to replace the
Wildings. He produced a range of designs,
some quite fanciful, before finally the simple
Machin head design evolved. The first stamps
in the Machin series—4d., 1s., and 1s.9d.

values—went on sale on 5 June 1967 and the
design continues to this day, now with several
hundred different values and a myriad of
colours.
Machin was proud of his design and was
reluctant for Royal Mail to make any changes.
He died in 1999, having been awarded the
OBE for his work on the decimal coinage. I
never met him, I gather he was a somewhat
eccentric and at times cantankerous
character. However, I was fortunate to meet
both his widow and his son who were both
pleasant people. Mrs Machin, herself an
artist, spoke of her husband’s great attention
to detail and pride in everything he did.
He went to great lengths to ensure the new
stamps were as near to perfection as possible,
supervising matters right up to the time the
stamp presses began to roll. His Machin head
of The Queen used on British stamps has
also been used on stamps from a number of
countries, including Antigua, Cayman Islands,
Fiji, Gibraltar, Grenada, Guernsey, Hong
Kong, and Kenya, as well as on UK postal
stationery (stamped and registered envelopes
and aerogrammes). He submitted a design
for the 1968 Christmas stamp but this was not
used.
In 2007, to mark the 40th anniversary of
the introduction of the Machin series, Royal
Mail issued two commemorative stamps,
one showing the first Machin stamp—4d.
olive-brown sepia (chosen to resemble the

Stuart Rose
and some of his
stamp designs

Newspaper
Express
stamps from
Austria and
Czechoslovakia

As well as Express/Special Delivery
stamps, there are also numerous Express/
Special Delivery labels to collect—some of
which are shown in PTI. These date from the
1890s and many were printed on red paper
and inscribed Express, Expres, Espresso or
local equivalent. In more recent years labels
depicted a globe and are now often found
worded ‘EMS’ (Express Mail Service).
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colour of the Penny Black), and Machin
himself. There was some reluctance to show
Machin, but Royal Mail was urged to do so
by both Douglas Muir and myself and I am
glad we won the argument. The portrait of
Machin was provided by his son Francis who
sadly died shortly before the stamps went on
sale. The stamps were issued in a miniature
sheet (SG MS2743) and in a prestige book
(SG DX39), and the stamp showing Machin
also in a ‘Smilers’ sheet with attached labels
showing the pre-decimal Machin stamps
(SG LS40). Issued only in these formats, the
two stamps were not much used on ordinary
mail and examples on commercial covers
would certainly be worth keeping. Royal Mail
provided three ‘First Day of Issue’ postmarks
(shown in the SG GB Concise Catalogue) each
inscribed with a relevant quotation. That used
at Tallents House (Philatelic Bureau) quotes
novelist and critic A N Wilson’s description
of the Machin head as ‘The Most Familiar
Piece of 20th century British sculpture’. The
postmark for Windsor quotes D H Lawrence:
‘Things men have made with wakened
hands’, and most aptly that for Stoke-on-Trent
quotes Machin himself: ‘I think I was born a
terracotta modeller!’
This year also marks the centenary of
the birth of Stuart Rose (2 October 1911)
who was the Post Office’s design chief from
1962–76 and is remembered as the author of
the book Royal Mail Stamps (1980)—a critique
of Royal Mail stamp design. I met Rose on
two occasions and found him a gentleman of
the old school—charming, witty, and always
immaculately dressed. He held strong views
on what constituted good stamp design and
his views can be read in his book. I do not
agree with all his opinions, in particular
his dislike for pictorial definitives. He was
strongly critical of the designs put forward
in the 1950s by the then Editor of GSM, C P
Rang, which I have always rather liked, and
Rose was not that keen on subsequent designs
prepared by Jock Kinneir for Stanley Gibbons
in 1965.
Rose himself designed the 1953
Coronation and 1977 Silver Jubilee
aerogrammes and the frames for the
imprinted stamps on postal stationery
envelopes (embossed Queen’s heads by
Cecil Thomas, 1954 and Machin, 1969).
He designed three sets of British Paintings
stamps in 1967, 1968 and 1973, using
paintings by old masters and contemporary
artists. He also designed the 1967 Christmas
issue reproducing religious paintings.
However, he courted controversy on two of
the 1968 Paintings and the 1s.6d. Christmas
stamps by positioning The Queen’s head at
the bottom rather than the top of the stamp.
The Christmas stamp was also criticised for
the value being shown in words only, not in
the usual numerals. He also designed other
‘paintings’ issues—the Turner bicentenary set
of 1975 and the Horse Racing issue of 1979,
which reproduced relevant works of art, and
numerous designs for stamp book covers
showing ships (4s.6d. books, SG LP46/59),
‘English Homes’ (5s., HP26/33), birds (6s.,
QP38/55), and explorers (10s., XP4/10).
In his retirement he designed local island
stamps (local carriage labels) for Drake’s
Island, Devon (showing Francis Drake and
1981 Royal Wedding), and the Summer Isles,
Scotland (Coronation anniversary). Stuart
Rose died in 1993.
G.S.M. September 2011

Cover for 50th anniversary of first UK Aerial Post, with special BEA airway letter stamp

Aerial Post Anniversary

This month we mark the centenary of the
first UK aerial post—the famous ‘Coronation’
flights from Hendon (north London) to
Windsor in September 1911. Features in GSM
will describe the special pictorial envelopes
and postcards flown on this pioneer service
and the special postmark used. Royal Mail is
issuing a miniature sheet and a prestige book
to mark the centenary.
There are also a number of philatelic
items that have commemorated earlier
anniversaries. For the 50th anniversary, in
1961, a card reproducing the design of the
original 1911 envelopes and cards showing
Windsor Castle was produced for Midland
Stampex in Birmingham (7–9 September
1961). However, on the Stampex card a
helicopter is shown over Windsor Castle
rather than a biplane as on the original. This
1961 card was imprinted with a ½d. stamp,
to which other values needed to be added
before use. The cards are found with Midland

Stampex special handstamp and used on
9 September when a special anniversary
flight took place. Mail sent on this flight was
cancelled with a special slogan postmark at
Windsor. As well as the cards, ordinary covers
were flown but the bulk of the mail seems
to have been special covers marking the
CEPT conference in Torquay and bearing
a Congress address. Flown mail carries a
special BEA 11d. airway letter stamp issued
for the anniversary and cancelled by a special
handstamp.
Some years ago I found in a dealers’
box a postcard printed as an invitation to
the Golden Jubilee event in Windsor on 9
September 1961, organised by the British Air
Mail Society. At 11a.m. the Golden Jubilee
exhibition at the Guildhall was opened by
the Mayor. At noon (approximately) was
scheduled the arrival from Hendon of BEA
helicopter carrying special mail in Windsor
Great Park, near the Review Ground. At

Invitation card to Golden Jubilee events at Windsor
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7p.m. a celebration dinner was held at the
Thames Hotel, attended by the Mayors and
Mayoresses of both Windsor and Hendon.
Tickets for the day’s events cost one guinea
(£1.1s.). The card was posted in Windsor
bearing the special 50th Anniversary slogan
postmark—timed 7p.m., whereas mail from
the special flight received the same postmark
timed 2p.m.
In 1971 a special Forces postmark at
Hendon marked the 60th anniversary, and
for the 70th anniversary in 1981, a souvenir
sheet was produced for the Airmail Show
and Collectors’ Fair at the RAF Museum
in London (12–13 September). The sheet
reproduces the 1911 envelope/card design
and includes a 50p ‘stamp’ design showing
a Bleriot monoplane and a view of Windsor
Castle. The ‘stamp’ was perforated, and the
sheet sold at the show for 50p. The National
Postal Museum also marked the anniversary
with a postcard showing the 1911 postcard
design, which was also reproduced on the
souvenir sheet for Stampex 1981.
For the 75th anniversary in 1986, a
special handstamp was used at Hendon
and flown mail given a cachet worded
‘FLOWN ON THE SPECIAL/FLIGHT
TO COMMEMORATE/THE/75TH
ANNIVERSARY OF/THE FIRST
SCHEDULED/AIRMAIL SERVICE’.

National Trust issues

From time to time I have recorded new
‘stamps’ produced by the National Trust
and sold in the shops at its properties. These
stamps can be affixed in NT passports and
cancelled with a pictorial cachet at each
property visited. Such stamps started in
the late 1980s and were originally printed
like conventional stamps, gummed and
perforated. In recent years the stamps are
self-adhesive and rouletted and produced
in sheets of four different designs. I am
obliged to reader, Rodney Gudger, who
keeps me up-to-date on the issues. He reports
four new sheets. The stamps on the first
show Derwentwater, Cumbria; Newlands
Valley, Cumbria; Heddon Valley, Devon;
and Hardcastle Crags, West Yorkshire. The
reverse of this sheet bears the code ‘52000’.
The next sheet has apples as a theme, the
stamps depicting apple tree, Nunnington
Hall, North Yorkshire; apple blossom,
Cotehele, Cornwall; apple tree, Cotehele;
and ‘Greenups Pippin’ apples, Wordsworth
House, Cumbria (sheet code ‘52001’). The

third sheet reproduces Capriccio, a painting
by Carl Laubin, commissioned in 1995 to
commemorate the centenary of the National
Trust (code 58364). The stamps on the final
sheet show Sissinghurst Castle Garden, Kent;
Rose Garden, Tyntesfield near Bristol; tulips
at Sizergh Castle, Cumbria; and wisteria at
Trelissick Garden near Truro, Cornwall (Code
58365).
The sheets sell at £1 each and make a
contribution to the work of the National
Trust, as well as interesting items for a
cinderella or thematic collection. North of
the border, the National Trust for Scotland
produced a passport stamp in the early 1990s
but the practice has been discontinued;
this stamp was shown in New Collector in
September 1993.
Observations for New Collector should be sent
to John Holman, c/o Gibbons Stamp Monthly,
Parkside, Ringwood, Hants BH24 3SH.
Mr Holman regrets he cannot send individual
replies.

Two of the recent National
Trust passport stamp sheetlets
depicting Carl Laubin’s painting
Capriccio (left) and National Trust
gardens (below)

More recently the 1911 envelope/card
design was reproduced on a postcard given
free at Spring Stampex 2003, and the British
Postal Museum has produced a card showing
pilot Gustav Hamel with postal officials and
members of the public at the 1911 flight.
Hamel was the son of a German doctor
(the family later became British citizens),
a physician to the royal family. Sadly, the
charismatic young Gustav died when a plane
he was flying from France crashed into the
English Channel in May 1914. No trace was
found of his plane, but his body was later
found by French fishermen and identified by
his clothing and a map of southern England
in one of the pockets.
As well as the Royal Mail miniature sheet
and prestige book, it will be interesting to see
what philatelic material is produced this year
to mark the centenary of the First UK Aerial
Post.

New country

In recent ‘New Collector’ features I have
written about dead countries, those no
longer issuing stamps. I have mentioned
that new countries continue to emerge, the
latest being South Sudan, which declared its
independence from Sudan on 9 July 2011.
According to the Sunday Telegraph, South
Sudan becomes the world’s 193rd state and
follows a long struggle against the north of
the country involving the loss of life on a
massive scale—one TV news report putting
the figure of two million. The capital of the
new country is Juba. I look forward to seeing
the first South Sudan stamps.
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Centenary of UK Aerial Post
Retail booklets

Classic Locomotives
A retail booklet containing two 1st class
Classic Locomotives stamps (BR Deans
Goods No 2537) and four 1st class gold
Machins goes on sale on 23 August,
price £2.76. The self-adhesive stamps are
printed in gravure by Walsall.
Olympic Games
The sixth in the series of Olympic
booklets is to be issued on 15 September.
It will contain 1st class Gymnastics and
Fencing stamps, together with four 1st
class gold Machins, all gravure-printed
on self-adhesive paper, price £2.76.

Going for Gold
A miniature sheet containing four stamps
is to be issued on 9 September to mark the
centenary of the first UK aerial post when,
on 9 September 1911, Gustav Hamel made
a 21-mile flight from Hendon to Windsor
in a Blériot XI monoplane as part of the
celebrations for the coronation of King
George V.
The four stamps tell the story of the flight
and depict Hamel receiving the first bag of
mail for the inaugural flight from Hendon
Aerodrome (1st class); Hamel in the cockpit
of his plane ready to take off (68p); Clement
Greswell, another pilot who took part in the
aerial post flights, and his Blériot monoplane
(£1); Postman collecting the mail in the
grounds of Windsor Castle where Hamel
touched down (£1.10).
The sheet, which costs £3.24, has been
designed by Robert Maude and Sarah Davies
and printed in lithography by Cartor. Also
available will be an illustrated presentation
pack (£3.75), blank first day envelope
(30p), a set of five stamp cards (£2.25), a
press sheet containing 21 uncut miniature
sheets (£74.84) and a prestige stamp booklet
(£9.97). Pictorial first day cancellations will
be in use at Tallents House, Edinburgh, and
Hendon, London NW4.
The prestige booklet contains four special
stamp panes: two aerial post panes, one
containing a £1.10 stamp flanked by two 1st
class stamps, the other a £1 stamp flanked
by two 68p stamps, a four stamp pane of 50p
Windsor Castle stamps from the 2005 set of
high values, printed intaglio, and a mixed
Machin panes of eight litho-printed stamps
(4×5p, 2×1st and 2×76p with a central label
depicting King George V.
G.S.M. September 2011

Penny Red facsimile pack

To mark the 170th anniversary of the Penny
Red a facsimile pack containing a block of
four replica Penny Reds from 1841 printed
in intaglio on a Giori Intaglio Colour 8 Press
by Joh Enschedé will be available from 15
September. The pack has been designed by
Silk Pearce with text by Douglas Muir of the
British Philatelic Museum and Archive, price
£5.95.

Royal Mail has announced that it
intends to issue stamps to mark all
British gold medal wins at the London
2012 Olympic Games. The stamps
will feature both individual and team
victories.
Details of the designs will be given
later, when plans will also be announced
for the commemoration of the
Paralympic Games.

Arnold Machin Centenary

To mark the centenary of the birth of sculptor Arnold Machin, a miniature sheet of ten 1st class
gold Machin stamps will go on sale on 14 September at Stampex and from mail order channels,
price £4.60. The stamps will have security features but no slits and will be on conventionally
gummed paper.
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Birds of Britain

House
of Hanover
The fifth in the series of stamps featuring British Kings and Queens is to be issued on

The fourth in the series of Post and Go
stamps depicting British birds is to be
issued on 16 September. The six stamps
have been designed by Kate Stephens
and feature the work of wildlife
illustrator Robert Gilmor. The birds
shown are the Puffin (Fratercula arctica),
Gannet (Morus bassanus), Oystercatcher
(Haematopus ostralegus), Ringed Plover
(Charadrius hiaticula), Cormorant
(Phalacrocorax carbo) and Arctic Tern
(Sterna paradisaea).

15 September. Designed by Atelier Works and printed in lithography by Cartor, the six stamps
depict:
1st class – George I (1714–27). Descended from a daughter of James I, George was the first
Hanovarian monarch. His reign was marked by the Jacobite rising of 1715 and the collapse
of the South Sea Company in 1720. His poor English and absences in Germany aided the
development of cabinet government and the office of prime minister
1st class – George II (1727–60).The second Jacobite rising saw him come close to losing his
throne in 1745. He was king during the War of Austrian Succession and at the start of the
Seven Years’ War. He was the last British monarch to lead his troops into battle.
76p – George III (1760–1820). King during the Revolutionary and Napoleonic Wars, he
tried to maintain the influence of the Crown in politics. His deteriorating health led to the
appointment of his son as Regent in 1811.
76p – George IV (1820–30). A lavish spender who was involved in many scandals, notably his
divorce from Queen Caroline, he was also a patron of numerous artists and architects.
£1.10 – William IV (1830–37). Brother of George IV, William had not expected to be King and
spent much of his life in the Navy. Although he had little political experience he handled the
reform of Parliament well and led a simple lifestyle.
£1.10 – Victoria (1837–1901). Her reign, the longest in British history, saw the transformation
of all aspects of life. Her marriage and many children embodied the ideal of ‘Victorian
respectability’.
A miniature sheet containing four stamps and costing £2.90 will also be issued on 15
September: 1st class Robert Walpole (1676–1745), generally regarded as Britain’s first Prime
Minister, 68p Kedleston Hall, designed by architect Robert Adam (1728–92), 76p Penny Black,
the world’s first adhesive postage stamp, £1 Queen Victoria on her Diamond Jubilee.
Other items available are an illustrated presentation pack containing the stamps and
miniature sheet (£8.05), blank first day envelope (30p), set of 11 stamp cards (£4.95), press
sheet of 21 uncut miniature sheets (£66.99), cachet cover, the fifth in the series bears a
cachet from St James’s Palace (£9.99) and a prestige medal cover (£44.95). Pictorial first day
postmarks will be in use at Tallents House, Edinburgh, and London SW1.

As well as post offices with Post &
Go terminals, the six designs will be
available as 1st class values printed in
gravure from Tallents House, price
£2.76. A blank first day envelope (30p)
will also be available and pictorial
first day cancellations will be in use at
Tallents House, Edinburgh, and Bristol.

350th Anniversary of the
Postmark

A generic sheet containing 20 1st class
‘seal’ stamps will mark the introduction
of the Bishop Mark 350 years ago. the
stamps have attached labels depicting a
variety of different postmarks. Designed
by Interbang and printed in lithography
by Cartor, the sheet costs £9.50 and goes
on sale on 15 September.
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Postcard depicting the organisers, pilots,
postal and other officials at Hendon on 9
September 1911

No Royal Mail
postage stamps,
only a miniature
sheet and prestige
stamp booklet to
mark the centenary
of an important
British aviation
achievement!

Centenary of the Coronation Aerial Post,
September 1911– The First UK Aerial Post
Special report by Peter Jennings
The Centenary of the Coronation Aerial Post
1911 is an historic event in the record of
pioneer aviation in Great Britain and the cooperation of the Postmaster General and the
British Post Office.
The First United Kingdom Aerial Post
owed its existence to the foresight and

FRPSL, FRGS

initiative of Captain (later Sir) Walter
Windham, RN. It was Capt Windham who
successfully organised the world’s first
Official Aerial Post in India during February
1911 at Allahabad, in connection with the
United Provinces Exhibition (see my article
‘Centenary of the World’s First Official Aerial
Post’, GSM February 2011).
On his return to England
soon afterwards, it occurred to
Capt Windham that a similar
project might be an appropriate
and novel addition to the
celebrations in London to mark
the Coronation of His Majesty
King George V in Westminster
Abbey on 22 June, that same
year, 1911.

Well received

His idea was well received and
the Postmaster General, the
Rt Hon (later Sir) Herbert L
Samuel, and the British Post
Office gave whole-hearted
support and co-operation. An
honorary organising committee
was formed, among whom were:
Capt Windham, Chairman; Mr
D Lewis-Poole, an architect by
profession, a pupil of the late
Welby Pugin, who practised
successfully for a number of
years; Sir J C Lamb; Mr R C
Tombs and Mr John Ardron.
The aerial post project also
received enthusiastic support

Official notice giving details of
the Coronation Aerial Post
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from the principal newspapers of the day and
every opportunity was afforded the public for
obtaining and despatching souvenir cards or
envelopes, which were already franked with
adhesive ½d. or 1d. stamps respectively.
Detailed information about the Coronation
Aerial Post 1911 may be found in the
excellent Aero Field Handbook No 3 written
under the same name by Francis J Field and
N C Baldwin, published by Francis J Field
Limited of Sutton Coldfield.
I have in my philatelic library a copy of the
‘Special Edition’ produced with more than
20 black and white illustrations, for the Apex
International Air Post Exhibition, London,
7–12 May 1934.

Aerial Post notice

Special pillar boxes were provided at stores
where the souvenir postal stationery was on
sale and at Hendon Aerodrome. The official
publicity, headed: ‘Notice. Aerial Post. By
Sanction of His Majesty’s Postmaster-General.
In Commemoration of the Coronation of
their Majesties the King and Queen’, makes
interesting reading.

The Aviators

The Committee contracted with the Grahame
White Aviation Co for the aerial transit of the
mails from Hendon Aerodrome to Windsor;
and the pilots engaged to operate the service
were Clement Greswell, Gustav Hamel, E F
Driver and Charles Hubert.
The four machines prepared for use
were two Farman biplanes and two Blériot
monoplanes. The lower surfaces of the wings
were painted ‘Aerial Mail’. Only three pilots
and three machines operated the service
owing to one of the Farman biplanes, piloted
by Charles Hubert, crashing when taking off.
The pilot broke both legs and the machine
was badly damaged.
G.S.M. September 2011

First flight

The historic first flight of the First UK Aerial
Post, from London to Windsor, took place on
Saturday 9 September 1911.
The Aero Field handbook recorded the
event: ‘On Saturday, 9 September, twentythree sacks of aerial mails were delivered
at Hendon. It was estimated that these
contained about 75,000 postcards and letters,
the total weight being over 600lbs.
‘Although it had been hoped to carry
all the mails collected on the first day, the
sudden change in the weather from mild
to boisterous, made any flying doubtful. It
had been intended that Clement Greswell
(the senior pilot) should carry the first bag,
which contained the special privileged mail,
(printed in violet) but the wind was rising and
it was not considered safe for flying.’
‘Intrepid pioneer aviator Gustav Hamel
undertook to make the first fight to Windsor.
Preparations were speedily made, and at 4.50
p.m. he was ready to mount a Blériot racing
monoplane.
‘The mail bag (Bag No 1) weighing 23½lb
was attached to the machine by the attendants

and a postman handed to Hamel his way-bill
and time sheets. Mr W G Kirkwood, of the
Post Office secretarial staff, who represented
the Postmaster General, and representatives
of the Comptroller’s office of the London
Postal Service witnessed these formalities.’

Violet ‘privileged’

The special bag carried by Hamel contained
the violet ‘privileged’ letters and postcards
(not available to members of the public),
among which were letters to King George V.
A huge crowd was waiting at Windsor for
the arrival of the first mail, and at 5.11 p.m.
the aviator could be seen approaching, but
instead of landing on the East Lawn as had
been arranged, he flew beyond the Castle and
landed in the Shaw Farm meadow, near the
Frogmore Mausoleum.
Lieut Fairfax (one of the directors of the
London Aerodrome) mounted a post office

bicycle and accompanied by Cyclist Postman
Kersley, rode off to find him. They soon
returned accompanied by the aviator; and to
great surprise when it was discovered that the
aviator was Hamel and not Greswell.
Hamel handed over the mail bag to the
Postmaster of Windsor and said: ‘Will you
please sign my waybill and duplicate, as I want
to get back.’ He was immediately besieged
by questioners and photographers, while the
mail bag was hurriedly opened and letters
and postcards for some of the spectators on
the spot were delivered to them at once.
The mail bag was then closed and rushed
off to the post office at Windsor by the same
cyclist postman, where its contents were
sorted and despatched in time to catch the 6
p.m. train to London!
After a very brief stay, Hamel flew back to
Hendon where he was the recipient of many
congratulations.

First Windsor–London

The flight carrying the first mails from
Windsor to London was scheduled for
Saturday 16 September 1911, but flying
conditions were not favourable. Much to the
disappointment of the crowds it was decided
reluctantly to postpone the Windsor to
London flight until the next day. The bag of
mail was carried by aviator Clement Greswell
flying a Blériot No 1.

Concluding flights

The concluding flights took place on Monday
25 September and the last bags of mail were
flown from Hendon to Windsor on Tuesday
26 September 1911 by Gustav Hamel flying a
Blériot No 1.
The Aero Field Handbook recorded: ‘London
to Windsor, No of flights 16. Total 37 bags,
926lbs.’ and ‘Windsor to London, No of
flights 4. Total 4 bags, 89½lbs.’

Souvenir card marking
the closure of the
Aerial Post signed
by D Lewis-Poole,
a member of the
organising committee

Postcards showing
Hamel in flight and in
his Blériot monoplane

G.S.M. September 2011
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A violet ‘privileged’ card
carried by Gustav Hamel on
the first flight
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Trade advertisements

A selection of flown
souvenir cards bearing
trade advertisements:
Zog paint cleaner, The
Gramophone Company
Ltd (with portrait of Ignace
Paderewski) …

… Remington Typewriter
Company and The
Molassine Company

A number of well-known firms took the
opportunity of the First UK Aerial Mail to
print advertisement copy on the front and
reverse of the souvenir postcards. A few
examples are illustrated here.
In their Introduction to the Aero Field
Handbook No 3, Francis Field and Norman
Baldwin—both of whom helped me a great
deal as a young aero-philatelist collecting,
researching and writing about the history and
development of the air letter, emphasised
that: ‘This (the Coronation Aerial Post) was
the only British official service for the flight
of public mails between the advent of the
aeroplane in 1903 and the termination of the
Great War (1914–1918).’
Towards the end of the Foreword the
authors wrote: ‘No other early mail service
attracted the public so successfully as to
require emergency stationery.’

Centenary 2011

To mark the Centenary of the First UK Aerial
Post, 9 September 1911 to 25 September
1911, Royal Mail is issuing a miniature sheet
and prestige stamp booklet on the day of the
actual anniversary.
A Royal Mail press release dated 22 June
2011 stated: ‘Now exactly 100 years on,
Royal Mail marks the event with a miniature
sheet, featuring a border that replicates the
design of an original publicity poster for the
inaugural flight.’
The four-pane prestige stamp booklet
written by Peter Lister, President of the
British Air Mail Society, includes a pane
comprising four 50p Windsor Castle stamps,
re-issued from the 2005 set of high-value
definitive stamps printed by intaglio.

Miniature sheet

The Aerial Post Miniature Sheet features:
Hamel Receives First Mail Bag (1st—First
Class inland letter rate); Hamel Ready to
Leave Hendon (68p—Europe up to 20g.);
Greswell’s Blériot at Windsor (£1—Europe
up to 40g.); Airmail Delivered at Windsor
(£1.10—Rest of World airmail up to 20g.
The Aerial Post Miniature Sheet was
designed by Robert Maude and Sarah Davies
and printed by Cartor on PVA gummed paper
using the lithography process.
The Prestige Stamp Book, price £9.97,
features four unique panes of stamps. It
tells the story of the origins and extensive
organisation behind the First UK Aerial Post
and the events from the first flight on
9 September 1911 to the last on
26 September 1911.
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Printed envelopes addressed to India and carried on the London
to Windsor flight of 15 September 1911 (right) and the Windsor to
London flight postmarked 16 September 1911; the first mail flight
from Windsor took place on 17 September (below)

Almost unnoticed

The Royal Mail miniature sheet and prestige
stamp book to be issued on 9 September 2011
will undoubtedly be bought by GB collectors
and specialists, but will sadly remain almost
unnoticed by the public.
The Centenary of the First UK Aerial in
September 2011 is a particularly significant
and important anniversary and one worthy
of a set of individual postage stamps. It is a
noteworthy occasion to promote great British
aviation achievements of the past to the world
of today—and it has been lost.

Underestimated

As those responsible at Royal Mail for
selecting and commissioning special stamps
have clearly underestimated the importance
of the First UK Aerial Post in September
1911, the last word should go to His Majesty’s
Postmaster of the time.
The Rt Hon Sir Herbert L Samuel, His
Majesty’s Postmaster General, 1910–1914,
wrote in the Foreword to the Aero Field

Souvenir to mark the 50th anniversary of the first UK Aerial Mail, signed by Warwick Lendon
who produced the design of a Farman biplane in flight over Windsor Castle used on the UK
Aerial Post envelopes and cards

Handbook No 3, from London on 12 March
1934: ‘I wonder whether, when that flimsy,
open-seated aero-plane took off from
Hendon one afternoon in September, 1911,
to carry a 23lb. bag of mails to Windsor in
connection with King George’s coronation
festivities, anyone had the vision to
foresee that within twenty years His Majesty’s

Royal Mail miniature sheet to be issued on 9 September to commemorate the
centenary of the First UK Aerial Post

mails would be carried regularly through
the air to the most distant parts of the
Empire.
‘I wonder whether anyone foresaw
that in less than a generation a British
Airways Service would be sending its
aeroplanes three million miles in the
course of a single year, and that in most of
the civilised countries of the world air-mail
services would be regarded as a matter of
course. I must confess that the Postmaster
General of that day did not fully foresee such
eventualities.

Great promise

‘Yet, holding that office, I was anxious
to encourage in every way in my power
an invention, then in its infancy, which
was clearly of great promise. It needed
publicity in order to gather support for its
development. The coronation furnished
the occasion; Sir Walter Windham and his
coadjutors suggested this demonstration;
the General Post Office was glad to give the
fullest facilities; the public responded to the
opportunity; and the thing was done.
‘It was the first air-post to be flown in the
United Kingdom, and that was an event
worthy to be commemorated in the history of
the world’s communications.’
G.S.M. September 2011
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By Tony Buckingham
Fig 1 The restored Grahame White Watch
Tower at Hendon

On 25 July 2009, I was waiting in Dover to see the re-enactment of Louis Blériot’s famous first
flight over the English Channel. The weather, as in 1911, was not good and only one of the
four replica planes flew in on the anniversary. Looking at the flimsy structures it was hard for
me to imagine how such aircraft could have flown so many mail sacks from Hendon to Windsor
on those first aerial post flights. The figures are staggering: 1015lb weight was flown on 9
September 1911 alone, 75,000 cards and letters were stacked up waiting for a flight. The total
number of postal items during the operation is estimated at 120,000.
As a cover dealer for 40-plus years, I am
Sir Ian Macfadyen, the Constable and Keeper
impressed, particularly when you realise that
at Windsor Castle, for our helicopter to land
6d., the cost of the card, would equate to
in Windsor Great Park. I had started with
roughly £2 today if you use RPI or nearly £10
the idea of flying a Blériot, but it would be
on average wages. Think about it, first class
impossible from Hendon nowadays, but as
post is 46p. In 1911 it was a halfpenny so the
I write I am still keen to get one to Windsor
card cost 12 times the usual postal rate, £5.52.
on the 9th, which is still possible, but the cost
Whichever way you work it, they were not
and all the regulations are horrific!
cheap in 1911, yet 120,000 items were flown,
Now, as you can imagine, the costs were
according to the ultimate reference book on
rocketing and, like the GPO, I needed to
the 1911 flights, The Coronation Aerial Post by
Francis J Field and N C Baldwin, published
in 1934.

somehow cover the bills. I came up with the
idea of a £1 Cinderella air stamp and got
Cath my long suffering wife, ex-Director
of Design at Benham for 30 years and now
Director of Design at Buckingham Covers, to
come up with something special. There were
four planes made ready in 1911, two Blériot
monoplanes and two Farman biplanes. The
stamps are in two designs, a Blériot and a
Farman, printed in a miniature sheet of four,
I think they are great but of course the proof
of the pudding is in the eating (Fig 2).

Earlier anniversary flights

I am following a tradition of re-enacting
flights. In 1961 BEA produced an 11d. air
stamp and flew covers along the original
route. 11d. was the appropriate air post

The cost of the card
was not cheap, yet
120,000 items were
flown

Set by law

The reason the cards were 6d. and the
envelopes 1s.1d. was that the postal rate
was set by law and it would take and Act of
Parliament to change it, but the flight had
to be paid for so the GPO charged for the
stationery to be carried instead. I came to the
same conclusion 100 years later. I wanted to
carry covers on the 9th but again the costs
were mounting up. I had joined forces with
the RAF Museum at Hendon to achieve the
correct starting point. The original Grahame
White Watch Tower (Fig 1) had been restored
to its 1911 glory and so the take-off could be
watched from the same vantage point as on 9
September 1911.
Jeffrey Booth kindly agreed to show some
of his fabulous 1911 collection and then take
it to Stampex. We also liaised with Air Marshal

Fig 2 Cinderella stamp sheet depicting Blériot
monoplane and Farman biplane

G.S.M. September 2011
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The First UK Aerial Post, 9 September 1911
One of the Major Landmarks in
Postal History
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From top:
Fig 3 BEA Hendon–Windsor 50th anniversary
flown cover with special Airway Letter Service
stamp and slogan postmark
Figs 4 and 5 Midland Stampex covers marking
the 50th anniversary
Fig 6 Flown RAF souvenir cover
Fig 7 Autogiro card from the APEX Air Post
Exhibition held in London in 1934

supplement. Again that was more than four
times the postal rate at the time, so about £2
today (Fig 3).
There were a number of variations and, at
Midland Stampex, a reproduction card was
produced with a special postmark at Stampex
Birmingham. Some were flown on the 9th
and have a Windsor slogan postmark, others
were flown by BEA (Figs 4 and 5).
Bearing in mind that the BEA covers and
cards are 50 years old and they were flown,
I am amazed that we can supply them at
just £12.50, but I suspect most will go into
collections this winter. They are of course
first day covers of the Hendon–Windsor BEA
stamp.
Enter the King of Charity covers, Group
Captain WSO Randle, who raised over
£6,000,000 for service charities, much of it via
commemorative covers. He started his covers
in 1968 and in 1971 he produced a cover
for the 60th anniversary of the aerial post. I
had almost forgotten it, but in 2011 it’s an
incredible buy at just £5, bearing in mind
that it was flown over the route with full
flight details. Bill had the full backing of
the RAF so no flight costs were involved
that time. He produced covers for the 75th
Anniversary too, along with a souvenir sheet,
which doubled as the illustration on his cover
(Fig 6).
Although not on an anniversary date the
1934 Autogiro card flown over the route
makes a great addition to a 1911 collection
(Fig 7).
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9 September 2011

I wanted to do something special to
commemorate the Centenary. It would be my
one and only commemoration of 1911, as I
cannot see me being around
for the 125th in 2036.
Sir Ian Macfadyen,
Governor and Keeper
of Windsor Castle, told
me straight away that in
1911 the problem was the
weather. In 2011 it was
more likely to be getting
clearance over Heathrow
air space. Taking his advice
I booked the helicopter,
paid the deposit and left the
liaising between the Aircraft
Company, Windsor Castle
and RAF Hendon.
Meanwhile, we set about
creating the covers and
cards for the 9th. Royal Mail
for once came up trumps.
The stamps were good, but
more importantly, they were
being issued on the 9th,
which made all the covers we do both historic
and ‘first day’, which is a rather nice.
I thought it would be good to reproduce
the original cards, but wording them
‘1911–2011’ so as not to cause confusion.
Each card is flown using one of the Royal
Mail stamps and an air stamp/label, thus
making it possible for collectors to buy just
one or the set of four (Fig 8). All of these will
be flown. We have limited the cards to 1000
sets which include mint and of course some
will be used on the 15th for the Windsor–
Hendon Anniversary. We also produced a
special Royal Mail stamp sheet again limited
to 1000 (Fig 9).
I am always getting in trouble for calling
everything coin covers, if they have a medal,
a coin or any metal object inserted, but of
course some are ‘medallion’ covers and the
generic term these days is PNC (Philatelic
Numismatic Covers). My excuse is that even
the coin covers are probably really medallion
ones as it would be hard to spend the coins
inside. I could have used a 1911 penny, but
got Cath to design a completely new medal
which was sculpted by Raphael Maklouf, the
famous ex-Royal Mint sculptor. There are two
versions, silver and gold (well, those are the
colours). They are rather splendid and it is
hoped that numismatists will be delighted to
add them to their collections. Figs 10 and 11
show both sides of the medal.
The coin cover, again with an air
stamp, will also be flown and, as one of
the passengers will be Air Marshal Sir Ian
Macfadyen, he has kindly signed them on
behalf of the new Battle of Britain Tower
Museum at the RAF Museum (Fig 12). We
hope that these, together with our normal
First Days, provide suitable commemorative
items for a major postal anniversary.
Everyone can see the take-off of the
helicopter at around 11a.m. on the 9th at
Hendon. They can also view a Blériot in the
hangar, as well as look over the Grahame
White Watch Tower. If you haven’t been,
the RAF Museum is well worth a visit on any
day. At the time of writing this article I am
involved with a project that might bring a
Blériot to fly in Windsor Great Park on the
9th. Now that would be something!
G.S.M. September 2011

Fig 8 (above) One
of the set of four
postcards
Fig 9 (left) BCS sheet
Figs 10 and 11 (right)
Obverse and reverse of
the coin cover medal
Fig 12 Coin covers

Windsor Castle is open to the Public,
as is the Park, and Tony Buckingham at
Buckingham Covers would love you to
buy some of the covers, as would his bank
manager!
Windsor Castle
www.windsor.gov.uk/site/things-to-do/
windsor-castle

RAF Museum Hendon
Grahame Park Way, London, NW9 5LL
www.rafmuseum.org.uk
Buckingham Covers
www.buckinghamcovers.com
Warren House, Shearway Rd, Folkestone,
Kent CT19 4BF, UK. Tel 01303 278 137.
Email betty@buckinghamcovers.com
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This month’s offering is another mixed bag, which focusses on self-adhesive counter
sheet printings, for which a complete update is provided—including a table of printing
dates to put the various printings, with and without date codes, into context. There
is news of the ‘Recorded Signed For’ stamps with an MA10 date code, but to start this
month’s offering off there is some light relief with ‘Thomas the Tank Engine’.

Machin Watch
By John M Deering
Hello and welcome to the September Machin Watch. Yes it really is the September
edition already; it doesn’t seem as if we have had any real summer, and yet autumn
is already on the agenda! Although you will likely be reading this in August, I
am actually writing the copy in the last week of July whilst in eager anticipation
of the imminent upgrade to some ‘Post & Go’ machines so that they can—as a
trial—dispense an ‘up to 40g’ denomination in addition to the other usual values.
Once I get the news confirmed, I will probably be in the car or on the train so
that I can obtain some early copies. I sometimes think that my occupation as a
specialist dealer in current material is a little like being a tornado (twister) hunter
in the USA (although what interests me isn’t nearly as deadly); we both wait for
news of a new sighting, and then we jump into a vehicle and go hunting. My wife
has tolerated this unusual activity for years, but my friends just think I am barking
(and they are probably right). I am sure the editor will agree!
Before you read on you will want to know that the rolls of 10,000 (yes, ten
thousand) 1st self-adhesive stamps (with ‘R’ source code) have been reprinted and
exist with MA10 stamps. Previous rolls of 10,000 were all produced without any
date codes as they were printed in 2009. Obtaining such a roll will be an expensive
exercise, as 10,000 1st stamps totals to £4600. Aagh! I am now broke! More on
these stamps next month. Enjoy …
From roll of 10,000 stamps, self-adhesive 1st, source code ‘R’ and date code ‘MA10’

‘Thomas the Tank Engine’ retail booklet

Mentioned in my tailpiece last month is
the ‘Thomas the Tank Engine’ booklet, the
latest of Royal Mail’s popular 6×1st mixed
commemorative/definitive retail booklets.
Issued on 14 June to mark the centenary of
the birth of the Reverend Wilbert Awdry, the
creator of ‘Thomas the Tank Engine’, the
booklet is part of a much bigger issue, which
includes six sheet commemorative stamps and
a miniature sheet. The booklet is in the usual
format with a central arrangement of four
standard gold NVIs, flanked on either side by
a full-sized (Thomas) 1st commemorative.
There can’t be many people on our fair
isle who haven’t heard of ‘Thomas the Tank
Engine’, but, undoubtedly, there will be many
who are less familiar with his inception and
the background to the Reverend Wilbert
Awdry’s delightful stories and images which
have become … well, almost iconic! For
the uninitiated, and as a reminder to those
with fond childhood memories of Thomas
and his friends, Thomas is a fictional steam
locomotive in the Railway Series of short
stories written by the Reverend Wilbert
Awdry. Born in 1911, the Reverend published
26 stories in all; the first, The Three Railway
Engines, was published in 1945, with the
26th Tramway Engines appearing in 1972 (so
that was almost one a year). Thomas isn’t
the only steam locomotive to feature in the
Railway Series, but if the story was a Hollywood
blockbuster film he would undoubtedly be
the star and hence the stamp issue’s title. The
inspiration for the short stories came when
the Reverend’s son, Christopher, had measles
in 1942. To help keep him entertained the
Reverend—who was a railway enthusiast—
G.S.M. September 2011

told him stories and drew him pictures, and
so the Railway Series and Thomas were born.
It is the detail and humour that has made the
stories and the characters so delightful; the
main characters, which include locomotives,
a tender engine and a diesel railcar, a tram
engine and even a railway bus (all with their
own unique faces), all have feelings and
expressions, and Thomas, particularly, has

become a brand in his own right. Thomas
and his friends were immortalised in 1984
when the stories were adapted for television
leading to the creation of 348 episodes of
‘Thomas & Friends’.
The commemorative stamps
Thinking of the commemoratives for a
moment; there are six sheet stamps, which
are all in long-landscape format (60mm
wide and 21mm deep), and a miniature
sheet, which contains four standard-sized
(41mm×30mm) commemoratives. All are
printed in litho by Cartor. The six sheet
stamps show six of the engines as they appear
in the television series, whilst the miniature
sheet stamps feature original illustrations
from the popular books. The sheet stamps
are as follows: 1st ‘Thomas’; 66p ’James’,
68p ‘Percy’, 76p ‘Daisy’, £1 ‘Toby’ and £1.10
‘Gordon’. As we already know, ‘Thomas’ is
a Tank Engine (a steam tank locomotive),
but the other sheet-stamp characters are as
follows: ‘James’ is a steam tender engine and
‘Percy’ is a (smaller) saddle tank engine,
which is also steam powered, whilst ‘Daisy’ is
a unique diesel railcar; ‘Toby’ is a steam tram
engine and ‘Gordon’ a big steam express
engine.
If we now look at the four stamps in
the miniature sheet, the first is captioned
‘‘Goodbye, Bertie,’ called Thomas’’ and is
a 1st featuring ‘Thomas’ again, but passing
‘Bertie’, who is a red railway bus waiting at

‘Thomas the Tank Engine’ miniature sheet
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‘Thomas the Tank Engine’ retail booklet (14 June 2011); booklet includes
‘“Goodbye, Bertie,” called Thomas’ design which is also featured in the miniature
sheet. Booklet has W1 (pW1) W1 W1 W1 W1 cylinder number adjacent to tab (see
enlargement)

a level crossing (this is the design to appear
in the retail booklet); the second, a 68p, is
captioned ‘James was more dirty than hurt’
and shows ‘James’ covered in tar and in a bit
of a predicament having failed to pin down
his brakes at the top of a hill, with the result
that he crashed into the railway yard; the
third, a 76p, is captioned ‘“Yes, Sir,” Percy
shivered miserably’ and features ‘Percy’, who
has ended up in the sea having ignored a
sign; and the fourth, a £1.00, is captioned
‘They told Henry, “We shall leave you there
for always”’ and shows an engine called
‘Henry’ (who isn’t featured on the sheet
stamps at all) being walled up in a disused
tunnel as punishment for not wanting to
get his paint wet—If you are worried about
‘Henry’, he was eventually let out of the
tunnel and brought back into service, and he
was even given a new coat of paint!
The retail booklet
Like other similar retail booklets mixing
commemoratives and definitives, the
‘Thomas’ booklet has a red outside cover
(with the usual wording) and is printed
in gravure by Walsall. The tab has a
predominately white background but with
large red wording saying THOMAS THE
TANK ENGINE™ to indicate that the booklet
might just contain something special, and
at the bottom of the tab is a tiny picture of
Thomas. The two 1st commemoratives are
identical, and are of the ‘“Goodbye, Bertie,”
called Thomas’ design from the miniature
sheet, although being gravure printed and
self-adhesive, they are totally different to the
miniature sheet version and are therefore
quite important. Both have all over phosphor,
and, just like other similar retail booklets,
have their matrix intact, which allows the
theme to be carried into the background.
Illustrated on the matrix surrounding the
left hand stamp is (I think) the front cover
from one of the Reverend’s books, and at
the right (presumably from inside one of his
books) there is part of a map of the Island of
Sodor, which is the fictional island in the Irish
Sea—the setting of the Railway Series. Sodor is
(fictionally) apparently between England and
the Isle of Man.
The central arrangement of four standard
gold NVIs is as you would expect, the stamps
have two (side) bands and, just like those in
the other mixed commemorative/definitive
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retail booklets issued this year, the stamps
have the M11L date code (pictured last
month). Cylinder booklets exist, and their
cylinder number combination is (I think) as
follows (although the first part is very hard to
see): W1 (above the Thomas picture on the
tab), pW1, and then above the OMAS, W1 W1
W1 W1.
To sum up
I for one think this particular stamp issue
is rather nice and just jolly good fun. The
booklet makes a welcome addition to the
eclectic series of popular 6×1st mixed
commemorative/definitive retail booklets.

The issue is hardly of an intellectual nature
and certainly doesn’t commemorate some
great event (the only reason for a stamp issue
according to some!), and undoubtedly an
opportunity for Royal Mail to generate some
revenue, but it is clearly a very popular theme
and can do no harm when trying to make
stamps of interest to the younger generation.
An issue like the Royal Shakespeare
Company ticks the intellectual box but has
no appeal to a young child. I have already
received extra orders for the Thomas issue to
be sent on for clients’ grandchildren, and the
booklets were even on sale at my local petrol
station.

‘Recorded Signed For’ with MA10 date code!
In the January 2010 Machin Watch, I
discussed two brand new self-adhesive Machin
stamps which were issued on 17 November
2009. They were issued to be service specific
for the ‘Recorded Signed For’ (RSF) service,
and there is one for a standard letter and
another for a Large letter. If these stamps
have completely passed you by, or you don’t
see them very often, then a brief reminder is
in order (after all, I haven’t discussed them
for 18 months); they are wider than ordinary
Machins (even the standard letter version,

which is square at 24mm×24mm) because
at the left there is a 4mm-wide yellow strip
to accommodate the words ‘RECORDED
SIGNED FOR’. If you turn to page 291 of the
2011 Stanley Gibbons Concise stamp catalogue
you will find them duly listed (SG U2981
and U2982) and pictured along with similar
(blue and silver) service specific stamps for
‘SPECIAL DELIVERY’, which were issued in
October 2010.
The RSF stamps are printed by De La Rue
(DLR) in gravure with two (side) phosphor

Part of a cover showing
the standard and Large
MA10 ‘Recorded Signed
For’ stamps which are
postmarked 11 April
2011
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RSF MA10 appears in 2011!
When they were first issued in 2009, the newly
issued RSF stamps were without date codes in
the iridescent overprint because the feature
didn’t exist at the time, and the concept
certainly hadn’t been considered, by us at
least! Now date codes are commonplace it was

only a matter of time before a new printing
of the RSF stamps would have the feature—
but would it be a MA10 or M11L (or both)?
I had been looking out for new printings
throughout much of 2010, but no new RSF
printings had been spotted. When 2011
arrived I was left wondering if, in terms of
date codes, the RSF stamps would skip MA10
and move straight on to M11L. by studying
printing dates, we know that initial stock of
the standard letter version was printed on
three days in October 2009, and the Large
(used less I should imagine) on just one day
(see table of printing dates). Clearly this
initial stock has been in general circulation
for some time. Then, in April 2011, new
printings of both standard and large letter
RSF stamps suddenly appeared. Surprisingly,
both were MA10 with March 2010 (yes, 2010)
printing dates. It seems that they have been in

storage somewhere, and have taken just over
a year to surface! New printings of existing
stamps take place all the time, but depending
on stock control such printings can turn up
in circulation almost immediately or (as with
the RSF) take a very long time to get into post
office stock. The moral of the story is to keep
looking and never to assume something does
or doesn’t exist, as only time will (eventually)
tell! The March 2010 printings are 11/03/10
for the standard letter version and 12/03/10
for the Large. The cylinder numbers (pD1,
D1 D1 D1) are unchanged from the original
printings. Apart from being MA10, the stamps
are the same as their 2009 cousins. Earlier
on in this article I mentioned the ‘Special
Delivery’ stamps and, just in case you can’t
remember, they were issued in October 2010
and so are MA10 by default, but I am on the
look out for an M11L version in due course.

‘RECORDED SIGNED FOR’
standard letter version in
printing date blocks: 16/10/09
without date code on stamps,
and alongside 11/03/10 with
MA10 date code on stamps

‘RECORDED SIGNED FOR’ Large
letter version in printing date
blocks: 21/10/09 without date
code on stamps, and alongside
12/03/10 with MA10 date code
on stamps

G.S.M. September 2011
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bands, and are only available from counter
sheets of 50 stamps (5×10)—although, of
course, individual stamps can be detached
from a sheet and sold singly over the post
office counter by virtue of the stamp’s
backing paper, which is rouletted for this
purpose. Just like other DLR counter sheet
printings, the stamps have the (now) usual
features of iridescent overprint with repeating
words ROYAL MAIL, and they have four
‘U-shaped’ security slits, which are broken at
the top and bottom.

Machin Watch
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NVI sheet printings – an update

In the preceding piece, I discussed new
printings of the RSF stamps and lightly
touched on the Special Delivery (SD) stamps;
last month I included a large feature dealing
with all the different date and source codes
which can be found on the self-adhesive
printings since February 2009. But one
thing I haven’t done yet is to properly update readers on the different counter sheet
printings of the 2nd and 1st NVI stamps.
Therefore; in view of last month’s copy
putting the date codes into context and this
month’s piece on RSF (and SD) stamps, a
full update (including all the printing dates

for the security NVIs, both with and without
date codes, which are known by me and
my contacts—thanks RP!) seemed the next
logical step—and it reveals some interesting
observations.
M11L stamps printed in 2010
There have been some counter sheet
printings with relatively late 2010 printing
dates which, surprisingly, have M11L or
MA11 stamps. For example, the 2nd stamps
(SG U2957) exist with MA10 from sheets
with the printing date of 19 November
2010, but sheets printed three days later

on 22 November 2010 have stamps with
M11L. Now this fact rather goes against my
own suppositions, and those of the wider
philatelic community, of what the date codes
represent—I think it is fair to say that most
collectors and dealers assumed the date codes
were associated with the actual calendar year
of printing, but perhaps not? I have it on
reasonable authority that the dates have more
to do with Royal Mail’s financial year and the
budgetary periods for ordering stamp stock
within that year. I will try and explain my own
understanding of it (although I still feel there
are holes in the concept). Firms’ financial
years rarely tie up with calendar years and as
far as I know Royal Mail’s financial year (FY)
ends on 28 March; thus their 2010—2011 FY
ran from 29 March 2010 to 28 March 2011.
Thinking of the 2010/2011 period, if for
internal use and purchasing the FY year is
deliberately broken into two financial periods
associated with budget and future demand
(the periods may not be equal in terms of
months), then one could argue that any
stamp stock commissioned/ordered in the
first six or seven months of the year is part
of the 2010/2010 period, whilst anything
ordered from October onwards is part of the
2010/2011 period and may attract a 2011
date code instead. None of this is fact, but is
the gist of what I have been told and it may
explain why we have M11L and MA11 stamps
printed in November 2010. Of course it
doesn’t really matter why; the date codes are
for Royal Mail’s own operational use (they
certainly aren’t philatelically driven), but
perhaps what it does tell us is to look out for
an M12L before the year is out. Of course it
might all be much simpler than this; perhaps
it is down to DLR who may have printed
stock in November 2010 in anticipation
of an order from Royal Mail in 2011, and
such prematurely printed stock would have
M11L/MA11 but with a 2010 printing date.
Hopefully somebody in the know within
Royal Mail will give me a definitive (ha! what
a predictable pun) answer sometime so we
can all stop speculating and be put out of our
misery.
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have broken ‘U-shaped’ slits (making them
the only NVIs of this sort to be without a date
code and to have broken slits!). There were
no further printings of 2nd and 1st stamps
in 2009—the RSF stamps were printed a
few days after the 1st Large and they too
have broken ‘U-shaped’ slits, but then they
were never issued without them in the first
place. So if you collect stamps with and
without source codes, and with and without
date codes, you may wish to obtain a 1st
Large from the 12 October 2009 printing
so your collection is also complete in terms
of ‘U-shaped slits’. Putting the NVI security
printings into context with each other is a
table detailing all the different printings
together with several pictures of date blocks.

TAILPIECE

Above: 2nd in printing date blocks: 19/11/10
with MA10 on stamps, alongside (only three
days later) 22/11/10 with M11L on stamps
Below left: 2nd Large in printing date blocks:
17/09/10 with MA10 on stamps, alongside
24/11/10 with MA11 on stamps
Below right: 1st Large without date code in
printing date blocks: 14/08/09 with unbroken
‘U-shaped’ slits, alongside the 12/10/09
printing which uniquely for stamps without a
date code has broken ‘U-shaped’ slits
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I anticipate bringing you some more ‘Post & Go’ news
shortly, as I shall, in due course, be discussing a font error
which has resulted in some small font Machin versions
having the original large font on one value only. The Birds
issues are also similarly affected, and so the error makes
for some interesting varieties and further expands ‘Post
& Go’ into a fascinating and uniquely different collecting area that has only just begun. As I
have said before, it’s time to get on the ‘Post & Go’ train before it gets too far up the track.
As a taster, here is a picture of the affected Worldwide Up to 10g. value. Also shown to whet
your appetite for next month’s column is a picture of the fifth in the series of ‘Olympic and
Paralympic Games’ 6×1st retail booklets, which was issued on 27 July; in addition to the usual
four gold Machins, it features one
each of a ‘Wheelchair Rugby’ and
‘Sailing’ stamps.
Small font ‘Post & Go’ Worldwide
Up to 10g stamp with ‘Up to
10g’ printed in wrong font, and
6×1st ‘London 2010 Olympic and
Paralympic Games 5’ retail booklet
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‘U-shaped’ slits
For completeness, readers do need to
be aware of the un-broken and broken
‘U-shaped’ slits, which have been used on
the different counter sheet printings, but,
with the exception of one 1st Large printing
(and the RSF stamps) without a date code,
things are actually pretty straightforward.
Apart from the exceptions mentioned, by
default all the sheet printings without date
codes have unbroken ‘U-shaped’ slits, and
all the printings with date codes have broken
‘U-shaped’ slits.
The exception to this rule is the 1st Large
printing of 12 October 2009 which, in terms
of 2nd or 1st stamps, is the last of the 2009
printings, and uniquely the stamps from it

Festival of Britain
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The Festival of Britain exhibition on the South Bank closed 60 years ago this month. In
this article, Derek Connell looks back at the special facilities offered by the exhibition
post office, as well as the stamps, postmarks and Cinderellas connected with the
event.

A Tonic to the Nation
By Derek Connell
If, 60 years ago, you had arrived at Waterloo
Station by train or tube (using your handy
map, Fig 1) or by omnibus (using your special
ticket, Fig 2) and crossed York Road towards
the Thames, you would have been amazed at
the vision that greeted you. There, laid out
between County Hall upstream and Waterloo

Events were held up
and down the land,
but the hub of it
all was built on the
South Bank

Bridge downstream, was the South Bank
Exhibition of the Festival of Britain.
As early as 1943, whilst World War II
was still raging, the Royal Society for the
Encouragement of Arts, Manufactures and
Commerce, who had initiated the Great
Exhibition of 1851, suggested celebrating
its centenary. At the end of the War, News
Chronicle editor, Gerald Barry suggested much
the same, to advertise to the world our design
and manufacturing skills. The government
latched on to the idea, seeing the propaganda
possibilities to revive the flagging spirits of
our post-war austerity country. The Festival of
Britain was announced. The King said every
family in the land should join in. It would be
a ‘Tonic to the Nation!’ Events were held up
and down the land, but the hub of it all was
built on the South Bank.

Fig 1 Festival
transport map
Fig 2 Festival bus
tickets

Fig 3 A plan of the South Bank exhibition site with suggested ‘way to go round’
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Fig 4 The exhibition post office

The exhibition post office

Whilst the rest of the family dashed off to find
‘The Way to Go Round’ as the guide called
it (Fig 3), the ardent philatelist or schoolboy
stamp collector would seek out the exhibition
post office by the York Road screen (Fig
4). Once inside all the usual services were
available, including the sale of the new stamps
that had gone on sale on 3 May.
The 4d. blue shows the Festival symbol,
designed by Abram Games. For the stamp he
added scrolls bearing the dates 1851–1951
in celebration of the Great Exhibition
centenary. (See the review of Naomi Games’
book, A Symbol for the Festival in July’s GSM.)
The 2½d. red, by Edmund Dulac, shows the
head of Britannia alongside Mercury’s staff
and a Horn of Plenty. Harrisons printed the
adhesives in photogravure and produced a
commemorative display card bearing two of

Fig 5 Harrison presentation card bearing pairs
of the two Festival of Britain stamps issued on
3 May 1951

Fig 6 The post office counter. A Ticket Issuing
Machine can be seen alongside the scales

Fig 7 An example of a TIM label together with
the Festival parcel handstamp

G.S.M. September 2011

59

BRITISH STAMPS

each for presentation to dignitaries and VIPs
(Fig 5).
Mere mortals had to queue up to buy their
stamps over the counter. Fig 6 shows a 1950’s
gent sending a parcel, to the right of which is
a Ticket Issuing Machine (TIM). Similar to a
bus conductor’s, the dial on top was set to the
required value and a swift turn of the handle
would print the ticket on to a roll of adhesive
paper which would slide out of the serrated
slot all ready to be torn off and stuck on. No
computer or electricity necessary. The Festival
symbol and Royal cipher are included and
they could be considered the forerunners
of today’s Post and Go labels. (Computer
and electricity very necessary!) Fig 7 shows
an example alongside a rubber parcel-post
handstamp that should have been used for
cancelling adhesives. Presumably this one was
done by favour.

Festival of Britain
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Fig 8
Pillar box
outside the
Power and
Production
Pavilion

Cancellations

To obtain a philatelic souvenir you had to do
no more than to pop a stamped envelope or
card into one of the two wall boxes at the post
office (back wall, Fig 6) or one of the six pillar
boxes scattered throughout the grounds. One
of these, outside the Power and Production
Pavilion, can be seen in the postcard (Fig
8) with County Hall in the background.
Today, this is where the queue forms for the
London Eye. Fig 9 shows a time plate from
pillar box FOB5 on the other side of the site,
by Waterloo Bridge. The boxes were cleared
frequently throughout the day and all mail
was taken to the South East District Office
(SEDO) in Lambeth for machine cancelling
with a wavy line slogan containing the
Festival symbol. Fig 10 shows just such a cover,
produced jointly by the PTS and the BPA,
dated 4 May at 3.15p.m. This is the earliest

Fig 9 Time
plate from
pillar box
FOB 5

Fig 10
Souvenir cover
with exhibition
slogan of
3.15p.m.
on 4 May,
the earliest
possible time

Fig 11 postcard sent from the exhibition on the
opening day

time possible as the Exhibition didn’t open
to the public until 2.00p.m. on this, the
opening day.
It is supposed that these 3.15p.m. covers,
mostly with typed addresses, were bulk
mailings from stamp dealers, delivered to the
SEDO the day before and serviced overnight.
Compare this with Fig 11 which has the same
machine slogan, but timed at 6.15p.m. This
is a hand-written postcard from a Mum and
Dad enjoying their visit sent to their son
who languishes at school! Which is the more
collectable? You decide!
There was also a handstamp available at
the post office which can be seen sitting on
its ink-pad in Fig 6. Theoretically this was only
for use on registered and other special items
that regulations allowed the counter clerk to
cancel. Fig 12 shows an example registered
by a City firm. Again, this was probably a
bulk sending, serviced at the SEDO. The
addressee, Mr Bezodis, was in fact a manager
at the SEDO.
The handstamp was also used to cancel
adhesives missed by the machine. In Fig 13
the 2½d. stamp has purposely been placed
to be missed. Strictly against the rules, but
as the addressee is Mr McGregor, the district
postmaster, a blind eye was turned! None of
these are first day covers, but souvenirs of the
first day of the South Bank Exhibition. Both
postmarks were available for every date until
close on 30 September (Fig 14).
Fig 12 Festival handstamp used on a
registered letter of 4 May 1951
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Fig 14 Registered cover with handstamp of 30 September, closing
date of the exhibition, and Closing Ceremony Programme

Fig 15 The opening ceremony took place on
the steps of St Paul’s Cathedral

Fig 16 First day covers with Battersea machine
cancel of 3 May were available from the stamp
shop in the Festival Pleasure Gardens

King George VI opened the Festival of
Britain from the steps of St Paul’s Cathedral
on 3 May (Fig 15) and this was the day
the stamps went on sale. First day covers
produced by Wingfields were serviced with
the wavy line slogan of Battersea SW11 (Fig
16). Battersea Park became the Festival
Pleasure Gardens for the duration, due to
be opened by Princess Margaret on 3 May.
Unfortunately, due to torrential rain, the
site was flooded and the opening postponed
until the Whit Bank Holiday. The attractions
included a Stamp Shop (but no post office)
where f.d.c’s went on sale, and sold out very
quickly. Unstamped covers continued to be
available for private use, printed ‘Souvenir
Cover’ as in Fig 14.
G.S.M. September 2011
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Fig 13 The exhibition handstamp cancelling an adhesive missed
by the machine cancel
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The new stamps

Five definitives, ½d.–2½d., in new colours
also went on sale on the 3rd and Fig 17 shows
these cancelled with a combination of wavy
line slogan and c.d.s. of Battersea, on the first
day. Whilst we’re here, Fig 18 shows a Pleasure
Gardens guide, with entrance and deckchair
tickets.
Four more stamps went on sale that day:
2s.6d., 5s., 10s. and £1. The authorities
denied any connection with the festivities
and they did remain on permanent sale until
the coming of Elizabeth II’s ‘Castle’ series
in 1955. Nevertheless, they have become
known as the Festival high values and not
without good reason. The half-a-crown design
by Mary Adshead shows Nelson’s flagship,
HMS Victory in full sail reflecting the Sea and
Ships Pavilion, adjacent to Nelson Pier (Fig
19). The 5s. by the same designer shows the
White Cliffs of Dover made famous by Vera
Lynn, the forces sweetheart and reminds
us of the Seaside Section, created as part
of the Exhibition (Fig 20). Percy Metcalfe’s
10s. design is based on Pistrucci’s George
and the Dragon which is perhaps an odd
choice as he represents England rather than
Britain. There again, as he also appears
on the Festival’s crown piece, at least the
inconsistency is consistent (Fig 21). The £1
stamp, also by Metcalfe, illustrates the Royal
full achievement of arms, including the
animal supporters. The Lion and the Unicorn
Pavilion attempted to capture what it is to be
British. Language, poets and authors, liberty,
eccentricity and humour were all mentioned.
Perhaps Tenniel’s White Knight summed it all
up (Fig 22)!

Fig 17 First day cover bearing the five new
definitives issued on 3 May 1951 cancelled by
Battersea machine and c.d.s.
Fig 18 Pleasure Gardens
guide, deckchair and
entrance tickets

2s.6d., 5s., 10s. and £1 stamps, popularly
known as the Festival high values, were also
issued on 3 May 1951
Fig 19 Sea and Ships Pavilion and 2s.6d.
stamp depicting HMS Victory
Fig 20 Seaside Section and 5s.stamp showing
the White Cliffs of Dover
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The King had more work to do that day.
On the evening of 3 May, he, with Queen
Elizabeth, unveiled a plaque to open the
Royal Festival Hall. Then, accompanied
by Princess Elizabeth and the Duke of
Edinburgh, they attended the inaugural
concert by the combined London Choirs and
Orchestras, conducted by Sir Adrian Boult
and Sir Malcolm Sargent. Fig 23 shows a ticket
and programme from that first week.
The following morning the Royal couple
were back again, meeting Gerald Barry
who had suggested the event and was now
Director General of the Festival. Fig 24 shows
a postcard of Barry giving Their Majesties
a guided tour. Having yesterday opened
the Festival and the Hall, today George VI
opened the South Bank Exhibition and the
public were allowed in at last.
There was a great deal of publicity
surrounding the Festival. Before May, much

Fig 22 The Lion and the Unicorn Pavilion
and the £1 stamp illustrating the Royal
coat of arms

Fig 23 Concert programme and ticket
from the Royal Festival Hall, opened on
3 May

Fig 24 King George VI and Queen Elizabeth on
a guided tour of the South Bank Exhibition

Fig 25 Slogan cancellation used to
publicise the Festival
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Fig 21 St George and
the Dragon featured
on the 10s. stamp as
well as the Festival
crown piece
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of the country’s mail was franked with a
slogan postmark including the Symbol and
dates (Fig 25). The Festival offices used
specially printed envelopes and cachets as
well as advertising labels (Fig 26).

Festival Cinderellas

The magazine Stamp Mirror ran a competition
to design Festival stamps. Their City page,
‘from the heart of London’s Strand’
announced the results in December 1950.
C W Elsworth’s entry was judged to be the
best commemorative, using an outline of the
British Isles, and A T Derbyshire won the high

Fig 26 Envelopes, cachets and advertising
labels used by the Festival offices to
publicise the event

Fig 27 Winning entries for Stamp Mirror’s
Festival stamp design competition.
C W Elsworth’s best commemmorative
showing a map of Britain and the
Festival emblem and A T Derbyshire’s
best high value utilising the St George
and Dragon theme
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value prize with his version of George and the
Dragon. Both winning entries were printed
on card and signed by the artists in a limited
edition of 100 each. These were put on sale at
the Battersea stamp shop and sold out in the
first day (Fig 27).
Other ‘Cinderellas’ were produced by
the Greater London Fund for the Blind.
Denominated at 3d. each, an entire set of ten
came with a free souvenir folder to stick them
in. Fig 28 shows a complete set in the folder,
in a selection of the five colours available.
Designs include the Crystal Palace, the South
Bank site and various Exhibition buildings.
The Festival ship, Campania, which toured
coastal towns, and the Travelling Exhibition
which visited other big cities, are shown, as
is the Symbol. Another design shows Nellie,
one of the steam engines on Rowland Emett’s
miniature railway in the Festival Pleasure
Gardens. Fig 29 shows one of these charity
stamps used on a postcard and tied by a
slogan postmark.
A commercial organisation, ‘On-My-Way’,
issued an unusual set of hexagonal poster
stamps illustrating London landmarks in
a souvenir sheet (Fig 30). Apart from the
South Bank site, Tower of London and
Tower Bridge, all the buildings stand in The
City, from Guildhall to Royal Exchange and
Mansion House, St Paul’s and the Monument.
The margins include coats of arms of the old
London County Council, City of London,
City of Westminster and the 12 great Livery
Companies. A perforated counterfoil shows
the Festival Symbol and the message, ‘Put
these stamps on your correspondence and
show London to your friends’. Fig 31 shows
how someone has done just that, with a
Festival postcard.
G.S.M. January 2011
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Above: Fig 28 The Greater London
Fund for the Blind produced a set
of ten labels and a souvenir folder
in which to stick them
Fig 29 One of the labels used on
a postcard and tied by a slogan
postmark
Right: Fig 30 On-My-Way’s sheet
of hexagonal labels showing
London landmarks
Fig 31 The Tower Bridge design
used on a Festival postcard

Fig 32 A selection of Festival
souvenirs

1951 was a turning point for Great Britain,
a curtain raiser on things to come. Soon the
new architecture, art and design was to be
seen across the nation. Fig 32 shows just a
few of the other souvenirs that were available
at that time. George VI passed away the
following year, heralding the beginning of the
new Elizabethan age.
Fig 4 copyright Royal Mail Group Ltd, 2011.
By courtesy of the British Postal Museum and
Archive.
Fig 6 from a private collection. Stamped
on back, ‘By courtesy of the Post Master
General’.
Many of the items are from the archive of
the late George Simner. My grateful thanks
to Fred Peskett, president of the Festival
of Britain Society for information and
illustrations. If you would like to know more
about the Society write to the secretary, Mrs
F Simner at 23, Langton Avenue, East Ham,
London, E6 6AN.
A 1951 exhibition at the Festival Hall
continues until September.
G.S.M. January 2011
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Paul Brittain looks a little closer to home for his next selection of famously elusive
stamp rarities. This month’s instalment highlights some of the rarest stamps ever to
be issued by Great Britain. Exceptional items mentioned include the 2d. Tyrian Plum,
the 1d. Red from plate 77 and Britain’s rarest stamp, the 6d. IR Official.

Great Britain’s Rarest Stamps
By Paul Brittain

A single and a single and pair, forming a strip of three of the ‘VR’ Penny Black intended for official government use. The idea was abandoned after
3323 sheets had been delivered; all but 21 sheets were destroyed

Many non-collectors assume that the Penny
Black is the world’s rarest stamp: often the
misunderstanding is similar to the thinking
that the stamps of King Edward VIII must be
rare as the reign was so short, and anything
issued earlier must be scarce because it is old.
While we know that Great Britain has few
stamps that rate among the world’s rarest—
and the Penny Black is certainly not one of
them—few would turn their noses up at a fine
mint example, while a block is particularly
desirable.
Nevertheless, there are two Penny Blacks
that do fall into the ‘scarce’ category. First is
the version intended for official government
use, with the letters V and R (for Victoria
Regina) in the top corners instead of the
‘stars’ of the standard stamps. Despite the
intention for widespread government use,
and the fact that 3323 sheets of the stamps
were delivered, only 21 sheets avoided
subsequent destruction. From this quantity
a number of the official stamps were used to
send the Notice to Postmasters advising them
of the issue. Many other examples were used
for cancellation trials.
The other Penny Black rarity is the stamp
printed from plate 11. This plate came into
use at the time of the transition from the
Penny Black to the Penny Red. While it was
mainly used to print the Penny Red, after a
quantity of sheets had been printed, it was
then used to print 700 sheets in black, before
reverting back to printing the red version.
Interestingly, of the plates from 1 to 11 used
to print the Penny Black, mint condition
examples from plate 10 are scarcer than those
from plate 11, but used examples from plate
11 are the scarcest.
The Penny Red, however, does provide
one of Great Britain’s rarities. Following the
successful experiments with perforating, and
with non-diminishing concerns over security,
resulting in the letters appearing in all four
corners of the design, on 1 April 1864 the
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Penny Red was issued with the plate number
incorporated in the design. The first plate
so produced was number 69, but it and plate
70 were not suitable for printing, meaning
the first plate number to appear within the
design was 71. Difficulties also rose with plates
75 and 77, and although no stamps from
the former have been identified, just nine
examples exist from plate 77. It is believed
that this plate proved unsatisfactory because
the alignment of the stamps in the sheet

made perforation difficult. Over the years
there have been many reports of finds of
stamps from this plate, but most have
proved to be from other plates, such as 177.
An example from plate 77 is to be found
in the Tapling Collection at the British
Library. The plates used to print these stamps
continued up to 225, but, in addition to the
plates already mentioned, no stamps have
been recorded printed from plates 126 and
128.

1d. red from plate 77.
Image courtesy of the
British Library

G.S.M. September 2011
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One of the rarest stamps from Great Britain is the 2d ‘Tyrian Plum’, which was intended
for issue for King Edward VII. The idea was to replace the two-colour, low value definitives
of the reign with stamps printed in a single colour. Thus the 4d. had been issued on 1
November 1909 in orange, in place of green and brown. In addition, a new 7d. value in
grey was released on 4 May 1910. The 2d. was to be in a new design, and over 100,000
sheets were printed, but on 6 May 1910, before stocks were distributed to post offices,
the King died (some state that the stamps were not distributed in the knowledge that the
King’s health was declining, but also that the colour in which the stamps were printed
was unstable). Most of the production was destroyed, but a few unused examples exist
on the market. A pair from the bottom left hand corner of the sheet is in The Royal
Philatelic Collection. The Collection also has the only known used example, on a cover
dated 5 May 1910. It is thought that either a friend of The Prince of Wales, or indeed the
Prince himself, arranged for the cover to be sent, reaching him on 6 May 1910, the 70th
anniversary of the date the Penny Black officially came into use, and ironically, the day
he became King George V. In the British Postal Museum & Archive (BPMA) there is a
complete imperforate registration sheet, a complete sheet perforated but with one stamp
missing, and a complete set of colour trials. The BPMA also has the metal die for this
stamp. If you would like to have your very own Tyrian Plum in your collection then you
might like to know that a corner marginal example from the famous Chartwell collection
is to be sold by Spink in December. However, you may have to ‘dig deep’ as the Stanley
Gibbons Great Britain Concise Catalogue values the Tyrian Plum at £100,000.

The reigns of King Edward VIII and King
George VI provide no stamps that can be
described as rare, but the current reign is
different. The scarce items are mainly the
result of printing errors, and some have been
particularly spectacular, such as the Royal
portrait missing, denomination missing, and
the spectacular-looking Post Office Tower
omitted on the 3d. value to mark its opening.
However, the scarcest must be the 13p Roses
stamp of 1976 on which the value is missing.
The error was caused by a small piece of
copper being placed over the black cylinder
while being repaired: when printing resumed
the copper was not immediately removed,
and sheets were consequently printed with
the 13p missing on the ninth stamp of the top
row. There are three examples known. Two of
which, one mint and a second on cover, are
in The Royal Philatelic Collection. The third
example was sold by Stanley Gibbons in 2010
for £85,000.

The corner marginal Tyrian
Plum from the Chartwell
Collection. Image courtesy
of Spink

Official overprints

The key stamp of King George V’s reign is one that marked his Silver Jubilee in 1935. It
is believed that the Post Office rejected the 2½d. value printed in so-called ‘Prussian blue’
(turquoise), but that five sheets were inadvertently sent out by the Supplies Department,
and three were received by a post office in Upper Edmonton in north London. It is said
a collector had sent his secretary out to buy some stamps, and on her return he noticed
the colour of the 2½d. differed from those he had previously bought. He therefore went
to the post office and purchased the remaining stock, acquiring a total of 319 examples.
Apart from the colour difference, the sheets had also not been guillotined in the normal
way; as a result the control number appeared in the right-hand margin rather than on
the left as usual. The collector sold some of the stamps to a local dealer, but the bulk he
offered to Stanley Gibbons—but the company wasn’t interested; another London dealer
bought the stamps. The ‘Prussian blue’ is frequently offered at auction.

King George V 2½d.
Silver Jubilee stamp in
the Prussian blue shade

G.S.M. September 2011

As mentioned, the ‘VR’ Penny Black had
been intended for use by Government
departments. In 1882 the idea was re-visited
for stamps intended for official use, this time
denoted by overprinting definitives. Such
overprints exist on the stamps of Queen
Victoria and King Edward VII, and comprise
‘I. R. Official’ (Inland Revenue). ‘O. W.
Official’ (Office of Works), ‘Govt Parcels’,
‘Board of Education’, ‘Army Official’, R. H.
Official’ (Royal Household) and ‘Admiralty
Official’.
Of these overprints, the
rarest is the 6d. of King
Edward VII overprinted
‘I. R. Official’: it is rare
because it was brought into
use on 14 May 1904, the
day all such official stamps
were withdrawn. There are
unused and a used examples in The Royal
Philatelic Collection, and a complete sheet
in the BPMA. Almost as rare is the 10s. of the
same reign with the same overprint: apart
from examples in private hands, there is a
large part sheet in the BPMA. Many of these
overprints are scarce, but also worthy of note
is the King Edward VII 1s. overprinted ‘Board
of Education’.
So while Great Britain may not, in fact,
boast the world’s rarest stamp, despite
what some people think, there are many
that are distinctly scarce—and all have a story
to tell.
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Flaw of the roses

The Tyrian Plum

Great Britain Specialised Catalogue Supplement
BRITISH STAMPS

GB Catalogue

A supplement to Stanley Gibbons Great Britain Specialised
Catalogue Volume 4 (10th edition) and Volume 5 (3rd edition).
Great Britain Specialised Catalogue Volume 4 Part 2 (10th edition)
Add to Section Y Post & Go Stamps
J. Self-adhesive Barcode Booklet containing No Value Indicated special and definitive
stamps.
50th ANNIVERSARY OF THE BRITISH HEART FOUNDATION
Booklet Self-adhesive (1st) £2∙46 (£2∙76 from 4.4.11) Barcode Booklet PM28
Type PM28 (Barcode 112268)
Cover. As Type PM21, Olympic and Paralympic Games, London (2012). Red cover
with multi-coloured emblem. Printed by Walsall.
Barcode 112268
Composition. Pane of 2×(1st) Heart-regulating beta blockers with surplus paper and
4×(1st) Machin gold, U-shaped cuts, iridescent overprint “MCIL” and “M11L” with
self-adhesive surplus paper removed. Pane No. WP2393 printed in gravure.
Type PM28, 50th Anniversary of the British Heart Foundation
PM28 (24.2.11) … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … 5∙50
No. PM28 was initially sold at £2∙46 (£2∙76 from 4.4.11). A notch at top right of the
cover, was for identification by the blind.
Section W 2011. Magical Realms
(1st) W2394 Rincewind (Terry Pratchett’s Discworld)
(1st) W2395 Nanny Ogg (Terry Pratchett’s Discworld)
(1st) W2396 Michael Gambon as Dumbledore
(J. K. Rowling’s Harry Potter)
(1st) W2397 Ralph Fiennes as Lord Voldemort
(J. K. Rowling’s Harry Potter)
60p. W2398 Merlin (Arthurian Legend)
60p. W2399 Morgan Le Fay (Arthurian Legend)
97p. W2400 Aslan (C. S. Lewis’s Narnia)
97p. W2401 Tilda Swinton as The White Witch
(C. S. Lewis’s Narnia)
2011 (8 MARCH). MAGICAL REALMS
The eight stamps in this set were issued in se-tenant vertical pairs from sheets and
celebrate the popularity of fantasy in literature. Until J. K. Rowling overtook him,
Terry Pratchett was the best-selling author in Britain in the 1990’s. Born in 1948, his
first novel, The Carpet People was published in 1971. His first Discworld novel was The
Colour of Magic (1983) with stories based on a flat world supported on the backs of
four elephants standing on the back of a giant turtle. He was awarded the OBE in
1998 for services to literature and knighted in 2009. J. K. Rowling, born in 1965, was
awarded her OBE in 2000. Her success after her initial novel was rejected by several
publishers has been phenomenal with her books being translated into over sixty
languages. The two 60p. values celebrate the legendary British King Arthur see also
Nos. W628/31 issued on 3 September 1985. The two 97p. values depict the talking
“Great Lion” who features in all seven books in C. S. Lewis’s The Chronicles of Narnia
and the White Witch Jadis, the main villain of The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe.
starring Tilda Swinton is depicted on the stamp wearing Aslan’s mane as seen in the
film. The stamps in sheets, printed in gravure by De La Rue were designed by Just So
Design. The sheets from post offices were 30 (5×6) and from the bureau in sheets of
60 (2 vertical panes 5×6) with a horizontal gutter margin. The stamps were printed
with “all over”, phosphor (blue fluor) on nonfluorescent coated paper and PVA gum.
Perf. 14½. PVA gum

Cylinder Nos.
W2394 (=S.G. 3154) (1st) D1(×5), (D1) phosphor
W2394a Vertical pair. Nos. W2394/5
W2395 (=S.G. 3155) (1st) D1(×5), (D1) phosphor
W2396 (=S.G. 3156) (1st) D1(×5), (D1) phosphor
W2396a Vertical pair. Nos. W2396/7
W2397 (=S.G. 3157) (1st) D1(×5), (D1) phosphor
W2398 (=S.G. 3158) 60p. D1(×5), (D1) phosphor
W2398a Vertical pair. Nos. W2398/9
W2399 (=S.G. 3159) 60p. D1(×5), (D1) phosphor
W2400 (=S.G. 3160) 97p. D1(×5), (D1) phosphor
W2400a Vertical pair. Nos. W2400/401
W2401 (=S.G. 3161) 97p. D1(×5), (D1) phosphor
All values were printed in brownish grey, bright magenta, greenish yellow, new
blue, and black.
Cylinder blocks of 8 (2×4) are needed to include the four squared box, including a
vertical pair of shaded boxes indicating paired printings. The shaded boxes and their
position indicate two primary sheets with (1st) Harry Potter at left and (1st) Terry
Pratchett stamps at right. The other sheet was 60p. at left and 97p. stamps at right.
The issue title “Magical Realms” appeared in the top margin above R.1/1 and “Sale
Date 8-Mar-2011” was in the bottom right below vertical rows 4/5.
Barcode and stock code numbers were printed in the right margin sideways
reading down opposite horizontal rows 1 and 2.
Spec. No.
Value
Barcode
Stock Code
W2394
(1st)
5 014721 127347
NVIF MMA
as above
W2395
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W2396
W2397
W2398
W2399
W2400
W2401

(1st)
as above
60p.
as above
97p
as above

5 014721 127354

NVIF MMB

5 014721 127361

P60 MM

5 014721 127378

P97 MM

Add to Section UJ Machin Self-adhesive Issues
Security values with U-shaped slits but without iridescent overprint.
Cylinder Blocks. We keep the established style by pricing blocks of six although they
can be in blocks of four. Dates of printing are also blocks of six.
Self-adhesive Gum. The gum employed is without the soluble additive allowing
stamps to be floated from backing paper. It is coded as SA meaning self-adhesive
whereas the previous acrylic gum was PSA water soluble as in PVA.
U-shaped slits. The stamps from sheets had a continuous U-shaped die-cut to
discourage the removal of used stamps for re-use.
“Royal Mail” Iridescent Overprint. These stamps were issued to replace the previous
issue which were conventionally gummed. Post Offices were required to use up their
stock before the self-adhesive issue was supplied. The previous issue did not have the
iridescent overprint and nor did their replacement. They were not regarded as new
and no Post Office official first day covers were prepared.
Sheets of 25. The 1p. and 10p.primary sheet each comprised 300 stamps in 12 panes
(5x5). The shaded grid boxes on the cylinder blocks suggest that the 2, 5, and 20p.
values were from the same primary sheet of 12 panes (5×5) with the centre vertical
column of 5p. and the 2p. at left and 20p. at right. The post office counter sheets
comprise one pane (5x5). The ink and phosphor numbers were No dot only opposite
R.4/1 and the grid pane arrangement below R.5/1 in the left margin. The stamp
colour was printed in capitals reading up the margin opposite R.2/1 at left with
stock code in the right margin R.2/5 reading down. The barcode was above opposite
R.1/5 in black reading down. The sheet is rouletted between each row and column
to allow removal of single examples. The date of printing, shown sideways reading up
is opposite R.3/5 in the right margin together with the sheet serial number opposite
R.4/5.

Type SA13
Queen Elizabeth II
(Des. after plaster cast by Arnold Machin)
Type SA13
1p. Crimson (2011). Self-adhesive
Printed in by De La Rue in gravure
2011 (8 MARCH). DIE CUT PERF. 14½×14(E). TWO BANDS (blue fluor). U-shaped
slits. NFCP/SA
10
UJD20 (=S.G. U2991) 1p. Crimson … … … … … … … … … … … … 10
Cylinder Numbers (Blocks of Six)
Cyl. No. Phosphor No.
D1
D1 … … … … … 2∙00
Date of Printing (Blocks of Six)
Date
Right margin
05/01/11
2∙00
Barcode 5 014721 130200. Stock code P1
2p. Deep Green (2011). Self-adhesive
Printed in by De La Rue in gravure
2011 (8 MARCH). DIE CUT PERF. 14½×14(E). TWO BANDS (blue fluor). U-shaped
slits. NFCP/SA
UJD21 (=S.G. U2992) 2p. Deep green …  …  …  …  …  …  …  …  … 10
10
Cylinder Numbers (Blocks of Six)
Cyl. No. Phosphor No.
D1
D1 … … … … … 2∙00
Date of Printing (Blocks of Six)
Date
Right margin
04/01/11
2∙00
This value was printed with 5p. and 20p. Barcode 5 014721 130217. Stock code P2.
5p. Dull Red-brown (2011). Self-adhesive
Printed in by De La Rue in gravure
2011 (8 MARCH). DIE CUT PERF. 14½×14(E). TWO BANDS (blue fluor). U-shaped
slits. NFCP/SA
UJD22 (=S.G. U2993) 5p. Dull red-brown … … … … … … … … … 10
10
Cylinder Numbers (Blocks of Six)
Cyl. No. Phosphor No.
D1
D1 … … … … … 2∙00
Date of Printing (Blocks of Six)
Date
Right margin
04/01/11
2∙00
This value was printed with 2p. and 20p. Barcode 5 014721 130224. Stock code P5.
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Great Britain Specialised Catalogue Supplement
Miniature Sheet. Issued 22 March 2011 (sold at £2∙86, £2∙96 from 4.4.11)

Printed in by De La Rue in gravure

Printed in lithography by Cartor Security Printing

2011 (8 MARCH). DIE CUT PERF. 14½×14(E). TWO BANDS (blue fluor). U-shaped
slits. NFCP/SA
UJD23 (=S.G. U2994) 10p. Dull orange … … … … … … … … … … 25
25

This sheet was printed on conventially gummed paper
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10p. Dull Orange (2011). Self-adhesive

Cylinder Numbers (Blocks of Six)
Cyl. No. Phosphor No.
D1
D1 … … … … … 4∙00
Date of Printing (Blocks of Six)
Date
Right margin
04/01/11
4∙00
Barcode 5 014721 130231. Stock code P10.
20p. Bright Green (2011). Self-adhesive
Printed in by De La Rue in gravure
2011 (8 MARCH). DIE CUT PERF. 14½×14(E). TWO BANDS (blue fluor). U-shaped
slits. NFCP/SA
UJD24 (=S.G. U2995) 20p. Bright green … … … … … … … … … … 50
50
Cylinder Numbers (Blocks of Six)
Cyl. No. Phosphor No.
D1
D1 … … … … … 4∙50
Date of Printing (Blocks of Six)
Date
Right margin
04/01/11
4∙50
This value was printed with 2p. and 5p. Barcode 5 014721 130248. Stock code P20.
Great Britain Specialised Catalogue Volume 5 (3rd edition)
Section W 2011. 50th Anniversary of the WWF
W2402 African Elephant
W2403 Mountain Gorilla
W2404 Siberian Tiger
W2405 Polar Bear
W2406 Amur Leopard
W2407 Iberian Lynx
W2408 Red Panda
W2409 Black Rhinoceros
W2410 African Wild Dog
W2411 Golden Lion Tamarin
2011 (22 MARCH). 50th ANIVERSARY OF THE WWF
The World Wildlife Fund was founded on the 29 April 1961. Before this various
separate organisations had been trying to preserve endangered animals but with a
diverse agenda and lack of funds it was decided to create a single charitable fund. The
idea for this was proposed by Victor Stolan to the renowned biologist, Sir Julian Huxley
who had been writing articles published at the time in the Observer. He put Stolan in
contact with the ornithologist, Max Nicholson, who had many years experience in
linking intellectuals with influential business contacts. The founding document is
known as ‘Morges Manifesto’, being the site for the first office which was opened in
September in the small town of Morges on the northern shores of Lake Geneva. The
Chinese panda Chi-Chi had, at this time, become a popular attraction at London
Zoo. He had arrived from Beijing Zoo having been turned away by US customs. He
was the first panda to come to the West and preliminary sketches by Gerald Watterson
the Scottish naturalist gave Sir Peter Scott the idea for the logo for the WWF. In 1986
the name was changed to World Wide Fund for Nature although the US and Canada
have kept the old name. The stamps were designed by Rose Design Consultants and
were printed in lithography by Cartor Security Printing. The stamps, all (1st) class,
were issued in horizontal strips of five se-tenant different designs. They were available
in counter sheets of 25 (5×5) and in sheets of 50 comprising two panes up with a
horizontal gutter margin. Printed on nonfluorescent coated paper with “all over”
phosphor and (blue fluor). The stamps from sheets are listed first followed by the
miniature sheet which was designed by Janice Nicholson and Rose Design. The panes
from the Prestige Booklet DX52 issued on the same day follow this listing.
A. Stamps from sheets and prestige stamp booklet DX52

WMS2412 Miniature Sheet
Wildlife of the Amazon Rainforest
(Illustration reduced to half size)
Perf. 14½. “All over” phosphor (blue fluor)/PVA gum
WMS2412 (=S.G. MS3172) Sheet size 115×89mm. Containing Nos. (1st)
WMS2412 (=S.G. MS3172) Spider Monkey; 60p. Hyacinth macaw; 88p.
WMS2412 (=S.G. MS3172) Poison dart frog; 97p. Jaguar (Sold at £2∙86)

STITCHED BOOKLET PANES (22 MARCH) 2011
From £9∙05 (£9∙60 from 4.4.11) 50th Anniversary of the WWF Prestige Stamp Booklet
No. DX52
The booklet contains panes WP2413/15, and Machin pane No. UHP27
First pane printed in lithography by Cartor comprising special stamps Nos.
W2404/09 se-tenant 6×(1st), “all over” phosphor (blue fluor) on nonfluorescent
coated paper and perforated 14. The pane margin shows a photograph of the Eastern
Himalayan Mountains. The pane is rouletted twice between stitched margin and to
left of the block of se-tenant stamps.

WP2413
WP2413 (containing Nos. W2404/09) (22.3.11) … … … … … … … 
Second pane printed in lithography by Cartor comprising “Amazon Alive” miniature
sheet containing special stamps se-tenant (1st), 60p., 88p., 97p., “all over” phosphor
(blue fluor) on nonfluorescent coated paper and perforated 14½. The pane margin
shows the rainforest as a background. The pane is rouletted twice between stitched
margin and to left of the block of se-tenant stamps.

Perf. 14. “All over” phosphor (blue fluor)/PVA gum
W2402 (=S.G. 3162) (1st)
W2402a Horizontal strip of 5 Nos. W2402/06
W2403 (=S.G. 3163) (1st)
W2404 (=S.G. 3164) (1st)
W2405 (=S.G. 3165) (1st)
W2406 (=S.G. 3166) (1st)
W2407 (=S.G. 3167) (1st)
W2407a Horizontal strip of 5 Nos. W2407/11
W2408 (=S.G. 3168) (1st)
W2409 (=S.G. 3169) (1st)
W2410 (=S.G. 3170) (1st)
W2411 (=S.G. 3171) (1st)
Plate numbers were C1 (greenish yellow), C1 (bright magenta), C1 (new blue), C1
(black), C1 (phosphor) for each value.
Blocks of twenty (5×4) with plate numbers at left to include the phosphor number
and the six squared box with the spot in one to identify pane position.
Barcode 5 014721 127392 and stock code number NVIF WFA were printed in the
right side margin reading down opposite rows 1/2. The title WWF was printed in the
top margin above vertical row 1. The sale date 22-Mar-2011 was in the bottom margin
below vertical rows 4/5
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WP2414
WP2414 (containing No. WMS2412) (22.3.11)  … … … … … … … 
To be continued
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Letters
NEW ISSUES

MAINGSM
HEADING
Dear
Readers have their say, courtesy of the GSM postbag
Mail bag tales

I was intrigued by the Diplomatic mail bag label letter and
illustration in the August 2011 GSM (p. 84). Mail bag labels are
perhaps something of a specialist sideline, but they can
sometimes provide fascinating detail, as the item shown
demonstrates.

Off the rails

S
LETTAR
TER

The label was originally used on a batch
of cordite cartridges for examination and
test, as the upper illustration shows. The
label was subsequently recycled on board
HMS Ardent to bag up mail for transfer to
the London IS (Inland Section), where
mail from HM ships was cancelled and
sorted for distribution. Dated 6 July 1915,
the censor mark has been signed by a
Lieut. on board.
Sadly, HMS Ardent, a destroyer, was sunk
at the battle of Jutland some 10 months
later with all bar one of her 75 crew lost.
One could observe the name Ardent is
an unlucky one. Its successor was sunk in
1940 in World war II, and the successor to
that was lost at the Battle of the Falklands
in 1982.
Tony Walker
Tyneside

I have just read the article in the May issue
of GSM on railway stamps. The author
includes the stamps of Algeria under Europe,
surely they should have been mentioned
under Africa! The author also expresses
surprise that these issues were never issued
in Arabic, but why should they? Algeria was
a Départment of France, in English terms a
county, initially using stamps from France
until it received in 1924 current issues of
France overprinted Algérie. In 1926 the
first issues inscribed Algérie arrived and this
format remained until 1958.
Following independence, granted by De
Gaulle, some current issues of France were
overprinted locally, EA, État Algérienne.
There are considerable variations as each
town manufactured its own handstamp. I
have never seen a full list but failing memory
recalls mention of 600 handstamps.
The Algerian railway stamps matched
French issues and I assume were withdrawn at
independence, I have never seen one with the
EA amendment mint or used.
In spite of my comments the article is
excellent.
John Mayne
Shropshire

Mini-mail aerogrammes

Institutional collections

I have been reading the article on David Beech on his 20 years as Head of the British Library
Philatelic Collections.
I would first like to say that I am dead against institutional collections as they will never be
available to the general public to buy.
The collection is huge with over 8,250,000 items plus 40,000 books on philately and I wonder
with such a vast amount of material how much is seen.
OK, perhaps there are a number of the millions of stamps owned by the Library that may be
kept back for research, but that still leaves a huge quantity that are never researched or even
seen.
My question is: what is the point of the Library keeping and hiding away all these stamps
when they could be sold for many real collectors to enjoy? I know that Tapling bequeathed his
collection, which was vast, but that was many years ago. I am sure that on occasions philatelists
do use the collection for research but surely now there can not be much left to research after
all these years. I have no idea how many collectors actually ask to see part of the collection
but it is my guess that the number is not massive. With the amount that the Library owns,
thousands if not millions will never be seen. This is a complete waste of material. It does seem
that David is trying to make more available for collectors to see but this is not my point. So I ask
again, what is the point in hiding away so much wonderful material that should be shared with
collectors?
I suspect my opinion will not be popular with some people; perhaps those people would like to
tell me why they think the vast collection should remain locked away for ever and not shared
with real collectors. I can not and never will understand why myself.
Ray Barton
Ashford, Kent

HAVE YOUR SAY!

We want to hear your rants, raves and collecting revelations.
Each month our Star Letter will receive a £50 Stanley Gibbons voucher.
Send you letters to:
Dear GSM
Gibbons Stamp Monthly
7 Parkside, Ringwood
Hampshire BH24 3SH
Alternatively, you can email your correspondence to gsmletters@stanleygibbons.co.uk
G.S.M. September 2011

With so much in the August issue concerning
Air Letters and the new issues celebrating
the first mail travelling by air, I would like to
mention the Airgraphs used during World
War II whereby letters were written on the
old foolscap size paper, then reduced by a
photographic process, in order to reduce the
bulk when being transported. I understand
the envelopes used were similar to those used
for telegrams. Sadly the envelope used for
this example has long since disappeared—
after all, I was still a schoolboy at the time.
Mr M Bennett
Devon
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NEW ISSUES

Postal Stationery Matters
By Peter van Gelder
Peter van Gelder’s latest instalment for postal stationery enthusiasts includes
some fine examples of the New South Wales ‘Greater Jubilee’ cards of 1889, early
commemorative GB aerogrammes and a few select plums from a fine crop of rare New
Zealand postal stationery that recently came up for auction.

World first

They are known as the ‘Greater Jubilee’ cards. They were two remarkable and very distinctive
postal cards. They were issued on 1 January 1889 in New South Wales, a colony notable for
several postal innovations.
The stamp imprint on these cards was not in the familiar position near the top right corner;
instead it was at the top centre (see illustration), and the wording around it declares the reason
for issuing the cards. It reads ‘JUBILEE STAMP 1838 1888’ and ‘IN COMMEMORATION
OF THE FIFTIETH YEAR OF THE ISSUE OF POSTAGE STAMPS IN THE COLONY’. This
wording arches over a design of Royal Arms encircled with a caption: ‘DESIGN OF THE FIRST
POSTAGE STAMP’.
It has long been put about (and still is) by perfidious collectors of stamps of Great Britain
that the Penny Black and 2d. Blue, May 1840, were the World’s first postage stamps. Not so!
They were mere runners-up or silver medallists. The palm for being first, or gold medal if there
were to be one, truly goes to the New South Wales stamp of November 1838. Those stamps
were colourless embossings on sheets of paper—not sheets for letter writing but for wrapping
around and thus enveloping or containing a letter. The chief credit for this issue belongs to
James Raymond, the colony’s Postmaster General from 1829–1851. For 12 years the embossed
stamp was the only postage stamp available in New South Wales, until the issue of the ‘Sydney
View’ adhesive in 1850. The 1838 stamp design is reproduced on the 1889 commemorative
cards, and it is also shown in the Stanley Gibbons Part One catalogues.
Revised version cards
The Greater Jubilee cards of 1889 were a 2d. blue and a 3d. green. The former was for posting
to the ‘UNITED KINGDOM’ by the long Sea Route, i.e. around the Cape of Good Hope.
The 3d. card was for sending to the ‘UNITED KINGDOM’ & C., Overland, via Italy’—thus it
would go through the Suez Canal and on to Brindisi, thence by land until the English Channel
crossing. That extra penny bought you time. A 2d. card might be 40 days in transit; a 3d. card
would arrive much sooner.
In time, both cards were re-issued with altered route inscriptions. That on the 2d. card, reissued on 14 August 1890, became ‘For the UNITED KINGDOM, and other countries to which
Post Cards may be sent’. The 3d. card was re-issued in 1892 with just three additional words
‘and for France’. Shown here is an example of the re-issued 2d. card posted at Oxford Street in
Sydney on 15 August 1895, and reaching Berlin 40 days later on 24 September.
The quantities issued are of interest (figures as recently supplied to me by John Bell, New
South Wales). For the original versions there were 11,400 of the 2d. card and 11,200 of the 3d.
For the revised versions the numbers were much smaller: 2400 for the 2d. and a mere 1200
for the 3d. My experience is that unused cards have survived more plentifully than their used
brethren. With such low print figures the re-issue cards can fairly be regarded as scarce.
New South Wales 2d. ‘Greater Jubilee’ card, revised version, posted from Syney to Berlin in 1895

Early commemorative GB
aerogrammes

The London Olympic Games of 1948 and the
Coronation of Queen Elizabeth II in 1953
were the first two events commemorated in
Britain with the issue of special aerogrammes.
Those aerogrammes have been illustrated
and discussed in previous articles of this
series, so now I turn the spotlight on to the
other two issues of GB commemoratives in
the early aerogramme years.
A four-year lull in commemorative stamp
issues, after the Coronation, ended in
September 1957. The 46th Conference of
the Inter-Parliamentary Union was held in
London from 12 to 19 of that month. The
opening day saw the issue of a 4d. stamp and
a 6d. aerogramme, both simple in concept.
The ultramarine stamp was the same as
the then current 4d. definitive (Wilding
portrait, SG 521) but with the words ‘46th
PARLIAMENTARY CONFERENCE’ squeezed
in. The aerogramme was an even more
economical product: a quantity of the current
definitive sheets with Houses of Parliament
stamp imprint had an overprint added to
mark the event (see illustration).

The aerogramme
was an economical
product … current
definitive sheets had
an overprint added
Two varieties are noteworthy. It seems that
the letter ‘E’ at the end of ‘CONFERENCE’
became slightly bunged up in the overprint
machine as work progressed. As a result,
that final letter appears on some stamps
to resemble a ‘B’. The other variation is in
stamp colour. The imprinted stamp can be
found in carmine or, slightly lighter and
brighter, in scarlet.
The example shown here has a first day
commemorative cancel. Such are hard to
find—and first day covers of the 4d. adhesive
stamp are now catalogued well in excess of
£100. The fact that the Conference was not a
major event for the general public, and that
the commemoratives slipped by before many
collectors had cottoned on to their existence,
means that today these items are really quite
scarce.
The Shakespeare issue
After 1957, a further seven years passed by
before Great Britain’s next commemorative
aerogramme appeared. On 23 April 1964 two
aerogrammes were issued for the Shakespeare
Festival marking the 400th anniversary
(perhaps to the very day) of William
Shakespeare’s birth. Both aerogrammes
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46th InterParliamentary
Conference
aerogramme with
first day Conference
postmark

showed his portrait on the front at lower
left (based on the portrait that appeared in
the First Folio edition of his plays). On one
aerogramme this portrait panel is in green
and black, on the other in purple and black.
The imprinted stamp on both is blue and
black and has the numeral ‘6’ to indicate 6d.
postage. It is a pictorial, showing a view of
old London with wording ‘THE GLOBE’ to
pinpoint the venue where Shakespeare
staged many of his plays. Inside the greenpanelled aerogramme are six scenes of
players treading the boards in a variety of
his plays. The inside of the purple-panelled
aerogramme carries a colour photograph of
the River Avon at Stratford with its nearby
modern theatre. But, oh dear, what is the
name of that theatre?

The photograph was
wrongly captioned
Picture panel of
Shakespeare aerogramme
with caption corrected to
Royal Shakespeare Theatre

Shakespeare
aerogramme
with
‘CANCELLED’
overprint on
stamp imprint
– a gift from
the British
Philatelic
Bulletin
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A correction and a ‘cancelled’ stamp
The photograph was wrongly captioned
‘SHAKESPEARE MEMORIAL THEATRE’,
and complaints flew thick and fast. The
previous theatre at Stratford-Upon-Avon,
built in Victorian times, had that name. It
was destroyed by fire in 1926. Its successor, as
shown on the aerogramme, is known as the
Royal Shakespeare Theatre. A quick decision
was taken to reprint the aerogramme with
the caption corrected. The revised version
became available on 24 May—i.e. 31 days
after the original. Of the two, the corrected
version is undoubtedly the scarcer.
Now let us turn to the other Shakespeare
aerogramme, the one with the green
portrait panel. You might come across an
example with a ‘CANCELLED’ overprint
across the stamp imprint. This would be
an example of one of the aerogrammes
distributed as samples to British Philatelic
Bulletin subscribers; the overprint made the
gift postally invalid.
G.S.M. September 2011
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Right: New Zealand
Auckland Exhibition postal
card. The ½d. stamp
imprint has a first day of
Exhibition postmark (1
December 1913)
Below right: New Zealand
Stamped to order card
with 1d. stamp imprint as
used on 1900 Post Office
issue envelopes

Kiwiana

A plenitude—a veritable
feast—of New Zealand’s
postal stationery was on offer
in London this May. A major
auction held by Grosvenor
included 68 lots of New
Zealand cards, lettercards,
envelopes, registered
envelopes and newspaper
wrappers dating from Victorian times up
to Elizabethan. In addition, there was one
of those much sought-after Prisoner of War
aerogrammes.
From amongst all that array I shall here
pick out two plums. I have kept watch on the
New Zealand stationery market for several
years and have found that the items most
seldom to appear are Auckland Exhibition
cards and private (i.e. stamped-to-order)
cards. But examples of both came up in the
Grosvenor sale, as I shall now describe.
For the Auckland Exhibition of 1913–14,
½d. and 1d. postal cards were issued on
1 December 1913. The ½d. green stamp
imprint was SG Type 51 showing King Edward
VII (though he had been dead for almost
four years); and the 1d. carmine stamp
imprint was SG Type 53, the well-known
‘Dominion’ design. All the cards had picture
backs.
The recent auction included six Auckland
Exhibition cards: four of the ½d. (three
unused, one used) and two of the 1d. (an
unused and a used). This was estimated at
£200 to £250. It was knocked down at £480
(to which add about 20 per cent for charges).
The s.t.o. card that caught my attention is
illustrated here. Two unused examples and
one used were offered in a single lot. The
firm of Kempthorne, Prosser & Co with head
office at Albert Street, Auckland, ordered
these elaborately attractive cards through the
period 1899 to 1904. The used example was
posted in 1911 to Belgium with a 1½d. cut-out
added (which I suggest is from a lettercard).
Look at the range of soil improvers this
enterprising firm had in stock—such as Bone
Dust & Blood, Nitrate of Soda, Guanos and
much else. The single lot of three cards was
estimated at £150 to £200. With charges
added, the buyer paid approximately £1060.
These Kempthorne Prosser and Auckland
Exhibition cards are well up among the
highlights of New Zealand’s postal stationery.
For a total of nine such cards to come up at
one auction surely rates as almost a once in a
blue moon event!
G.S.M. September 2011

The earliest cecogramme seen?

In last December’s article I featured a current example of a cecogramme. Cecogrammes are
adhesive address labels used for free mailing of items to blind and severely sight-impaired
people. I asked for information as to when cecogrammes first came into use in Britain, and
what different styles of the label (with its stamp-like imprint) there have been.
An interesting response came from Geoff Hall in Hampshire. He sent me a cecogramme
(see illustration) which is possibly the earliest type if the code on it (DP01) indicates it to be
the first style of three labels. My informant states that DP01 labels were in use in 1983 but that
they might date from a few years before that. The main differences between DP01 and the
current cecogramme are: (1) the return address is now printed, whereas previously a space
was provided for it to be written or typed in: and (2) the early white-on-black ‘stamp’ has been
redesigned to the current black-on-white.
Style of Cecogram in use around 1983
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America’s first scheduled official airmail service between major cities took
place in 1918. However, US mail had been carried by early aeroplanes and
their daredevil pilots as early as 1911, thanks to a string of exciting airmail
exhibition flights taking place from one end of the country to the other. These
ground-breaking early flights, which took place during the aptly named ‘US
Pioneer Period’, consistently pushed the boundaries of a technology still in
its infancy in order to explore the true commercial potential of the aeroplane,
especially for the transportation of mail. These pioneering flights not only
produced plenty of colourful characters and amazing stories of endurance
and bravery, but also a host of highly prized philatelic material.

United States Pioneer Airmail
By Peter Martin
Man has always been fascinated by flight
and when, on a North Carolina beach on
17 December 1903, Orville and Wilbur
Wright proved that heavier-than-air flight
was possible, the world of flying possibilities
expanded exponentially. Baby steps came first
and then the floodgates opened as longer
flights, higher altitudes and heavier payloads
were achieved.
As aeroplane capabilities expanded, so
did their potential uses. The concept of mail
delivery by air was particularly intriguing
and led American inventor and scientist,
Thomas Alva Edison, to tell a reporter in a
1909 interview, ‘In 10 years flying machines
will be used to carry the mails.’ His prophecy
would come to fruition faster than even he
envisaged.
Among the earliest proponents were the
United States War Department and the Post
Office Department. In 1917, the Post Office
Department drew up plans for 37 airmail
routes to operate throughout the United
States. However, because the United States
was involved in World War I the military had
priority for pilots, mechanics and equipment,
only one route was attempted.
Because of the War Department’s needs,
Second Assistant Postmaster General, Otto
Praeger, was initially unable to obtain
aircraft for the Post Office Department.
Praeger was only able to secure the needed
pilots, mechanics and planes when he
reached an agreement whereby flying the
mail for the Post Office Department would
offer US Army pilots training in cross-country
navigation.
The first scheduled airmail service
between major cities occurred on 15 May
1918, when service between Washington,
DC and New York, with an intermediate stop
in Philadelphia, was launched. It was still a
challenging period. At the time, aeroplanes
could not fly much faster than the express
trains of the day and they were less reliable.
For airmail to provide a viable alternative to
the successful surface means, the US Post
Office Department had to demonstrate a
better time-saving advantage to

compensate for the additional costs of
airmail operations.
Transcontinental air service was the
main objective and when the Post Office
Department obtained its own mail planes,
it moved forward at commendable speed.
The Post Office Department took over the
operation of airmail routes on 12 August
1918, and by 1 July 1924, airmail was officially
extended as a coast-to-coast service. In the
end, airmail performance during the Early
Government Period far exceeded their
greatest expectations.

Exhibitions and meets

Although the first scheduled airmail service
took place in 1918, mail had actually been
carried by air almost seven years earlier.
As the novelty of flying machines wore off,
people wondered what commercial uses
could be generated for them. The idea of
flying the mail soon surfaced and the concept
was tested with exhibition mail flights, usually
held in connection with air shows or fairs.
Often, the planes were up in the air only a
few minutes and the flights were financed by
the sale of souvenir postcards or envelopes.

Earle L Ovington, the first US airmail pilot, receives mail from Postmaster General Frank H
Hitchcock prior to the 23 September 1911 first official airmail flight in the United States and,
inset, a postcard produced and sold in conjunction with Ovington’s flight

Letters that have
survived the early
flights are highly
prized today
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These exhibitions stimulated the interest
of collectors of the day and the letters that
have survived the early flights are highly
prized today. In this way, airmail collecting
was born.
Surprisingly, the first airmail exhibition
flight did not take place in United States or
Europe. Englishman Captain Windham gave
birth to the idea on 18 February 1911, at the
United Provinces Industrial and Agricultural
Exhibition at Allahabad, India. He arranged
with the local postal authorities to have
Frenchman, Henri Péquet, fly souvenir cards
from the exhibition grounds to Naini, a small
town about five miles away. About 6500 cards
and letters were carried on the 13-minute
trip in a Sommer biplane. Great Britain,
France and Germany were next to authorise
exhibition mail flights and by September 1911
exhibition fervour reached the United States.

The US Pioneer period

For the next seven years, United States
airmail exhibition flights took place from
one end of the country to the other. All
flights were made with the approval of the
Postmaster General without expense to the
government and in conjunction with some

general meet or fair. This period, before the
formal delivery of airmail on a United States
regular route that began in 1918, is termed
the Pioneer Period.
The Pioneer Period began with the first
officially authorised mail flown by Earle
Ovington on 23 September 1911, at Garden
City Estates, New York. The Pioneer era
ended with the Chicago to New York flight
on 2-3 November 1916. This was probably
the most colourful and significant sustained
period in United States airmail history.
The flamboyance of the aviators and the
fact that most of the mail carrying events
occurred during fairs and at aviation meets
made it a colourful era. It was significant
because the airmail of the time was a firsthand experience. People attended the events,
posted their cards and letters there and saw
the pilots flying their correspondence to its
destination. It was visual and it was personal;
an event that they remembered all their lives.
Many Pioneer Period events have been
clouded by time and the absence of items
prepared to be flown. But there are many
others for which ample evidence is supported
by flown postcards and letters. Highlights of
some of these flights follow.

Earle Ovington: The first official airmail pilot

Postmaster General, Frank H Hitchcock, is credited with promoting flying machines as a fast,
efficient means of transporting the mail between two points. The first official United States
airmail pilot was Earle L Ovington, who flew the mail during the International Aviation Meet
held at Garden City Estates, Long Island, New York, from 23 September to 1 October 1911.
Ovington, flying The Dragonﬂy, a creampost office. On his first flight, he saw the
coloured Bleriot monoplane, got the
man waving the flag and tossed the mail
job when he heard of the mail plan and
sack overboard. Unfortunately, as the sack
volunteered his services. He was formally
plopped at the man’s feet, it broke open
sworn in at a planeside ceremony and
and 649 letters and 1280 post cards were
although he was to receive no compensation
scattered by the wind over the countryside.
from the government, Postmaster General
A stronger bag was furnished the next day
Hitchcock reached into his pocket and
and subsequent flights during the meet were
presented a silver dollar to Ovington as a
made without incident.
token payment.
According to official post office records,
These first flights were difficult for
32,415 post cards, 3993 letters and 1062
Ovington. The tiny Bleriot plane hardly had
circulars were carried during the nine-day
room for the pilot so he had to carry the
aviation meet.
pouch in his lap. He had arranged for the
To support the event’s postal activities, a
receiving postmaster to stand out in a field
temporary post office was built on Nassau
and wave a red flag behind the Mineola
Boulevard and mailboxes were placed at
Pioneer Mail postmarked on the first day of Ovington’s flight from Garden City to Mineola, New
York. The cover also bears the straight line ‘Aerial Special Despatch’ handstamp
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strategic locations around the field. During
the meet, a regular postman made the rounds
every hour to collect the letters and deliver
them to the temporary post office. There
the letters were cancelled and placed in an
official mail pouch, which was then flown
to the Mineola, New York, post office about
seven miles away.
Ovington’s successful airmail flights so
impressed Postmaster General Hitchcock
that even before the aviation meet was over,
he issued an order dated 30 September 1911,
that read:
‘The postmaster at New York, NY, is
hereby authorized to dispatch mails by
way of Chicago, Illinois, to the post office
at Los Angeles, California, one trip one
way by aeroplane service (carrier Earle L
Ovington, provided such mails be carried by
a sworn carrier, and without expense to the
Department. Number the route 607001.’
The official report, contained in the Post
Office Department Annual Reports for the
fiscal year ended June 30, 1911, noted that:
‘The first aerial dispatch of United States
mail occurred in September last, when
43,00 pieces were carried from Aeroplane
Postal Station No. 1 on Nassau Boulevard to
Mineola, Long Island. The progress being
made in the science of aviation encourages
the hope that ultimately the regular
conveyance of mail by this means may be
practicable. Such a service, if found feasible,
might be established in many districts where
the natural conditions preclude other means
of rapid transportation.’
From the very beginning, some members
of Congress became interested in aviation
and the possibility of carrying mail by plane.
The first airmail bill was introduced by
Representative Morris Sheppard (Texas)
on 14 June 1910. The bill, HR 26833, was
referred to the Committee on Post Office and
Postal Roads and read:
‘Be it enacted, etc. That the Postmaster
General is hereby authorized and directed to
investigate the practicability and cost of an
aeroplane or airship mail route between the
City of Washington and some other suitable
point or points for experiment: and report
the result of said investigation to Congress at
the opening of the short session in December
next in order that it may be definitely
determined whether aerial navigation may be
utilized for the safe and rapid transportation
of mails.’
The bill was defeated but the seed of
interest in airmail had been planted.
The success of Ovington’s flights clearly
caused the United States Post Office
Department to recognise the potential of
using the aeroplane as a practical means of
aerial transportation. In 1912, the Post Office
Department asked Congress to appropriate
$50,000 to start an experimental service.
Congress turned down the request but that
didn’t slow postal authorities who kept up
their official interest. During fiscal year 1912,
31 orders in 16 states were issued permitting
mail to be carried on short exhibition and
experimental flights between designated
points. As it turned out, it would take until
1 March 1918, after the War Department
and the Post Office Department reached an
agreement to operate an Aerial Mail Service,
that Congress finally appropriated $100,000
for an experimental airmail route between
Washington, DC and New York.
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Vin Fiz and the $50,000 challenge

Cash prizes for meets and new routes were offered by numerous cities and towns to encourage
the infant aviation industry. One of the largest prizes was the $50,000 offered by Publisher,
William Randolph Hearst, to the first pilot who could fly from coast to coast within 30 days.
The conditions for the Hearst offer were included on the front page of his New York American
newspaper. They included that the flight of approximately 3000 miles had to be conducted
between 10 October 1910, and 10 October 1911, and start from New York or Boston and finish
in Los Angeles or San Francisco, or vice versa, and include a landing in Chicago along the way.

A Vin Fiz semi-official airmail stamp on a 1c. McKinley postal card addressed to Cologne,
Germany. This is one of only seven documented on-cover examples, the only stamp on a flown
card that reached the West Coast destination of Pasadena, the only one on a United States postal
card, and the only one addressed to a foreign destination (Courtesy Robert A Siegel Auction
Galleries)

A number of pilots responded to the
challenge but only Ovington and three
others actually started on their flights. None
would prove successful, but the man who
came closest was Colbraith Perry Rodgers, a
cigar-smoking giant who had been deaf since
childhood from a severe case of scarlet fever.

By the summer of 1911 Rodgers had
already set a world endurance record and had
won more than $11,000 in prize money at a
Chicago air meet that year.
When Hearst announced his $50,000
challenge flight, Rodgers arranged for
financial backing from J Ogden Armour, a

meat packer, who wanted Rodgers to advertise
Vin Fiz, a new product he was producing.
Rodgers named his Wright plane The Vin Fiz
Flyer and agreed to drop leaflets advertising
Armour’s grape favoured carbonated soft
drink along the way. Armour paid him $5 per
mile and provided a special railroad train to
follow him along the route.
Rodgers left Sheepshead Bay, in Brooklyn,
New York, on 17 September 1911, amid great
fanfare. His machine was christened and he
was handed a letter from the mayor of New
York to give to the mayor of San Francisco.
Rodgers took off and headed toward
the heart of New York City. He arrived at
Middletown, New York, 105 minutes later and
dropped his first batch of letters.
The next morning Rodgers crashed on
take-off, damaging the plane so badly that
it took five days to repair. This incident was
minor compared to the rest of the trip. He
crashed 16 more times in flying the 4321-mile
route to the West Coast. It took him 55 days
to make the flight, although he was in the air
for only 82 hours.
While his trip did not qualify him for the
Hearst prize, his perseverance caught the
attention of the public. The letter from the
New York Mayor survived all the crashes and
was delivered to the mayor of San Francisco.
In the end, Rodgers had made the longest
flight to date and had carried mail further
than any other airman.
Apparently, after Hearst’s challenge
ended on 10 October 1911, Rodgers still
decided to carry mail the rest of the way on
his trip.
To coincide with the carrying of mail,
Rodgers and his team produced a stamp
that was used for this airmail. The grey,
rectangular stamp (Scott CL2) has the legend
‘25 CENTS 25’ at the top and bottom and the

Left: Rodgers postcard, from Springfield, Illinois, to Atlanta,
Georgia. It features the Rodgers Aerial Post 1911 five-line
text circular handstamp, along with a straight line RODGERS
AERIAL ROUTE handstamp in matching black ink (Courtesy
Robert A Siegel Auction Galleries)
Below left: One of three different ‘Greetings from the Sky’
promotional slips dropped by Rodgers from the plane on to
crowds below. This one was dropped on the leg from Canisteo
to Salamanca (Courtesy Robert A Siegel Auction Galleries)
Below: A postcard from Salmanca, New York, to Atlanta,
Georgia, with a Rodgers Aerial Post 1911 five-line text circular
handstamp (Courtesy Robert A Siegel Auction Galleries)
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words ‘RODGERS AERIAL POST’ and ‘VIN
FIZ FLYER’ enclosing a picture of the plane
in an oval in the middle of the stamp.
Rodgers and his wife had picture
postcards printed and advertised them for
sale at 25c. each. They were sold at every
take-off point where buyers could address
them and give them to Rodgers. He would
fly them to the next stop and put them
into the regular mail system. Each postcard
bore a Vin Fiz stamp and a green 1c. Ben
Franklin stamp to get the mail through the
government system, since Rodgers had no
official authorisation.
The back page of a pamphlet issued by him
at the time reads:
‘Rodgers Aerial Post
By C P Rodgers, Postmistress
Postcards delivered to me at the special
train will be carried by my husband’s
aeroplane to the next stopping place for
25 cents. There they will be stamped by
me “Carried by Rodgers’ Aeroplane ‘Vin
Fiz’ from…to…on October…, 1911” and
delivered to the local postmaster who will
send them to the person addressed. A card
addressed and stamped sent to me care
of the Plaza Hotel, Chicago, with 25 cents
will be forwarded to me, given a ride in the
aeroplane and posted as described. In this
way it will be possible for anyone to send a
postcard to himself or his friend part of its
route at least in an aeroplane.’
The Vin Fiz mail is now a prized item
for every airmail collector. Mail carried by
Rodgers is known postmarked at Dallas,
Waco, San Antonio, Imperial Junction
and Pasadena between 19 October and 4
November 1911. According to the Robert
A Siegel Auction Galleries census, only 11
examples of the stamp have been recorded,
including seven on cover.
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Airmail crosses the Mississippi
Fig 8 The four-bar cancel used at the
October 1911 St Louis air meet

The first mail flown west of the Mississippi River was sponsored by the Aero Club of St Louis,
Missouri, and held in conjunction with the Veiled Prophet’s Week celebration. About 25,000
postcards and letters were flown between 4 and 8 October 1911.
St Louis Postmaster, Thomas J Akins, secured approval (but no route number) to have mail
carried each day of the meet. Two post office stations were set up at opposite ends of Kinloch
field to process the mail that was to be flown to Fairgrounds Park, near downtown St Louis.
The mail was cancelled with a four-bar handstamp that read: ‘Aeroplane Station No. 1/St.
Louis, MO., Aviation Field./ October 4, 1911.’ Walter Brookins flew the 4 October first-day
mail in a Wright biplane.

Pioneer mail reaches the Pacific Northwest
The Pacific Northwest had its first Pioneer
Airmail flight on 10–11 August 1912, when
professional pilot, Walter Edwards, flew
temporary Route 673,001 from Portland,
Oregon, to Vancouver, Washington. Edwards
flew the route twice, carrying more than
1000 pieces of mail each day. The mailbags
were wired to the landing gear of his 60
horsepower Curtiss biplane for the seven-mile
trip that took about 12 minutes.
A temporary postal substation was set up
at Portland’s Country Club Fair Grounds to
receive and process the mail. About 1500

cards and letters were mailed on Saturday
and 2500 on Sunday but Edwards’ idea of
making money on the air show was doomed
from the start. What the Californian didn’t
realise was that there was a hill surrounding
the race track grounds that was higher than

The mailbags were
wired to the landing
gear

Fig 9 Pilot Walter Edwards in the Curtiss biplane he used for the August 1912 Portland, Oregon,
to Vancouver, Washington, Pioneer flights
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Above: The temporary post office set up at
Portland’s Country Club Fair Grounds
Right: A flown cover from the Portland,
Oregon, to Vancouver, Washington, Pioneer
flights

the fence enclosure. The hill was known as
Tightwad Hill and so on Saturday only about
100 people paid their way on to the track,
while several thousand appeared on the hill.
On Sunday only 50 people were inside the
track enclosure. The mail volume does not
reflect the situation inside the track. The
people outside the track passed their mail
through the slats in the fence to people
who were inside the fence and willing to
deliver the mail to the temporary post
office.
All mail was cancelled with a duplex
aviation station cancel and a six-line
handstamp that read:
‘U.S. Aeroplane/Mail Service/This letter
carried by/Aviator Walter Edwards/from
Portland Oregon to/Vancouver, Wash.’
This violet handstamp is one of the few from
the Pioneer era to include the name of the
pilot.

Stinson became
America’s first
authorised woman
airmail carrier
82

A first for the ladies

Flying was supposed to be the domain of men but more than one young lady didn’t agree
with that premise. In 1912, a diminutive 20-year old named Katherine Stinson overcame male
prejudice and obtained her pilot’s certificate. She helped her mother incorporate the Stinson
Aviation Company and was soon a featured attraction at air meets in her modified Wright ‘B’
plane. Her youthful appearance led her to be called ‘The Flying Schoolgirl’, which was a big
publicity boost.
all around. Stinson was sworn in on
This led A J Breitenstein, the secretary of
22 September, the opening day, to become
the 1913 Montana State Fair, to invite her
America’s first authorised woman airmail
to perform exhibition flights each day of
carrier. On all but two days, when the winds
the 22–27 September event. She arrived in
were too strong to fly, Stinson took off with
Helena, Montana, on 16 September to much
a mailbag and flew over the rolling hills of
attention. To capitalise on the situation,
the Helena Valley. Then she would drop
Breitenstein urged Helena Postmaster
the pouch of mail at the fairgrounds for
George W Landstrun to allow Stinson to
forwarding to its destination.
become America’s first lady airmail pilot.
All mail was cancelled with a circular
Permission from Postmaster General
device reading: ‘AEROPOST/HELENA,
Albert S Burleson was quickly granted and
MONT.’ with the date in the centre. Stinson
temporary Pioneer Route No 663,002 was
mailed 1333 letters and postcards during the
designated.
Montana State Fair. Many of the postcards
Landstrun set up a postal substation at the
pictured ‘The Flying Schoolgirl’.
fairgrounds and collection boxes were placed
G.S.M. September 2011

Above: Katherine Stinson: ‘The Flying Schoolgirl’
Right: A postcard from Stinson’s Helena, Montana,
flights with the circular Aero Post cancel

More to discover

There are nearly 100 United States pioneer flights
that have documented covers flown. The flights
took place throughout the nation and each of
the covers has a fascinating story to tell. While
most of the flights were conducted light-heartedly
in a carnival atmosphere, the pilots took their
responsibility seriously.
Today, the covers are all scarce to rare and
putting together a complete collection would
be extremely difficult and expensive. The covers
are the last evidence of a time when aviation was
growing from infancy and moving toward the
essential transportation method that it is has
become.

Above: Souvenir postcard from November
1911 Fort Smith, Arkansas, Pioneer flight

Above: 1c. McKinley postal card flown during the
January 1912 Los Angeles Pioneer flight. The fourbar cancel includes Dominguez Field in the bars
Right: The October 1911 St Louis exhibition
also featured a ‘Hydro Aeroplane Mail Service’ as
evidenced by the four-line machine cancel. Pilot
Hugh Robinson flew mail across the Mississippi
River from St Louis to East St Louis
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Norway

This special report by Peter Jennings FRPSL, FRGS, was
begun in Norway only days before the terrible tragedy
when 77 people were ruthlessly murdered in two
separate attacks on Friday 22 July 2011. It is dedicated
to the people of Norway
Norway’s first stamp was issued on 1 January 1855

Norway, its Stamps and Postal Service
Hilsen til våre lesere av GSM fra Norge, ‘Midnattsolens land’
(Greetings to the readers of GSM from Norway, ‘Land of the Midnight Sun’)

Sarah, and her Norwegian fiancée Børge in
Ørland, near Trondheim, the third largest
city in the country. They were ‘extremely
shocked and upset.’

King Harald (SG 1138)
and with Queen Sonja
(1282)

This picture of the magnificent ‘Midnight Sun’ was taken in
Ørland, Norway, at 11.30p.m. during mid-July 2011
Picture by Peter Jennings FRPSL, FRGS

Norway and northern Scandinavia is often described as ‘The Land of the Midnight Sun’. The
concept means that the uppermost arc of the sun stays above the horizon for 24 hours. This
occurs north of latitude 66.5 degrees north during the summer. There is a corresponding
period of darkness during winter when the sun never rises above the horizon during the day.
Eurovision
Song Contest
stamp of 18
May 2010. The
final was held in
Oslo two weeks
later on 29 May

Many people’s knowledge of Norway
is probably limited to its successes in the
Eurovision Song Contest, which it won in
1985, 1995 and again on 19 May 2009.

Deadly attacks

That was until Friday 22 July 2011 when Norway
dominated television and radio with newsbreaking stories that deadly twin attacks had
shattered the calm of this beautiful country.
The first attack, without any warning being
given, was a massive car bomb which exploded
near the Norwegian Parliament building in
Oslo, the capital. Seven people were killed—
and one died later of their injuries.
The second attack took place in Utoya, an
island in a lake about 40km north of Oslo
when a man (I have purposely not included
his name) with an automatic weapon
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ruthlessly murdered 69 young people and
injured many more, before he was captured
alive by Norwegian special forces.

Mass shootings

The mass shootings that lasted for 90
terrifying minutes, the worst violence to hit
Norway since the Second World War, took
place at the ruling Labour Party Youth Camp
attended by more than 600 young people.
These political leaders of tomorrow came
from many parts of Norway, a country of only
4.5 million people.

In 1814 Denmark ceded Norway to Sweden
from 1814 to 1905. At the time the King of
Sweden was also the King of Norway. The
first stamp, the famous imperf 4sk. blue was
issued on 1 January 1855 showing the Lion
and Crown.
This classic stamp was depicted on a set
of two issued during the Second World War
on 12 October 1942 to commemorate the
Inauguration of the European Postal Union
in Vienna.
Unfortunately the stamp issue was marred
by the inclusion of Vidkun Quisling, a
Norwegian politician and traitor to his
country, from the issue of 1 February that
Peter and his daughter Sarah on a ferry in
Norway. Picture by Stella Jennings

King Harald V

The deep shock and grief suffered by the
people of Norway following these terrible
atrocities was shared by King Harald V and
Queen Sonja who also lost a relative. They are
pictured together on a stamp included in a
set issued on 16 April 1997 to commemorate
the 60th Birthdays of King Harald and Queen
Sonja. A number of definitive stamps also
depict a striking portrait of King Harald.
My wife Stella and I returned from Norway
only a few days before the twin attacks. We
had stayed for two weeks with our daughter,
G.S.M. September 2011

Norway

year. On 9 April 1940, with the German
invasion of Norway in progress, Quisling
seized power in a Nazi-backed coup d’état.
From 1942 to 1945 he served as MinisterPresident, working with the occupying
forces.
Norway’s
first stamp
with one
showing
Vidkun
Quisling
(340)

The Post-horn

The famous Post-horn has been an iconic
symbol on the stamps of Norway since it was
first depicted on a stamp in 1871. The Posthorn is still shown on new definitive stamps on
sale at post offices throughout Norway today.
The Post-horn was featured on the
attractive set of three issued on 3 January
1955 to commemorate the Norwegian Stamp
Centenary.
Peter pictured with Lill Monika Vågø holding the box of mail
outside Tarva post office. Picture by Stella Jennings
A Norwegian post office counter (SG 926)

The ferry
Norway’s famous
Posthorn design

Tarva

On Wednesday 13 July I had the opportunity
to visit the little post office on Tarva, a small
island situated about 30 minutes by car-ferry
from Dypfest. The post office is actually in the
garden of a nearly 3000-acre farm owned by
Inge Mikkelhaug and his delightful partner
Lill Monika Vågø. Inge is the brother of
Børge, our daughter Sarah’s fiancée.
It happened that Lill, the Landpostbud,
rural postman, who runs the post office was
on the ferry with us. When we docked Lill
picked up the box of mail and put it into her
car for the short journey to the farm.

Sorts the mail

Once the mail has arrived Lill opens the box
and sorts it inside the wooden post office and
puts the mail into the individual post boxes
attached to the outside wall.
During a short interview for GSM Lill
explained: ‘At present there are 16 residents
on Tarva including six of us. The other
residents are elderly, mainly in their 80’s and
90’s.’
Lill continued: ‘Inge bought the farm
during November 2002. In January 2003 I
became postmaster when we moved to Tarva.
Unfortunately, in January 2008 the post office
in Tarva was officially closed.’ She added: ‘It
happened as part of a programme of rural
post office closures throughout Norway.’
Asked what happened, Lill, who speaks
remarkably good English, replied: ‘’The
postal service continued with me as
Landpostbut, with a reduced salary.’
G.S.M. September 2011

Asked about her role in receiving and
sending the box of mail, Lill said: ‘The box
of mail is delivered to the ferry by a post van
and is then the responsibility of the captain
of the ferry, who hands them to me quayside. We both have to sign for any registered
letters.
‘The ferry usually arrives with mail at 4p.m.
each weekday, including Saturday, except
for Wednesday (today) when it arrives at
12.10p.m. No mail is delivered on Sunday.
‘I send the box of mail back on the ferry
approximately once a week or the next day if
several pieces of mail have been posted.

‘I provide postage stamps for outgoing mail
but I do not cancel them; that is now done on
the mainland. But when it was a post office I
did cancel the stamps.
‘’My job used to be interesting until the
post office was closed down. Then I also ran
the banking facilities, but sadly not any more!’
Norway issued a set of three ‘Postal Work’
stamps on 24 February 1983 showing a post
office counter, postal sorting and postal
delivery.
Recalling her previous role, Lill took the
old hand-held canceller out of a drawer,
changed the date, found the ink pad, and
allowed me to use it so that an example might
appear in this article.

Peter with hand canceller and Tarva, Norway,
handstamp. Picture by Lill Monika Vågø

Father’s collections

Asked if she collected stamps, Lill paused
for a moment and replied: ‘I inherited my
father’s stamp collection
and collected stamps for two
or three years from the age
of about 10 until 13 and then
I gave up stamp collecting.’
Norway issued two
stamps on 19 September
1997 depicting ‘Thematic
Subjects’ to mark the
Inauguration of the National
Junior Stamp Club.
After a most enjoyable lunch and
conversation with Lill about the political
situation in Norway it was time to say goodbye
before our journey back to the mainland on
the 2.30p.m. car-ferry in the company of a
box of mail.

No post offices

Ørland, the community where Sarah lives,
used to have six post offices but today there
are none. The last one was closed during
2010—but that is another story for another
day.
I greatly enjoyed my first visit to Norway
during July 2011 and hope to contribute
further articles about Norway, its stamps and
postal service to GSM.
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Stamps to look for
STAMP HUNTING

Stamp Hunting
Nimrod suggests some
stamps worth looking for
Northern Rhodesia

Prior to the establishment of Northern Rhodesia as a Crown Colony
in 1924, stamps of Rhodesia were in use and these remained valid
until 30 September 1925. Such stamps clearly postmarked in Northern
Rhodesia and dated between 1 April and 30 September are very
desirable and worth looking out for. In this respect, childhood and
junior collections can be a rich source of material
for stamps that would be otherwise ignored.
Although Northern Rhodesia was established in
1924, it was a further year before stamps inscribed
for use in the colony appeared (SG 1/17).
Somewhat unusually, this set included values to 20s.,
whereas the corresponding
set from the sister colony of
Southern Rhodesia included
values to 5s. only. Unused
sets are not too difficult to
assemble, only the 7s.6d. and
20s. values (15, 17) can be
considered uncommon. Used
sets are far more difficult;
the 8d. and 10d. (8, 9) have long been considered key values and the
7s.6d. and 20s. are also very scarce. Unfortunately forged postmarks
are a problem with these stamps, the 7s.6d. especially prone to having
a fiscal cancellation removed and a forged postmark added.
The 1935 Silver Jubilee set (18/21) is generally unremarkable
in unused condition, however the 3d. (20) is becoming much
more difficult to obtain fine used. The set as a whole is also worth
considering as demand from collectors is starting to absorb available
stocks.
The 1938–52 King George VI set (25/45) contains a curious mix
of the very common and the very scarce. Amongst the unused, the
1½d. and 2d. values in the original colours of
carmine-red and yellow-brown respectively (29, 31)
were replaced in 1941 with new values in reversed
colours, which has undoubtedly contributed to the
relative scarcity of these stamps. During 1951 the
½d., 1d. and 2d. were reissued in changed colours
(26, 28, 33); all three can prove tricky to obtain in
fine used condition. Likewise the two new values,
4½d. and 9d. (37, 39), which appeared in 1952, are also very tricky,
mainly because they had a very short lifespan, being replaced in 1953.
For those collectors who like a challenge, I can heartily recommend
trying to search out the 4½d. and 9d. used on commercial cover. Even
first day covers (especially illustrated types) are not
easy to obtain.
The 1946 Victory 1½d. appeared with two
perforation sizes, 13½×14 and 13½. The latter (46a)
is a very good stamp, both unused and used, and is
well worth acquiring. Again, childhood
and junior-type collections can prove a
fertile hunting ground.
The 1953 issue (61/74) utilised the
same Giraffe and Elephants design as
used in 1925 and 1938. Like the 1938 set,
the 4½d. and 9d. values are not easy to
obtain fine used. The final issue before independence in 1964 arrived
late in 1963 (75/88). The ½d. (75) is surprisingly tricky to obtain
used, but otherwise the set is relatively straightforward.
A set of four postage due stamps appeared in 1929 (D1/4) while
the 1d. and 3d. values were reprinted on chalk-surfaced paper in 1952
(D1a, D3a). Used examples of the 3d. and 4d. are very scarce, while the
chalk-surfaced stamps are real rarities and
very seldom seen. A second set of postage
dues was issued at the same time as the 1963
definitives (D5/10). These are relatively
common unused but used are again
uncommon, mainly because they were in
used for slightly less than a year before being
replaced by stamps inscribed for Zambia.
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£50

Stanley
Gibbons
voucher to be won!
Just read through this month’s GSM and find
the answers to the ten questions printed below.
Write the answers (the source is not required)
on a postcard or sheet of paper, add your name
and address (in block letters) and post to: GSM
COMPETITION (September), Stanley Gibbons Limited,
7 Parkside, RINGWOOD, Hants, BH24 3SH.
The sender of the first all-correct entry opened on
17 October will win a £50 SG voucher. The correct
answers will be published in November GSM.
REMEMBER: Include your name and address;
Do NOT include any correspondence or cash;
Post early.
COMPETITION QUESTIONS
1 What position did James Raymond hold from
1829–1851?
2 For which stamps did Alfred Cousins engrave the
dies?
3 Who upset Joseph Gobbels over a name?
4 In the bad old days this was called the ‘White
Man’s Grave’.
5 Who was the Post Office’s design chief from
1962–76?
6 In 1938 an all-female crew established a new
distance record for women. What was the name
of their aircraft?
7 For what is the Webb Ellis Trophy awarded?
8 What did King George VI open from the steps of
St Paul’s Cathedral on 3 May 1951?
9 This was presented to the City of Melbourne by
the citizens of Lambeth.
10 Which British stamp were Stanley Gibbons not
interested in buying?
COMPETITION RESULT
The winner of a £50 SG voucher in our June
competition was A Bagnall of Pudsey.
The correct answers were: (1) New Zealand (The
New Zealand First Sidefaces); (2) Prince Philip
(New Collector); (3) Sunbirds (Hong Kong’s ‘Birds’
Definitive Series); (4) Raoul (Sunday) Island; (5) Czech
journalism (In the Footsteps of Hašek and Kafka);
(6) Welsh Highland Railway (British Private Posts); (7)
Lake Victoria (The Postmarks of Uganda) (8) El Greco
(Miniature Works of Art); (9) Australia (The Emergence
of an Australian Stamp Issue Policy); (10) Hawaii (The
Hawaiian Missionaries).
Employees of GSM or any company in the Stanley
Gibbons Group or their families are disqualified from
entry. No correspondence can be entered into. The
decision of the Editor is final and legally binding
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Ian Hamilton charts the career of ‘the father of Soviet aviation’,
Andrei Tupolev. During his highly prolific career Tupolev
designed or oversaw the design of over 100 different types
of aircraft, many of which have been celebrated on stamps,
as this article reveals.
Andrei Tupolev (Russia 5921)

An Aviation Superstar – Andrei Tupolev
By Ian Hamilton
Soviet designer Andrei Tupolev was born in
1888 at Pustomanzov, near Kalinin, Russia.
In 1908 he went to Moscow Higher Technical
School, where he studied engineering under
Nikolai Zhukovskii. In 1911 he was arrested
for revolutionary activities, but he resumed
his studies in 1914 and became an engineer
at the Duks factory the following year. In
1918 he was a co-founder of the Central Aero
Hydrodynamics Institute.
He headed the 1922 state committee on
metal aircraft construction, and in 1924
formed the Department of Aviation, Hydroaviation and Experimental Construction. In
1931 he was appointed chief engineer of the
Chief Administration of the Aviation Industry.
Arrested in 1937, during the Stalinist purges,
Tupolev worked as a designer in ‘special
prisons’ until his release in 1943. From 1944
he managed the Tu-4 project—a Soviet
‘reverse engineered’ copy of the Boeing
B-29 Superfortress. After World War II, his
bureau produced a long line of military and
civil aircraft that continues today. He was
a designer of international stature, widely
recognised as the father of Soviet aviation.

The ANT-1

Tupolev’s first aircraft, the ANT-1, was
designed in 1922 and first flew on 21 October
1923. The pilot, Yevgeni Pogosski, earned
his place in history as the first person to fly a
Tupolev-designed aircraft. Only one example
of the ANT-1 was built.
By late 1922, Tupolev was leading the
development in Russia of metal construction
in aircraft, a revolutionary concept at the
time. The first Russian all-metal aircraft,
the ANT-2, flew for the first time on 26 May
1924. It was a single engine monoplane with
a wingspan of 10.45m and could carry up to
three passengers. A total of seven were built.
The experience gained on his first two
aircraft was put to good effect on Tupolev’s
next design, the ANT-3. This two-seater
biplane, of which over 100 were built, was
designed as a reconnaissance aircraft for the
Russian military. It made its first flight on 6
August 1924.

World firsts

Early in the 1920s, the Soviet Army had begun
to examine the potential of heavy bombers.
After a few false starts with other designers,
Tupolev was approached and in November
1924 began work on the ANT-4, his first
twin-engine design. The aircraft, the world’s
first all-metal heavy bomber, was complete by
August 1925 and made its first flight on 26
G.S.M. September 2011

ANT-3 (Russia
4663)

ANT-4 (Russia
750, 4664)

November 1925. With a wingspan of 28.7m,
it was the largest aircraft built in Russia up to
that time. It entered service with the Russian
Air Force on October 1929 and a total of
216 were built. A single example survives at
Ulyanovsk Aviation Museum.
Early in 1926 the Tupolev design bureau
was authorised to begin work on a new
project, the world’s first four-engined
monoplane with wing-mounted engines. Work
was delayed by the Air Force being unable
to finalise their requirements, but by 22
December 1930 the aircraft, the ANT-6/TB3
made a successful first flight. Eventually a total
of 820 ANT-6 aircraft were built and some
were still in service with the Soviet Air Force
until the mid 1940s. The ANT-6 was used in
the mid-1930s as the basis for an experimental
‘composite’ aircraft proposed by Vladimir
Vakhmistrov. The idea was for heavy bombers
to carry their own fighter escorts as ‘parasites’,
and the project was known as the Zveno
(Link). Up to five small fighter aircraft were
hooked on to an ANT-6 and much testing was
done. A single squadron of these composite
aircraft served during World War II.

ANT-6
(Russia 4793,
748)

Civilian airliners

The ANT-9 was the first successful Russian
designed and built airliner. Design work
started in October 1927 and the ninepassenger prototype flew for the first time
in May 1929. Originally designed with three
ANT-9 (Russia
747, 3765, San
Marino 978)
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engines, it went into production in 1933 as
a two-engine monoplane. A total of 67 were
produced.
In 1930 work began on a much larger
airliner—the 36 passenger ANT-14—under
a design team headed by Vladimir Petliakov.
Incorporating various parts of the ANT-6 in
the design, the aircraft was completed very
rapidly, making its first flight on 14 August
1931. After a successful flight-test programme,
it was decided that Aeroflot—Russia’s civilian
airline—had no routes busy enough to justify
such a large aircraft and no production
aircraft were built. The sole example was used
to good effect in the Russian propaganda
squadron for the next 10 years, setting many
long-distance records. It was withdrawn
from service in 1942 and ended its life in a
children’s’ playground.
In October 1932, Mikhail Koltsov, a Russian
journalist, proposed the building of a giant
aircraft in honour of Maksim Gorki (one of
the giants of 20th century Russian literature)
to celebrate the 40th anniversary of his first
publication. The result was the ANT-20 which,
with a wingspan of 63m, was then the largest
aircraft ever built and remained so for 14
years until the Hughes Hercules was built.
The ANT-20 made its first flight on 3 April
1934, powered by eight engines, six mounted
on the wings and two on a pylon above the
fuselage. It was destroyed in an accident
in May 1935 when, during a propaganda
formation flight over Moscow, one of the
escorting fighter aircraft attempted to loop
round the ANT-20 and collided with its tail.
Both aircraft crashed, with the loss of 46 lives.

ANT-25 (Russia
4429, 7235)

Petliakov Pe-8 (Russia 1129)

ANT-37 Rodina with Marina Raskova and
Valentina Grizodubova (Russia 846/7)

92

ANT-14 (Russia 752)

ANT-20 Maxim Gorky (Russia 751, 3767)

A second aircraft, the ANT-20bis with
six engines, was built and flown by 1937. It
had been planned to build 18 examples for
Aeroflot, but Stalinist purges in the late 1930s
prevented this. The ANT-20bis remained the
only example built and it too ended its career
tragically, crashing in December 1942 with 36
people on board. Subsequent investigations
established that the crash was caused by
the pilot allowing a passenger to take the
controls.
In 1931 it was decided that a long-range
bomber was needed for the Soviet Air Force.
Tupolev was instructed to prepare proposals,
which were approved in December that year.
The prototype was completed in June 1932
and flew for the first time on 22 June 1933.
Only two ANT-25s were built, but
they achieved a number of long
distance flight records. Production
of 50 aircraft was ordered for the Air
Force, but they were much modified
and redesignated ANT-36.
In July 1934, Vladimir Petliakov’s
design team, under the overall
leadership of Tupolev, began
design on the Soviet Union’s first
large four-engined heavy bomber. Originally
designated ANT-42 (TB-7 by the military) it
was later redesignated Pe-8. It first flew on 27
December 1936 and its war service began in
August 1941. Although only 93 were built, the
type remained in service until the mid-1950s.
A passenger version was proposed but never
built.

Long distance records

The ANT-37 was designed in response to
Russian Air Force requirements for a bomber
with a range of at least 2175 miles and a top
speed of 217m.p.h. Flying for the first time on
15 June 1934, the prototype suffered major
problems and was destroyed in a crash on
20 July. A much modified second example
few on 25 February 1936. Its range was much
better but its top speed was still disappointing
and the Air Force did not order the type.
However, it was decided to adapt the aircraft
for long-distance record attempts. All military
equipment was removed; more powerful
engines installed and fuel capacity increased.

Thus modified, the aircraft, christened
Rodina (Motherland), took off on 24
September 1938 with an all-female crew;
pilot Valentina Grizodubova, co-pilot Polina
Osipenko and navigator Marina Raskova.
Heading east, they flew non-stop from
Moscow to Khabarovsk, establishing a new
distance record for women. They made a
wheels up landing in a remote area in east
Russia where their aircraft, only slightly
damaged, still rested in the mid-1990s.
In late 1933, the Russian Air Force ordered
the Tupolev design bureau to design a light
high-speed bomber. The result was the
ANT-40, the first aircraft of modern all-metal
stressed-skin construction to be produced
in the USSR. With design work entrusted to
Aleksander Arkhangelski, it first flew on 7
October 1934; its military designation was SB2. Initially, it was not a great success. The first
prototype was damaged on 31 October, giving
the design bureau the opportunity to make
some significant changes. Production aircraft
started to emerge from the factory in Moscow
early in 1936 and entered Air Force service
in May that year. Eventually almost 7000 SB2s were built, many more than all previous
Tupolev types combined. They saw action in
the Spanish Civil War and in Finland in 193940, but were obsolescent by 1941 and were
withdrawn from daytime bombing activities,
although some remained in service in various
roles until the mid-70s. Only one restored
example exists today.

The imprisoned years

As a result of Stalinist purges in the late
1930s, both Tupolev and his senior designer
Vladimir Petliakov were imprisoned. Despite
this, while in prison, Tupolev was tasked with
the design of a twin engine dive-bomber.
Various versions with ANT-designations from
ANT-58 to ANT-69 were designed resulting
in a prototype that flew in January 1941.
The highly successful design, eventually
redesignated Tu-2, was built in many
versions during the war years. It remained
in production until 1948, by which time
2527 had been delivered, many for the air
forces of Bulgaria, China, Hungary and other
countries.

Both Tupolen and
his designer Vladimir
Petliakov were
imprisoned
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With the imprisonment of Tupolev in
1937 the design bureau bearing his name
effectively came to an end and the ANT
designations died out. He was transferred,
with his imprisoned design staff, to premises
in Radio Street, Moscow, which were
then designated as a prison by the Soviet
authorities. However, the Tu-2 design was so
successful that Tupolev and his team were
released from prison in 1943 and he was
awarded the Stalin Prize for his work.
Also in his prison cell, Petliakov was made
to design a high-speed twin engine fighterbomber which flew for the first time in
December 1939. Over 11,000 examples of the
highly successful Pe-2 were produced during
the war period.

Russia’s first jetliner, the
Tu-104 ‘Camel’ (Russia
2205, 2241, 2244,
3768)

ANT-60 Tu-2
(Russia 1127)

Petliakov Pe-2
(Russia 1164)

Tu-104A (Czechoslovakia
1000/1, 1361, 2128)

A national hero

By 1949, although World War II had finished,
the Cold War between Russia and the West
was well and truly on. Tupolev, now free and
awarded the status of Hero of Soviet Labour
and Academician of the USSR Academy of
Science, the highest accolades the Soviets
could bestow, continued to head the Tupolev
Design Bureau. Following the reorganisation
of the design bureau in the late ’30s, the
ANT-designations used by Tupolev had been
dropped and all subsequent designs were
given Tu-designations. During the Cold
War era, NATO gave all Russian production
aircraft, military and civil, a code name,
shown after the Tu- designations.

Leading the way

Many of the designs produced by Tupolev
over the next 25 years were military and
mostly hidden from the outside world.
However, the civil aircraft produced were
more visible and helped to prove that Soviet
aviation technology was equal to, and in some
respects ahead of, its Western counterparts.
The first Russian jetliner, the Tu-104
Camel caused a sensation in 1956 when it
appeared in Britain to bring a delegation of
high-ranking Soviet politicians. Although the
prototype flew on 17 June 1955, its existence
was unknown in the West until then. It was
the world’s second jetliner, beaten into the
air only by Britain’s de Havilland Comet.
Based on the highly successful Tu-16 strategic
bomber, it was designed and flown in
under two years. Over 200 were built and it
remained in service for over 25 years.
Now in its fifth decade of operational
service, the Tupolev Tu-95 Bear is unique
G.S.M. September 2011

Tu-95 ‘Bear’ (Maldive
Islands 2892)

in many ways. It is the only aircraft with
turboprop engines and swept wings. The
four huge turboprops, driving contrarotating propellers, gave the Tu-95 a speed
equal to many jet bombers. At least a dozen
versions were produced, used for many
missions including maritime reconnaissance,
missile guidance platforms and electronic
intelligence gathering. For years, Tu-95s
shadowed NATO fleet exercises and tested air
defence reaction times. They were invariably
intercepted and escorted by allied fighter
aircraft, such as Grumman F-14 Tomcats of
the US Navy. Total production amounted to
172 following a successful first flight on 12
November 1952. A developed aircraft, the
Tu-142 flew for the first time in July 1968 and
subsequently over 225 examples were built,
mainly for the Soviet Navy but some were
exported to India. It was (and is) the world’s
largest anti-submarine aircraft.
When Aeroflot had a requirement in
the mid-50s for a larger (100-seat) jetliner,
Tupolev responded by adapting the Tu-104.
With four engines instead of two, and a
lengthened fuselage, the Tu-110 made its first

flight on 11 March 1957. It was decided that
it offered little improvement on the Tu-104
so only three were produced. The enlarged
fuselage was made standard on the Tu-104B
which entered service in 1959.
Tu-124
‘Cookpot’
(Russia
2816)

The Tupolev Tu-124 Cookpot resulted
from a government decision that a smaller
jet airliner was needed for short and medium
haul routes within the Soviet Union. Basically
a scaled-down Tu-104, it was the first Soviet
airliner to use turbofan engines, and the first
short/medium haul aircraft in the world
to do so. Seating 44 passengers, it replaced
many prop-driven aircraft on internal routes.
Over 160 went into service following its
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first flight on 24 March 1960, mainly with
Aeroflot, although some were exported to
Czechoslovakia and China.
In the mid-50s the soviet government’s
desire to expand Aeroflot services
internationally gave rise to the need for a
long-range airliner. As with the Tu-104, the
basic design came from a long-range bomber,
the Tu-95 Bear. With a new fuselage able
to accommodate up
to 220 passengers, the
Tu-114 Cleat flew on 15
November 1957, having
taken just 18 months
to design and build.
Entering airline service in
April 1961, its massive size
made it the world’s largest
airliner and it remained so for more than a
decade until the Boeing 747 appeared. At
the time of its introduction, it was the world’s
fastest propeller-driven aircraft. A total of 33
were built.
In 1960, while on a state visit to France,
Soviet premier Khrushchev was very
impressed by the lack of noise in the
passenger cabin on the French Caravelle
airliner, introduced in 1959. This was due
to its then unique tail-mounted engines.
Returning home, he ordered Tupolev to
develop a similar concept. The result was the
80 passenger Tu-134 Crusty, which flew on 29
July 1963 and entered service on 3 September
1967. A total of 851 examples of the Tu-134
were built, many for export to countries such
a Bulgaria, Hungary, Czechoslovakia and
Poland.
The Tu-154 Careless, a scaled-up threeengine development of the Tu-134 made its
first flight on 4 October 1968 and entered
service with Aeroflot in February 1972.
By 1999, with over 1000 delivered, it was
providing more than half of all passenger
services in the former Soviet Union. Used by
some 30 airlines in 17 countries, it is regarded
as one of the classic post-war designs. It was
the first Tupolev airliner not based on an
existing military aircraft.

Supersonic aircraft

First flown in 1968, the Tupolev Tu-144
Charger was a product of the Cold War
competition between the Soviet Union and
the West. Supersonic passenger travel was
one of the most technologically demanding

Tu-144 ‘Charger’ (Micronesia 269,
North Korea N2695, Hungary 3139)
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place on 2 January 1989. Lack of funding
following the break-up of the Soviet Union
delayed development and production, but
investment by various UK and US interests
helped and the aircraft entered service in
February 1996. Over 50 are now in service
and it is the first truly Westernised Russian
airliner (including a Rolls Royce engined
version).
The current production version is
the Tu-204 SM, a significantly upgraded
aircraft with many technical improvements
including more efficient and quieter engines,
Tu-134 ‘Crusty’ (Czechoslovakia an advanced flight control system and
2130)
improvements in power systems, fire safety,
Tu-114 ‘Cleat’
(Russia 2226,
2245)

Tu-154 ‘Careless’ (Bulgaria 3203,
3454, Russia 4885)

areas of development and the Russians were
determined to beat the Anglo-French team
working on Concorde. They succeeded,
beating Concorde into the air by 61 days.
In May 1970, the Tu-144 made the first
ever Mach 2 flight by a passenger aircraft.
Tragically, the second production aircraft
broke up in mid-air at the 1973 Paris Air
Show, reputedly as a result of a violent
manoeuvre to avoid a French Mirage
camera aircraft. The 15 built were retired
after a service life of less than ten years, due
mainly to political pressures. In 1996 one
of the stored aircraft was returned to flying
condition to be used as a research vehicle for
a future US supersonic transport.
The Tu-160 Blackjack has the distinction
of being the largest bomber in the world
and the heaviest combat aircraft ever built.
Swing-wing and supersonic, it was built to
counter the US Air Force’s Rockwell B-1B
Lancer, but is much larger and faster than the
American aircraft. Weighing over 275 tonnes
and capable of speeds in excess of Mach 2,
it first flew on 19 December 1981. It had a
prolonged and troubled development phase
and did not enter service until May 1987.
A total of 29 were
built before financial
problems following
the break-up of the
Soviet Union brought
production to a
halt in 1992. Today,
most of the aircraft
remain airworthy
and are taking to the
air again following
a prolonged period during which they were
seldom flown because of fuel shortage.
Designed to eventually replace the Tu-154,
the Tu-204 offers greater passenger capacity
and better fuel economy. The first flight took

fuel management and hydraulic systems,
among others. Passenger comfort has also
been greatly improved.
The Tu-204 SM made a successful first
flight on December 2010 and first deliveries,
against an excess of 50 orders, are planned
for 2011.
Under development, but not yet having
appeared on a stamp, is the Tu-206, which is
based on the Tu-204 but is fitted with engines
designed to use cryogenic fuels. To date, the
Tu-206 has yet to make its first flight.

Tu-160 ‘Blackjack’ (Sierra Leone 3037)

In the 1960s, although well into his 70s,
Tupolev continued to supervise design work
on a range of civil and military projects. His
only son Aleksei, born in 1925, was by this
time Deputy General Designer of the Bureau.
When his father died on 22 December 1972,
he took control and retained this position
until 1992. He headed a number of important
projects including the Tu-144 Charger, the
Tu-154 Classic and the Tu-160 Blackjack
supersonic bomber.
Tu-204 (Bulgaria 3706)
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Australian Embossed Food Parcel Labels 1946–49:
Some Further Thoughts
By Neil M Russell

FRPSL, FBSAP

The article on these embossed gift food parcel
labels by Richard Breckon (GSM February
2011) was the first that has been published
on that subject for many years. As a long-time
collector and student of this subject over
several decades I found Richard’s approach
to this subject both helpful and interesting.
However, there are one or two corrections
required and some aspects can be expanded.
Labels produced by ‘The Myer Emporium
Ltd’ went through several printings, as
evidenced by variations in the shades of
the printing ink. Also, the embossed dies,
especially the blue 5s.10d., vary in shade. In
addition, three varieties of label used for both
embossed values can be identified by referring
to the lower right corner, namely: (a) no
imprint, (b) ‘MO77’ (Fig 1) and (c) ‘473’ plus
two dotted lines for the ‘Sender’ details (Fig
2) this last type being the most elusive. Parcels
carrying the Myer’s embossed labels were
accepted without an additional Parcel Post
Customs Declaration. All other organisations
using embossed labels were required to add
a Customs Declaration. Although a parcel
weighing up to 3lb at the 1s.11d. rate was
hardly suitable for a Gift Food Parcel, they
were nevertheless sent by the Myer Emporium
using adhesive stamps (Fig 3). The example
illustrated is the only known survivor to date.
Of the other organisations using embossed
labels, the ‘Anthony Hordern’ example,
sold by Prestige Philately in 2008, was not
the only example to be once owned by the
late Keith Freebairn of Adelaide; another is
shown at Fig 4. As stated previously, this label
was accompanied by a Customs Declaration.
Although Fitzgerald’s of Hobart are recorded
as having used both 3s.7d. and 5s.10d.
embossed labels, only one of the former has
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Left: Fig 1 5s.10d. Myer label with
‘MO77’ imprint

Below: Fig 2 3s.7d. Myer label with ‘473’
imprint and two dotted lines for ‘Sender’
details

Left: Fig 3 Myer label using adhesive
stamps to the value of 1s.11d. to send a
parcel weighing up to 3lb

Below left: Fig 4 Anthony Horden with
5s.10d embossed stamp
Below right: Fitzgerald’s Food Hall label
with 3s.7d. embossed stamp
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Above: Figs 6 and 7
The two printings
of the Victorian
Department of
Agriculture labels;
with ‘MO/76’
imprint and
without. There is
also a variation in
the fonts of the nondelivery note

survived as far as is known. The example sold
by ‘Prestige’ is illustrated at Fig 5.
The food parcels sent through The
Victorian Department of Agriculture were
provided as a Christmas food scheme that
did not operate throughout the year. Two
printings of the labels used are known, one
with ‘MO/76’ at the lower left corner and the
other without any imprint (Figs 6 and 7). Also,
the non-delivery note at the lower left shows
a variation in the fonts on the two printings.
In addition, notices were sent to addresses
from the office of the Agent General for
Victoria in London, advising them that a
parcel was forthcoming, with details of sender
and contents, plus an attached receipt to be
returned to them (Fig 8).
A quantity of unused cut-outs of the
5s.10d. die have survived. These came from
remainders of the Victorian Department of
Agriculture labels, which were sold on the
philatelic market to recover public money
paid in advance for postage. Some complete
unused labels have also survived.
The ‘Thank You’ postcard sent in parcels
from Adelaide, and shown in Richard
Breckon’s article, is quite well known,
especially in South Australia. There were two
printings of this card, the other one having
three dotted lines for the address (Fig 9).
As a closure, may I add that in the
Fitzroy Gardens in Melbourne there is a
Model Tudor Village presented to the City
of Melbourne by the citizens of Lambeth,
England, in appreciation of gifts of food sent
from Victoria following World War II (Fig 10).
G.S.M. September 2011

Above: Fig 8 Advice note sent from the
Agent General for Victoria in London
with (left) the coupon to be detached and
returned to confirm receipt of the parcel

Left: Fig 9 One of the ‘Thank You’
cards enclosed in parcels sent from
Adelaide. There were two printings

Below: Fig 10 The Model Tudor
Village in Fitzroy Gardens,
Melbourne, presented to the city by
the citizens of Lambeth
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Rugby World Cup

As the teams and their legions of fans gear up for the greatest
competition in the rugby calendar, what better time to look back at
the short, but nonetheless exciting, history of the World Cup and
the countries that have contributed their own efforts towards it,
be it through participation on the field, or as part of the scrum to
deliver a host of philatelic souvenirs. Here we highlight the sometimes
controversial stamps that have been issued to celebrate the venues,
teams and winners of the world’s greatest rugby challenge.
The Webb Ellis Trophy and match scenes (Australia 2339/41)

Rugby World Cup in Stamps
By Professor Chris Coggins
As most people know, the game of rugby
originated in 1823 when William Webb Ellis
picked up the ball whilst playing football at
Rugby School (Monaco celebrated the 150th
anniversary of the origin of the game with
a stamp in 1973). The sport quickly spread
throughout the world, and—inevitably—
rugby internationals soon followed. In
Europe, the first Four Nations match took
place in 1883 involving England, Wales,
Scotland and Ireland. This became the
Five Nations in 1910 with the addition of
France (the centenary of which was marked
in 2010 again by the non-participating
Monaco), and the Six Nations in 2000 with
the addition of Italy. Southern Hemisphere
teams of Australia, South Africa and New
Zealand first met in 1996 in the Tri-Nations
championships. Argentina, as probably the
next most important rugby playing country, is
due to join the Tri-Nations—presumably to be
renamed the Four Nations—in 2012.
Wheelchair
rugby
depicted
on a recent
British
stamp

Rugby has also featured as an Olympic
sport; France were the champions in 1900,
Australasia in 1908, and the USA in 1920
and 1924—so technically the USA are still
reigning Olympic champions. Rugby Sevens
will be a sport at the 2016 Olympics in Rio de
Janeiro, with probably a GB team, modelled
on the British and Irish Rugby Union
touring teams, taking up the challenge.
Wheelchair rugby will also feature in the 2012
Paralympics, which was featured in the Royal
Mail issue of July 2011.
The idea of a Rugby World Cup was
first mooted in the 1950s and again in
the early 1980s, with the first competition
eventually taking place in 1987 (RWC 1987)
in Australia and New Zealand. The sixth
and latest event is due to take place in New
Zealand in autumn 2011. Although the
Christchurch earthquake has disrupted some
match planning and venues the country is
determined to put on a good show for the
visiting teams and for the world.

Stamp issues

Many countries have issued stamps to
celebrate the Rugby World Cup, including
several who don’t take part in the
competition. There was a noticeable increase

in the number of stamps issued on the
theme for the 2003 and 2007 games,
especially from non-participating countries—
some of whom have very little rugby
background.
Many of the stamps issued have shown
a number of actual players, including—
controversially—Royal Mail. Idealised
figures were shown in Royal Mail’s booklet
issued for RWC 1999 reflecting the (then)
official policy of not showing living people
on British stamps, except the Royal Family.
However, for the 2003 competition Royal Mail
issued a commemorative miniature sheet
for England’s victory with several players
identifiable visually or by the squad number
on their shirts. This was very different from
the simple ‘England Winners’ overprint
for the 1966 World Football Cup victory.
Even though it clearly showed the squad
very much alive and kicking it, surprisingly,
failed to cause too much controversy with
stamp collectors. The Presentation Pack also
had a field map of the 100th minute and
Wilkinson’s drop goal. Australia issued a set
of stamps, miniature sheets, a large sheet and
a Presentation Pack for the 2003 competition,
and Benin and Somalia also issued stamps
celebrating England’s victory.
France 4315

England’s 2003 victory (GB MS2416)

Romania 6837

Samoa and New
Zealand teams
(Samoa 959)

Ellis Park Stadium,
Johannesburg
(Samoa 960)
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For the 2007 World Cup France issued
a lenticular stamp with a player kicking for
goal, creating a ‘moving hologram effect’—
the same technique was used by Royal Mail
for the Gerry Anderson miniature sheet
issued in early 2011.

Trophies and stadiums

As well as the players themselves, the
stadiums in which the games have been
played have proved a popular subject for
stamp designers.
The ‘old’ Twickenham stadium was
shown on a Samoa stamp issued for RWC
1995, as was Ellis Park, Johannesburg, and
South Africa issued a sheet of stadiums in
2010 for the football World Cup, some of
which were used for RWC 1995.
The Webb Ellis Trophy has also been a
popular subject. It has been shown on the
stamps of France (RWC 1999), Australia
(RWC 2003) and held aloft by the South
Africa winners at the 1995 competition and
by England in 2003.

Earthquake in Christchurch

This year’s host nation, New Zealand, has
issued more rugby-related stamps overall
than any other country, and has already
issued stamps in advance of RWC 2011.
It is interesting to note that New Zealand
issued stamps for RWC 1991, including a
miniature sheet with the team performing the
traditional Haka (the ‘Ka Mate’ version first
used in 1906, one of many traditional Maori
dances), and the miniature sheet showing
the silver fern logo. An alternative (‘Kapo

o Pango’) has been used occasionally since
2005, but the original is still the favoured
version.
Preparations for RWC 2011 were thrown
into some disruption by the earthquake in
Christchurch on 22 February 2011. On 16
March 2011 officials for the competition
announced that four Pool games would
be moved to other stadiums around New
Zealand (including two involving England)
and one of the quarter finals would be held
at Eden Park in Auckland. This was due to
the scale of repairs required, the timescale
involved, disruption to public services and the
possibility of aftershocks.
However, the tournament kicks off with the
first match between New Zealand and Tonga
on 9 September 2011, with the final taking
place on 23 October 2011. Since winning
in 1987 New Zealand has been notable for
‘failure to deliver’ and as ‘under-achievers’,
having being beaten in the semi-finals in 1991,
1999, 2003 and 2007 and the final in 1995.
News, fixtures and other information
on the competition can be found at the
official website, www.rugbyworldcup.com.
By the time you read this article, northern
hemisphere teams will have played a series of
‘friendly’ matches and southern hemisphere
teams will have competed in the Tri-Nations;
and, hopefully, the Rugby Football Union
administration will have sorted itself out in
order to host RWC 2015.
As with the increased number of stamps
issued in connection with the RWC 2007, it
can be expected that rugby will increase its
niche as a thematic subject.

Semi-ﬁnalists and ﬁnalist with
scores
1987
Venue
Semi-Finals
Final
1991
Venue
Semi-Finals
Final
1995
Venue
Semi-Finals
Final
1999
Venue
Semi-Finals
Final
2003
Venue
Semi-Finals
Final
2007
Venue
Semi-Finals
Final

Australia and New Zealand
France 30 Australia 24
New Zealand 49 Wales 6
New Zealand 29 France 9
Five Nations
England 9 Scotland 6
Australia 16 New Zealand 6
Australia 12 England 6
South Africa
South Africa 19 France 15
New Zealand 45 England 29
South Africa 15 New Zealand 12
Five Nations
Australia 27 South Africa 21
France 43 New Zealand 31
Australia 35 France 12
Australia
England 24 France 7
Australia 22 New Zealand 10
England 20 Australia 17
France, Wales and Scotland
England 14 France 9
South Africa 37 Argentina 13
England 6 South Africa 15

New Zealand 1623/MS1627

South Africa 875/7

South Africa’s 1995 victory (South
Africa 880/1)
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Gilbert and Ellice Islands postmarks

After several months in Africa, David Horry moves to the
Pacific in search of postmarks which may be found on the
King George VI stamps of the Gilbert and Ellice Islands. As
always, there are scarce markings to look out for, but of
particular interest are the manuscript cancellations applied by
local postmasters before and after the Japanese occupation.

The Postmarks of Gilbert and Ellice Islands Within the
King george VI Period, 1937–1956
By David Horry

Fig 1 Map of the Gilbert and Ellice Islands, 1937–1956

The Gilbert & Ellice Islands consisted of the
Gilbert, Ellice and Phoenix groups, the Line
Islands (Christmas, Fanning and Washington
Islands) and Ocean Island. According to
Courtney Cade in his Handbook of Colonial
Stamps in Current Use,—HMSO, 1955, there
were about 37 small islands lying between 4°N
and 11°S of the Equator in the central Pacific
Ocean, roughly mid-way between Honolulu
and Brisbane, Australia. The International
Date Line runs just east of the Ellice Island
of Nukulaelae. The total land area was a
mere 375 square miles (equal to that of the
Orkneys)—the sea area was over 2 million
square miles. The population stood at 37,214
at the end of 1952: of these just 304 were
Europeans. The Micronesian/Melanesian
Fig 2 Fanning Islan NZLSCh, 1938
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Gilbertese outnumber the Polynesian Ellice
Islanders by about six to one.
The Gilbert Islands are named after
Thomas Gilbert, a sea captain, who crossed
the archipelago in 1788 on a voyage from
Australia to China. The Ellice Islands were
named after Edward Ellice, a British politician
and merchant, by Captain Arent de Peyster,
who sighted the Islands in 1819, sailing on
the ship Rebecca. Ellice owned the cargo of
the said ship. Ocean Island is named after
a ship that called there in 1804. Phoenix
Island was probably named after one of the
many whaling ships of that name plying these
waters in the early 19th century. The British
annexed the islands in 1822.

Post offices

The Central Post Office was at Tarawa, Gilbert
Islands, and there were District Post Offices
at Ocean Island, Canton Island (Phoenix),
Fanning Island (Line) and Funafuti (Ellice).
In addition Cade noted 27 sub-post offices,
located at: Abaiang, Aranuka, Arorae, Beru,
Butaritari, Kuria, Little Makin, Maiana,
Marakei, Nonouti, Onotoa, Tabituesa and
Tamana on the Gilbert Islands. Gardener
Island, Hull Island and Sydney Island from
the Phoenix Islands, Christmas Island from
the Line Islands and Nanumanga, Nanumea,
Niutao, Nui, Nukufetau and Nukulaelae on
the Ellice Islands. It is interesting to note that
in the Line Islands, south of Christmas Island,

lies Starbuck Island—even the remote Gilbert
and Ellice Islands has its Starbucks (Fig 1)!
Fanning Island used the stamps of New
Zealand until it was fully incorporated into
the colony in February 1939. Its Large Single
Circle horseshoe postmark (NZLSCh)
originates from New Zealand (Fig 2).

Philatelic activity

One would expect that postmarks from
such a remote part of the world would be
somewhat rare, but this isn’t quite the case
as there was a lot of philatelic activity within
the area. Collectors such as Roger Wells did
a roaring trade with the local postmasters
especially post-war (Fig 3). By contrast, the
British Solomon Islands are far less visible
as, according to the late Ken Lake, their
postmasters were instructed not to service
covers sent from overseas seeking postmarks,
after something of a gold rush for Coronation
covers in May 1937. Thus commercial covers
are extremely scarce for the period but
you regularly see ‘philatelic’ covers for sale
at Premier Auctions and Sandafayre, for
example.
There are a couple of good books on
the subject of the Gilbert and Ellice Island
postmarks.
Firstly The Philatelic Handbook of the Gilbert
& Ellice Islands by D H Vernon, Pacific
Islands Study Circle 1973 1. It was republished
in the USA in 1984. The drawings of the
G.S.M. September 2011
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postmarks leave quite a bit to be desired but
the reference and maps are terrific. The
second publication is of course Ted Proud’s
The Postal History of the Gilbert & Ellice Islands
which comes highly recommended. The type
numbers given here are from Vernon’s book.
Before World War II each island post office
used a temporary rubber canceller; they vary
greatly in size but are all pretty rare especially
on commercially used King George VI covers.
Undated Large Temporary Rubber Circles
(LTRCs) are found at Kuria, 1938 (Type
10); Little Makin Island, 1937 (Type 11);
Nanomaga (Nanumanga), 1938 (Type 11)
(Fig 4); Nikunau, both a LTRC, 1938 (Type
11) and then a LLTRC, 1944 (Type 16);

Niutao, 1939 (Type 11); Nonouti, 1939 (Type
16); Onotoa, 1941 (Type 16) and Tamana,
1938–41 (Type 16). Tabiteuea LLTRC (Type
11) was used both pre- and post-war. The Type
16s have a scalloped interior. Vernon notes a
LTRCd with double circles for Ocean Island
only known dated 14 October 1937 (Type 24).

Artistically inclined

The LTRC* (Type 11) at Arorae latterly
became illegible, so in 1940–41 the artistically
inclined postmaster often drew over the strike
in ink, in order to beef it up (Fig 5).
A dated medium Temporary Rubber
Circle (mTRC) is noted at Butaritari, 1941
(Type 20).

Undated small Temporary Rubber Circles
(sTRCs) (Type 17) are noted at Abaiang (Fig
6), Abemama, Ananuka, Beru, Kuria (Fig 7),
Little Makin, Maiana and Marakei.
Kuria (1939), Nanumanga, Nanumea (Fig
8), Niutao, Nui, Nukufetau, Nukulaelae and
Vaitupu’s ssTRC (Type 19) are a bit smaller
and have a scalloped interior.
Tarawa has a difficult LTRC (Type 25) and
a Large TRO*—not mentioned by Vernon—
which is equally rare: both only show in late
1944. Tarawa also has a dated mDC (1937–42)
(Type 7).
Wartime Canton Island issued a medium
Single Circle with side dots (mSC:) (Type 23),
and a couple of medium double circles, the

Fig 4 Nanomaga Island LTRC,
c.1937 – computer enhanced

Fig 3 Christmas Island – Roger
Wells cover, 1947
Fig 5 N G (Northern Gilberts)
Arorae Is(1) and hand-drawn ms
postmark over LTRC+ ERD
16 November 1940 on King
George VI cover

Fig 6 (left) Abaiang sTRC
on Ross cover with Tarawa
Registration to Ocean Island,
1937
Fig 7 (below left) Kuria sTRC –
computer enhanced
Fig 8 (below right) Nanumea
sTRC – computer enhanced

G.S.M. September 2011

103

Gilbert and Ellice Islands postmarks

Fig 9 Gardner
Island mSC:,
Hull Island
mSC:, 1943 and
Sydney Island
mSC

former with stars (Type 31). Christmas Island,
Fanning Island, Gardner Island, Hull Island
and Sydney Island also used an Australianstyle mSC: both pre- and post-war (Type 23)
(Fig 9). Funafuti and Ocean Island’s mSC:
(Type 14) were lost in action in 1942. Ocean
Island also had a LSC: (Type 14b), used from
1938 to 1942 (Fig 10).
World War II saw the Japanese invading
most of the Gilbert Islands—the Ellice Islands
were unmolested. American occupying
forces—noted at Abemama, Butaritari,
Canton Island, Christmas Island, Fanning
Island, Funafuti, Nanumea, Nukufetau and
Tarawa—usually brought their own postal
services with them.

Manuscript cancels

Many of the cancellers were lost during the
period and manuscript cancels were widely
used. Surprisingly Ted Proud does not show
any of them and Vernon’s visual references
are woeful. Black and white illustrations of
all the manuscript markings listed below
appeared in the series of articles in PISC’s
Fig 10 Ocean Island LSC:,
1939

Fig 11 Nikumaroro 18.6.39
(Gardner Island) with
initials of H E Maude (DO)
ms on King George V
stamped Wells cover

Pacifica from April 2008 through to April
2010, with additional supplements in July
2010 and January 2011 2.
Manuscripts are extremely rare and are
noted at:
Abemama, 5 June 1944 to November 1944.
Arorae, 12 June 1944 to 10 January 1946.
Butaritari, 5 May 1944 to 30 June 1944
(typewriter).
Canton Island, 25 January 1941.
Funafuti, 16 March 1943 to 26 January 1944.
Gardner Island, sometimes used the native
name ‘Nikumaroro Island’, 18 June 1939 to
16 August 1940 (Fig 11).
Hull Island, 6 January 1939 to 4 November
1939 and 19 January 1940 to 4 June 1940
(Fig 12).
Kuria, 6 June 1944 to 20 July 1945.
Marakei, 11 June 1944 to 18 June 1944.
Nanumanga, 1944 only.
Nanumea, November 1944 to 13 August 1945.
Nikunau, 1945 to June 1946.
Niulakita or Nurakita, 1937–1939, although
there was no official post office.
Niutao, 1944 to 1945.
Nonouti, September 1942 to 14 March 1946.
Nukulaelae, 1944 only.
Sydney Island, 11 January 1939 to 19 June
1940.
Tabiteuea, 1944 to 2 October 1945.
Tamana, 28 May 1944 to 29 April 1946.
Washington Island, 1937 to 1948 on New
Zealand stamps (Fig 13).
Note that King George VI stamps issued
14 January 1939 in Tarawa but were not
delivered to some of the more remote islands
Fig 12 (below) Hull Island,
14.1.39 ms on King George
V stamps
Fig 13 (bottom left)
Washington Island ms on
King George VI New Zealand
Coronation stamps + Fanning
Island NZLSCh 4.12.37
Fig 14 (bottom right) Launch
Mail handstamp, 1941 –
computer enhanced
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Gilbert and Ellice Islands postmarks

Fig 15 Beru Customs
Officer LTRC, c.1944
Fig 16 Funafuti AmTRC,
Funafuti Registered Wells
cover, 1945

Fig 17 Nanumaga mDC blue; Tamana mDC, 1951;
Little Makin mDC, 1950 and Abaiang mDC, 1950

until 1940, thus King George V small key
types have a fairly long life within the Colony.
The medical officer, Dr Lindsay Isaac
Verrier notes, ‘The Japs occupied the Gilbert
Islands on the 10th December 1941 and some
of us decided to move away. My part included
mails; and in making these up I thought to
get out a toy printing set and over-stamp all
letters. We got away on the last day of February
1942 and reached Fiji with these mails (about
50 envelopes) which were distributed.’ These
Launch Mail envelopes are very rare (Fig 14).

After the War

The Gilbert and Ellice administration was
moved to Sydney in 1942. The letter and
parcel post between the United Kingdom and
the Colony was restored in January 1945.
At Beru from 1943 to 1945 an undated
Large Temporary Rubber Circle was used
inscribed ‘Customs Officer’ (Fig 15).
Immediately after the War some islands
used three-line dated AmTRCs which
were American made. These are noted at
Abemama, Beru, Butaritaria, Funafuti, Ocean
Island and Tarawa (Type 26) (Fig 16).
In 1946 medium double circles (mDCs)
(Type 28) were issued widely (Fig 17) and
are found at Abaiang, Abemama, Aranuka,
Arorae, Beru, Butaritari, Christmas Island,
Fanning Island, Funafuti, Hull Island, Kuria,
Little Makin, Maina, Marakei, Nanumaga
(from 1948), Nanumea, Nikunau, Niutao,
Nonouti, Nui (from 1947), Nukufetau,
Nukulaelae, Ocean Island (until 1949),
Onotoa, Sydney Island (until 1951),
Tabiteuea, Tamana and Vaitupu. The mDC
for Canton Island wasn’t put into use until
January 1955. The Tarawa mDC was used
until 1954 (Fig 18) and in late 1956 is found
used at Abaokoro until 1958.
Tarawa boasts a Large Australian Single
Circle (LAusSC-) from 1949–53 (Type 29).
Ocean Island had an Open Birmingham
with asterisk (OB*) from 1949 to 1954 (Type
34) (Fig 19).
G.S.M. September 2011

Fig 18 Tarawa mDC, 1949
Fig 19 Ocean Island OB, 1949 – computer enhanced

Canton Island issued an Australian derived
Large Single Circle (LSC) (Type 33) in 1950.
Ted Proud notes at least six different
forgeries of postmarks on 1937 Coronation
first day covers!
Also look out for ship covers with their
various marks.
In 1976 The Ellice Islands became Tuvalu
and three years later the Gilberts became
Kiribati.
Next month I’ll be over in Cyprus in search
of ink.
1. A 285-page A4 loose-leaf reprint of the
1973 Vernon book (PISC, 2001) is available
from: Pacific Islands Study Circle,
24 Woodvale Avenue, London SE25 4AE,
UK.
2. I am much indebted to Bryan Jones
and the Pacific Islands Study Circle for
their information and use of manuscript
scans (Figs 5, 11, 12 and 13). For further
information on the PISC please log on to:
http://www.pisc.org.uk

Fig 19 Ocean Island OB, 1949 – computer
enhanced
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The Lighthouse stamps of the New Zealand Government Life
Department are unique in world philately. Here, Robin Gwynn
FRPSL, FRPSNZ, looks at the establishment of the Department
and at the background to the first stamps, as well as going
into some of the difficulties involved in collecting them and
the plate flaws which may be found—if you’re lucky!

New Zealand’s First Government Life Insurance Stamp
Issue
By Robin Gwynn

FRPSL, FRPSNZ

Postcard showing the Post and
Telegraph Department and
Life Insurance Department in
Wellington

The late Allan Berry FRPSL, FRPSNZ, made a lifetime study of the Government Life Insurance
Department stamps of New Zealand, and the dispersal of his collection early this year provided
an unusual opportunity to review some interesting uncatalogued varieties.
First, though, how on earth did it come about that this organization had its own distinctive
stamps at all? Given that Government Life was not a normal Government Department but
a trading company competing with private enterprise, there is no equivalent in worldwide
philately.
As the postcard view shows (Fig 1), the Post and Telegraph Department and the Life
Insurance Department were very close neighbours in Wellington. Distance was hardly an issue!
But near neighbours often have their own strains and may come close to blows over territorial
disputes. In this instance, a wrangle over accounting blew up out of control.

The Government Life Insurance Office
The origin of the Government Life Insurance
Office is to be found in 1869, when the New
Zealand Government established an annuity
scheme. Three years earlier, following a series
of commercial insurance failures, the British
Government had set up an Insurance and
Annuities scheme which was operated as part
of the Post Office. As so often, New Zealand
followed the Mother Country’s lead.
Julius Vogel played a key role, first moving
a ‘Government Annuities and Life Insurance
Bill’ in the House of Representatives
as an Opposition MP, then vigorously
implementing the Act as Colonial Treasurer
and Postmaster General following a change
of government. By March 1870 Government
G.S.M. September 2011

Life branches had been established in 13 Post
Offices. Two months later that number had
swollen to 30, and by 1880 there were over
150 Post Offices at which Government Life
business could be done.
The Government Life Insurance Office was
popular with the public, since it removed any
fear of the insuring company defaulting. From
the Post Office viewpoint it was too popular,
and placed strains on the performance of
other Post Office tasks. So from 1877–78,
Government Life began to be removed from
chief post offices and instead to operate, in
larger centres, from its own district offices.
Its mail continued to be carried ‘free’,
without stamps, with the Department paying

an annual bulk sum to the Post Office—£475
p.a. from 1878 to 1882 and £1000 from 1883
to 1887. The Post Office Secretary, William
Gray, ratcheted up the amount requested,
demanding nearly £3000 in 1888. An
arbitrator set the figure at £2000, which the
Department rejected. Instead Government
Life proposed that it should prepay its
postage through its own stamps.
‘The acceptance of alien stamps by the Post
Office is unique’, the Postmaster General
rightly reported in 1891. ‘It was urged that
stamps of a distinctive character would be
less likely to be fraudulently used, while they
would also afford a means for advertising the
Insurance Department’.
The origins of this surprising idea
become easier to understand if we look
at the man who suggested it, Frederick
William Frankland. In March 1889, when he
recommended to the Postmaster General the
prepayment of postage through ‘the favour of
special adhesive stamps’, he was the Actuary
and Principal Officer for the Government
Insurance Office. Frankland was Government
Statistician, with the ear of those in high
places. And he also just happened to be the
inaugural President of the Philatelic Society
(now Royal Philatelic Society) of New Zealand.
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The lighthouse design

Frankland won the day, and the Secretary
of the Government Life Department, W B
Hudson, produced the design eventually
chosen. Its central feature was a lighthouse,
symbolizing security and protection from
disaster. The design was not Hudson’s own
preferred choice. He would have liked a
design showing the Queen’s head, with
insurance advertisements.
Perhaps the Post Office baulked on the
grounds that its own stamps, the Second
Sidefaces, featured the Queen. Certainly it
insisted that every value of the Life Insurance
Department issue should be different in
colour from the standard stamps on sale to
the public. So it came about that the ½d.
Fig 2 Die proof of
central vignette by
A E Cousins

appeared in purple, the 1d. in blue, the 2d. in
red-brown, the 3d. in grey-brown, the 6d. in
green and the 1s. in rose-pink.
Frankland and Hudson urged that the
dies should be cut in America, Hudson even
wanting the stamps to be printed there. They
were overruled both for reasons of cost, and
for the encouragement of local industry.
Instead Alfred Cousins was given the job
of engraving the dies, and the stamps were
produced by the Government Printer in
Wellington.
Fig 3 Die proofs by Cousins in unaccepted
colours

Hudson’s original design had included a
ship, but Cousins was instructed to replace
that by the letters ‘V. R.’ (Victoria Regina).
Typically, Cousins took successive die proofs
as his work progressed, and after the dies had
been hardened he took further proofs on
thick white card in a range of colours.

Delays

The stamps were originally intended for
use in October 1890, but delays caused
postponement. So it was that the Government
Life Office issued its own stamps for the first
time 120 years ago this year, on 2 January
1891. A very recent number of The New
Zealand Stamp Collector (91:1, March 2011, p.7)
illustrates a 2d. used at Rakaia with a clear
first day cancellation, noting that ‘this stamp
is arguably the earliest New Zealand first day
item’.
Before the appearance of the stamps, the
envelopes used by the Department bore a
warning message: ‘This Envelope can only
be lawfully used by an Officer or Agent of
the Government Insurance Department on
Official Business of the Department. The use
of it to avoid payment of postage on private
matter of any kind is punishable.’ Fig 4 shows
the earliest known cover bearing one of the
new 2d. stamps, posted in Wellington on 5
February 1891, still carrying that inscription.
(This cover is also of interest because it is
addressed to Australia; since the stamps were
only to be for internal use, it should not have
been passed through the mail.)
When the stamps were issued, new
envelopes were printed with a revised warning
referring directly to them: ‘This envelope
must bear the proper value of postagestamps. The special stamp of the Government
Insurance Department can only be honoured
on official envelopes, and cannot be
recognized on private correspondence. The
improper use of the envelope or the stamp is
punishable.’ Fig 5 shows the earliest recorded
cover with a ½d. stamp, sent 29 June 1891,
with the revised inscription.
The first issue of Government Life stamps
appeared perforated 12×11½ on paper
watermarked NZ and Star with a gap of 4mm
between the letters and the star (SG type 12c).
This paper is often called ‘Life Insurance

Fig 4 Envelope with original inscription and bearing a 2d. stamp posted on 5 February 1891

paper’, although it was also used for a short
period in 1890 for the Second Sideface
definitives. Since there was only one printing
of the higher values which lasted through the
life of the issue until they were withdrawn at
the end of 1906, all 3d., 6d. and 1s. stamps
have this perforation, watermark and paper.
The lower values, however, appeared with
variations as they were reprinted.
The total numbers printed across the 16
years of issue were
½d. 1,148,280
3d. 73,200
1d. 2,711,400
6d. 60,840
2d. 1,144,560
1s.
60,840
This covers all printings. The 1d. value,
the most used, was printed on 21 separate
occasions, and the surviving records are good
enough to show collectors what was printed
on which dates.

Hard to find

These are not large figures, and the higher
values must mostly have been used on packets
or parcels, so they are notably hard to find in
fine used condition—particularly since the
green of the 6d. and rose-pink of the 1s. are
delicate shades, and the stamps are often off
centre. The illustrated strip of the 6d. would
have to be regarded as fine used (as well as an
exceptional multiple) for this issue. The mint
1s. is rather above average in its centring, and
exceptional in its depth of shade.
All the early printings of the ‘V.R.’ design
are also difficult stamps mint, even the lower
values. The stamps were simply not available
to the public. In 1977, writing All the Stamps
of New Zealand, Christchurch stamp dealer
Laurie Franks remarked that in 23 years
of trading he had never had a complete
simplified mint set in stock at any one time.
With covers also being hard to obtain,
although the dispersal of Allan Berry’s
collection may mean there are more on the
market over the next two or three years than
has been the case for some time, this cannot
be called an easy issue to collect.
Easy or not, though, the issue repays study,
and there is plenty of literature to assist the
student. Readers wanting to delve further
should consult J W Brodie, A History of
Government Life Postage Stamps, (New Zealand
Government Life Insurance Corporation
and Royal Philatelic Society of New Zealand,
Wellington, New Zealand, 1988), and the
most relevant volumes (1, 2, 6
and 8) of The Postage Stamps of New
Zealand.

Constant varieties

The watermark and perforation
varieties of the Life Insurance
stamps inscribed ‘V.R.’ are well
covered by the standard catalogues,
but constant varieties on the
stamps themselves are much less
well known and offer scope for the
collector.
The Stanley Gibbons catalogue
lists no such varieties. The
Campbell Paterson specialised
New Zealand catalogue lists, but
does not illustrate, two: a flaw on
all printings of the 1d. value which
caused GOVERNMENT to appear
as GQVERNMENT, and a flaw
on the 3d. where INSURANCE
appeared as INSURANCF. These
are illustrated here.
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Short white line joining the foot
of the Y of PENNY to the curve
above the ‘d’ of ‘1d’ (R5/1).
Both frame lines broken beneath
F of LIFE (R6/1).
Vertical scratch line between ‘1d’
and D of DEPARTMENT (R9/2).
Horizontal scratch line through
the N at the top left and onwards
through the GO of GOVERNMENT
(R10/1).
Possibly a continuation of the
R9/2 scratch, between G and O of
GOVERNMENT down to the right
of E of LIFE and beyond (R10/2).
Finally, two constant 1d. flaws
whose positions remain unknown.
In one, a white window appears at
the lower right of the lighthouse
(Fig 12, right hand stamp). The
other shows heavy blurring and
damage to ANCE of INSURANCE,
the shading below, and the ON of
ONE.
Fig 5 Envelope with
revised inscription and ½d.
stamp posted in 1891

Fig 6 Strip of 6d. used
Fig 7 1s. mint single

The catalogue describes these two varieties
respectively as being at R3/5 (the 1d.) and
R10/2 (the 3d.). It should be noted that in
each case the varieties fall at those positions
in the top right pane of the four panes of 60
that comprised the full sheet of 240 stamps.
Both those varieties have been categorised
as suitable for inclusion in a specialised
one-country catalogue, but perhaps not
in a catalogue covering the whole British
Commonwealth. Fair enough. But there is
one other variety in the ‘V.R.’ Life Insurance
series which is more prominent than either.
It occurs on the 2d. value, and from line
watermarks has been tentatively ascribed
to R1/6 of the top right pane (unlike the
1d. and 3d., no sheet of the 2d. survives in
the archives with which to cross-check this
identification). It has been suggested it was
the result of damage done when a screwdriver
slipped while the printing plate was being
fixed to the printing machine.
It is not a variety that persisted throughout
the life of the stamp. Rather it is found
only in the printings perforated 10 and
those perforated 11 on paper with upright
watermark. The fact that it is not found
later than the 1900 printings means that

the authorities must have considered it
sufficiently significant to repair or replace the
electrotype.
This variety takes the form of a broad
line running through the ‘Z’ in the upper
right corner and ending in a large white
flaw which has disfigured the frame lines
beneath. It is shown here on stamps perf 10
and perf 11 (both the scarcer chocolate and
the more common red-brown shade). It is
easily visible with the naked eye. Surely, this
flaw is so obvious that it deserves the serious
consideration of the editors of the general
British Commonwealth as well as specialised
New Zealand catalogues. Meanwhile, with
little attention having previously been drawn
to it, there must be copies out there to reward
diligent searchers.
Other varieties are also worth
consideration, and can be found described
in the literature. One is on the 3d. value,
R4/5 of the bottom left pane, where the D of
DEPARTMENT is partially missing (Fig 11).
The other more notable flaws are on the
1d. value. They include a number from the
bottom right pane:
White flaw between the E and N of
GOVERNMENT (R4/5).

New Zealand’s rarest stamp?

Following the death of the Queen, the
1d. blue and 2d. red-brown appeared in
1905–6 with the letters ‘V.R.’ omitted. In
mint condition, the 2d. (Fig 13) may be the
rarest New Zealand stamp on a simplified
basis. Their short life resulted from stamps
overprinted OFFICIAL being introduced
at the start of 1907, whereupon all Life
Insurance stamps were withdrawn. The
Department then used Official stamps until
1913, when its permission to use special
stamps was renewed and a whole new set was
produced.
Later Government Life issues lie beyond
our scope, but in ending we should note
the huge success of Hudson’s concept of a
lighthouse for the central
design. While it was not
Hudson’s own preference
but Frankland’s selection,
it continued in use as
the central feature of the
Department’s issues right
through to the end of 1989
Fig 13 2d.
when the last stamps were
without ‘V.R.’
finally withdrawn. The
success and advertising
power of the design have been so complete
that New Zealanders have come to believe
that a lighthouse has always been the symbol
for the Government Life Office. In fact that is
not true. Before 1891, it was the royal coat of
arms that characterised the Office, used on all
possible occasions in order to underline that
its operations were guaranteed by the state. It
was the first stamp issue that changed all that.

Left to right: Fig 8
1d. ‘GQVERNMENT’
flaw; Fig 9 3d.
‘INSURANCF’ flaw
on bottom right
stamp of block of
four; Fig 10 2d.
‘Z’ flaw; Fig 11
3d. with partially
missing ‘D’; Fig 12
1d. ‘white window’
flaw
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On the eve of the 75th anniversary of the Hindenburg’s
Olympic flight, John Moody gives a brief history of Germany’s
Zeppelin airships and the philatelic material they produced.
This article discusses the role these giants of the sky played
in the delivery of mail around the world and as reluctant
participants in the NAZI party’s propaganda agenda.

The Day the Hindenburg Flew
Over the Olympic Games
By John Moody

The Imperial German Post Office was quick to realise the potential of airships to carry
mail. These ‘lighter than air’ machines could transport a considerable amount of mail,
when compared to the capacity of the wood, wire and canvas construction of the early
aircraft, and at a considerable saving in time, when compared to transatlantic ship mail.
Count Ferdinand von Zeppelin began construction of his first airship, LZ 1 (Luftschiff
Zeppelin 1—Airship Zeppelin 1), in June, 1898 in a floating wooden hangar on the
Bodensee (Lake Constance) at Friedrichshafen in Southern Germany, close to the Swiss
border. The movable, floating shed allowed the ship to be positioned into the wind to
enter or leave its hangar.
The airship was completed in the winter of 1899 but von Zeppelin decided to wait
until the summer of 1900 before attempting to fly his invention. The ship was inflated
with hydrogen gas in June and made its maiden flight on 2 July 1900. This lasted about 18
minutes and covered just over 3 miles across the lake.
The success of this flight led to further development of the new airships; over the next
nine years several more Zeppelins were constructed and operated by the Luftschiffbau
Zeppelin GmBH (Zeppelin Company) under the leadership of the Count himself and his
Chief Engineer, Dr Ludwig Durr. In 1909, due to a financial crisis, the construction and
operation of the Zeppelins was split into two separate companies. As a result, the world’s
first passenger airline was created, DELAG (Deutsche Luftschiffahrts-Aktiengesellschaft—
German Airship Transportation Corporation Ltd). DELAG operated Zeppelins on
commercial flights and the Zeppelin Company built the airships. A number of DELAG’s
airships carried both a number and a name.
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First mail flights

The first Zeppelin to carry mail was LZ 4
in July 1908 (Fig 1 shows LZ 4 entering its
floating hanger on Lake Constance during
July 1908), followed shortly after by LZ 3.
No special postal markings were used on the
mail during these early flights; the first such
markings were used on LZ 6 and consisted
of an oval cachet reading ‘LUFTSCHIFF/
SIGNALPOST’ around the edge and ‘Z
III’ in the centre (Fig 2). The Zeppelin
identification number ‘Z III’ is an Army
designation number, which indicates that
LZ 6 had been taken over by the military.

Fig 2 (above) Oval
cachet used on the LZ 6
Fig 3 (right) Typical Zeppelin
postmark applied to mail while in flight

By 1911 a number of different postmarks
were in use; a typical example was a circle
reading ‘AN BORD DES/ZEPPELIN/
LUFTSCHIFFES’ (Fig 3), with a date in the
centre and the name of the Zeppelin at
bottom. These were applied to the mail on
board a Zeppelin while in flight.
The early airships could only carry a
limited amount of mail due to weight
restrictions. The lack of landing facilities
often meant that sacks of mail were simply
thrown overboard in the vicinity of its
destination or parachuted over the area.
All Zeppelins were taken into military
service in 1914, and thereafter did not carry
civilian mail, although military commanders
had special handstamps applied to their mail.

The post-war period

Count von Zeppelin died in 1917 and was
succeeded as head of the Zeppelin Company
by Dr Hugo Eckener. Eckener had originally
joined the company as a publicist but
subsequently became a Zeppelin pilot and
later a national hero when he captained the
Graf Zeppelin during its successful round-theworld flight in 1929.
In late 1919, DELAG began mail flights
again, LZ 120 Bodensee resumed regular
flights and mail carriage using postmarks
much as before the war. The airship operated
the Freidrichshafen to Berlin route and
made 103 flights covering nearly 52,000km.
The development of Zeppelin mail routes,
however, was severely disrupted when several
of the company’s airships were given to the
Allies as war reparations. In 1921, LZ 120
was given to Italy, LZ121 Nordstern to France
and LZ 126 was handed over to the USA and
renamed the Los Angeles in 1924.

Fig 1 Zeppelin’s first airship and its floating hanger on Lake
Constance

as postmarks, which now enable today’s
collectors to determine which airship carried
a particular cover and on which flight.
Reich Post issued two stamps on 20
September 1928, with the intention of them
being available for use on post carried by
the Graf Zeppelin. The two values, 2m. (SG
444) and 4m. (445) are of the same design
showing the Graf Zeppelin flying over the
world. A third stamp in the set (443), also of
the same design, was issued on 8 May 1931 in
the 1m. value (Fig 4).
The Graf Zeppelin had a long and
celebrated career. Within weeks of its first
flight the airship carried the first airmail to
go directly from Germany to the USA and
back. On the return trip, the Zeppelin carried
almost 52,000 postcards and 50,000 letters.
In 1929, Graf Zeppelin circled the globe, with
stops in Tokyo and Los Angeles. By the time
it was taken out of service in June 1937, the
Graf Zeppelin had made 590 flights, each
flight carrying thousands of items of mail

Fig 4 The
stamps
issued for
the Graf
Zeppelin”s
Europe–
America
flight

to and from dozens of countries around
the world. Zeppelin flight covers are not
rare but nevertheless highly sought after
and command a premium on the philatelic
market.

Fig 5 Cover posted at Frankfurt and carried on the Graf Zeppelin to North America. The
stamps (603/4) show the Hindenburg crossing the Atlantic, though at the time of issue this
had not been achieved

The Graf Zeppelin

It was not until 1928 that DELAG was able to
realise its plans for worldwide Zeppelin travel
and its associated development of major mail
routes. On 18 September 1928, an enormous
shape filled the skies over Friedrichshafen
when the first of the Zeppelin Company’s
‘super’ airships took to the air—LZ 127,
named the Graf Zeppelin. The golden age
of Zeppelin flight had dawned. Zeppelin
flight mail carried special cachets as well
G.S.M. September 2011
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Specific flights were granted
commemorative cachets in addition to
postmarks. Fig 5 shows a letter posted from
the Zeppelin base at Frankfurt to Stafford,
Con, USA, on the 12th North American flight
of the Graf Zeppelin (6 to 9 May 1936). The
cover contains a set of stamps issued on 16
March 1936 (603/4) showing the Hindenburg
flying the Atlantic, which on the day of issue
it had not yet achieved!
The Graf Zeppelin made 136 crossings of the
South Atlantic, seven of the North Atlantic
and one of the Pacific. It carried about 34,000
passengers over 1,690,000km.

Politics intervene

Dr Eckener had no time for the Nazi party
but, unfortunately for him, he had to
accept funds from the Government to build
his latest airship, the LZ 129, which was
designed to use helium instead of the highly
inflammable hydrogen. The only source
of helium was the USA, which refused to
sell to Nazi Germany. Because of this the
LZ 129 had to be redesigned to work with
hydrogen, for which Eckener was blamed by
the Government. Another source of conflict
between Eckener and the Government was
that Eckener refused to allow the Nazis to use
his airships for propaganda purposes. He had
infuriated the party by refusing permission
for a political rally at the Zeppelin hangar in
Friedrichshafen, at which Hitler would have
spoken. As a result, the Government dissolved
DELAG and formed a national Zeppelin
operation company, Deutsche ZeppelinReederei (DZR), in 1935, which signalled
Eckener’s final loss of any real power over the
Zeppelin enterprise. While Eckener officially
remained the head of both companies, he
was mainly a figurehead. Instead, the real
leadership of the DZR was given to Captain
Ernst Lehmann, who was much more
supportive of the Nazi government. However,
Eckener was to get his revenge!
The Graf Zeppelin was joined by her sister
ship, the LZ 129 Hindenburg, an even larger
airship, on 4 March 1936. The Hindenburg
and the third ‘super Zeppelin’, the LZ 130
Graf Zeppelin II, of almost identical deign,
were the largest flying machines in the world
and remain so today. They were equivalent in
size to an ocean liner and were, in fact, often
referred to as the ‘ocean liners of the air’.

Fig 6 Against Joseph
Gobbels’ wishes, who
wanted to call it Adolf
Hitler, LZ 129 was
named Hindenburg
Fig 7 Hindenburg over
the Berlin Olympic
stadium in 1936

summoned Eckener to Berlin for a meeting
at which the he stated that he wanted the
airship to be renamed the Adolf Hitler. When
Eckener refused to do this Goebbels then
decreed that the airship would be referred
to in Germany only as ‘LZ 129’ Although the
name Hindenburg, lettered in two metre-high
red Gothic-style lettering (Fig 6), was finally
added to its hull three weeks later, no formal
naming ceremony for the airship was ever
held.
Although the Hindenburg is mainly known
for its disastrous end, crashing in flames

at Lakehurst, New Jersey on 6 May 1937,
killing 35, it was a successful airship. During
the 14 months of its existence, it carried
considerable amounts of mail overseas, and
many of those covers exist in collections or
are readily available on the philatelic market.
Most of the 17,609 pieces of mail on the
last flight were destroyed in the fire, but a
handful were recovered, and today are highlyprized crash covers.
The Hindenburg made 17 round trips
across the Atlantic Ocean in 1936, its first
and only full year of service, with ten trips

The Hindenburg

Five years after construction began in 1931,
the Hindenburg made its maiden test flight
from Friedrichshafen with 87 people on
board. These included the Zeppelin Company
chairman, Hugo Eckener, Lt Col Joachim
Breithaupt from the German Air Ministry, the
Zeppelin company’s eight airship captains, 47
crew members, and 30 employees.
Although the name Hindenburg had
been unofficially selected by Eckener only
the airship’s formal registration number
(D-LZ129) and the five Olympic Rings
(promoting the 1936 Summer Olympic
Games to be held in Berlin) were displayed
on the hull during its six trial flights.
However, as the airship passed over Munich
on its second trial flight the city’s Mayor asked
Eckener the LZ 129’s name, to which he
replied ‘Hindenburg’.
The Zeppelin Company chairman’s public
pronouncement of the name incensed
Propaganda Minister, Joseph Gobbels, who

114

G.S.M. September 2011

Fig 10 (below) Private postcard showing the Hindenburg
in its hanger
Fig 11 (left) Graf Zeppelin over the Bodensee (Lake
Constance), one of a series of 240 cards showing
German, towns and villages, scenery and tourist
attractions

to the USA and seven to Brazil. In July
1936, the airship also completed a record
Atlantic double crossing in five days, 19
hours and 51 minutes. Among the famous
passengers who travelled on the airship was
German heavyweight boxing champion,
Max Schmeling, who returned home on
the Hindenburg to a hero’s welcome after
knocking out Joe Louis in New York on 19
June 1936. During the 1936 season the airship
flew 308,323km, carried 2798 passengers, and
transported 160 tons of freight and mail.
The LZ 130 Graf Zeppelin II was the last of
the Zeppelins to carry mail until the present
day; it was in civilian service for only a few
months, from October 1938 to August 1939,
and made only 30 flights, all within Germany.

Propaganda Flights

Much against Hugo Eckener’s wishes, the
Hindenburg demonstrated its propaganda
value in 1936. From 26 to 29 March both
the Graf Zeppelin and the Hindenburg cruised

over Germany, dropping leaflets and blaring
martial music in support of a plebiscite to
justify the occupation of the Rhineland.
On 1 August the airship flew over the 1936
Berlin Olympic Games on the first day of the
event. Spectators in the Olympic stadium
and crowds of up to 3 million Germans
and visitors in the streets of Berlin watched
Hindenburg cruise above the city for more
than an hour at an altitude of approximately
750 feet (Fig 7). As the airship flew over the

Fig 8 (opposite) A multi-stamped cover and Fig 9 (below) an Olympic postcard, both
carried on the Hindenburg’s flight over the Berlin Olympic stadium in August 1936 and
bearing the special cachet marking the flight

stadium it trailed a huge Olympic flag on a
hawser.
Under the command of Max Pruss,
Hindenburg carried 65 passengers, and 778kg
of mail (which was dropped by parachute
over Berlin’s Tempelhof airfield. The flight
was a financial success for the DZR, as
well as a propaganda triumph for the Nazi
government.
The Hindenburg took off from Frankfurt
returning to its base 14 hours later. Most
of the mail carried on the flight was of a
philatelic nature, or sent as souvenirs. Two
examples are shown here: a multi-stamped
envelope and an Olympic postcard. (Figs 8
and 9—images kindly donated by Robert
Uden. Note the red and pink Olympic flight
cachets).
In 1940 the head of the Luftwaffe, Herman
Goering, was so concerned for the safety of
the Graf Zeppelin and the Graf Zeppelin II that
he ordered their dismantling rather than
allow Germany’s pride and joy be destroyed
by enemy action.

Postal stationery, postcards
and philatelic material

In addition to three sets of stamps issued
during the Graf Zeppelin’s and Hindenburg’s
period of service, numerous postcards were
issued by private companies showing the
airships (Fig 10). The popularity and status of
the airships as national idols was confirmed
when a picture of the Graf Zeppelin was
included in a massive set of ‘Get to Know
Germany’ postal stationery cards issued over
several years. There were a total of over 240
in the set, each with an imprinted President
Hindenburg medallion head stamp. All the
cards show German towns, villages, scenery
G.S.M. September 2011
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and tourist attractions except one, which
features the Graf Zeppelin (Fig 11).
In 1938 the Zeppelin Company
commissioned a special presentation sheet
and commemorative postmark to celebrate
the centenary of the birth of Count von
Zeppelin (Fig 12) to accommodate two
commemorative stamps celebrating the
centenary of the birth of Count von Zeppelin.
Today, special stamps are still produced
showing Zeppelins and celebrating various
Zeppelin anniversaries. (Fig 13).

Zeppelins today

Fig 12 Zeppelin Company presentation sheet to celebrate the centenary of Count von
Zeppelin’s birth

Despite the devastation of World War II the
Zeppelin Company did not disappear and
is still operational today, producing a new
generation of airships and still carrying mail,
including commemorative covers (Fig 14).
The Zeppelin NT (Neue Technologie—
new technology) is a class of airship
currently being manufactured by Zeppelin
Luftshifttechnik (ZLT) in Friendrichshafen.
The company can be considered the
successor of the companies founded by Count
Ferdinand von Zeppelin.
On the 75th anniversary of the Hindenburg’s
Olympic flight, is it possible that London will
see a Zeppelin flying over the 2012 Olympic
Stadium?—possibly, an airship is appearing in
current London 2012 advertisements. Will it
carry covers—almost certainly!
Count von Zeppelin
and his airships have
been depicted on many
stamps. Depicted are
Zeppelin and the Graf
Zeppelin (Germany
536, 2443), LZ 1 (Ivory
Coast), LZ 120 Bodensee
(Nicaragua MS2608) and
LZ 1 (Germany 2977)

Fig 14 A modern airship – the Zeppelin NT –
on a Swiss stamp (1612)
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Samuel Creeps
THE DIARIE OF SAMUEL CREEPS

The Diarie of Samuel Creeps
an ordinarie collector of stamps
23 July. There came in Her Majestie`s Mails this forenoon three items which vividlie differed
from other materiall latelie dropped on the Creeps Door-Steppe. How so? Because all of these
bore traditionall postage Stamps. What is more, the Stamps, three or four on each Letter, were
of a pictoriall Nature, mostlie issewed severall Yeares agone, but still constituting valid exchange
for postall Services. All three Packetts came from Merchants in the philatelic Trade, each listing
wares for sale either by Auction or by direct Transaction. Thus my Daye had began with a little
Occurrence of no great Importance in the World Order of Things but imbued with the power
to give modest Pleasure in three different ways, viz: the colourful and interesting content of
the Stamps them-selves; Gratitude to the Merchants for taking the Trouble and Time to lick
and stick the Stamps on their Envelopes; and then the Anticipacion of clipping and soaking
the Stamps, mayhap using some of them to fill Gapps in the Creeps Albums or (a bit unlikelie)
even to offer them for sale to fellow Members of the Philatelic Societie of the Parish. It is but
rarelie that my dailie Post brings such a heart-uplifting Stamp-related Experience.
27 July. This eventide resolved to devote some Attencion to my Albums by way of bringing

them up to date by the addicion of Stamps acquired in recent times but left meanwhile
languishing in the card-board Box that I have dedicated to their safe Storage. First among
these was the Issew of the GB Sette marking the Opening of the new Royal Shakespeare
Theatre in Stratford-upon-Avon, an essential Enhancement of the Creeps Literarie Collection.
Looking agayne upon these Stamps, with their disagreeable use of monstrous lettering, there
came to my mind criticall comments made by other Collectors anent the choyce of inept
Quotations from the Plays in relation to the Scenes adjacentlie depicted: e.g. ‘To be or not to
be’ taken from Act III of Hamlet while the portrayt of Hamlet is of a Scene from Act V showing
the Skull of Yorick. It is beyond belief that Approvall of these designs was not sought from an
appropriate Authoritie, yet the Imperfections remayned uncorrected. As another Poet wrote in
different Circumstances, ‘Someone had Blundered.’

28 July. Continewed to bring my literarie Collection up to date by housing therein the latelie
issewed GB Stamps in Tribute to the Works of the Reverend Wilbert Awdry OBE which marked
the Centenarie of his birth in June 1911. Could not forbeare, howsoever, from deploring the
complete absence of his name from all of the Stamps them-selves. For it was this reverend
Gentleman who wrote the first twenty-six in the Series of books for Children which extol the
virtues and narrate the Adventures of an engine-shedful of locomotives (e.g. Thomas the
Tank Engine) under the watchfull eye of the Fat Controller. Have alwayes much admired
the Reverend Wilbert (enviable name) so these Stamps will occupy a prominent place in my
Albums even though the Author him-self appears not upon them. They will reside amongst
Stamps celebrating Writers of doubtless greater literarie Meritt, but of whom fewe, I warrant,
have given more Delight to their readers than this man. Would that I had on some Occasion
been a member of his Congregation for, I wager, his Sermons must surelie have been mightilie
engaging.

2 August. Decyded this daye to pay a Visit to a meeting of the Philatelic Societie of the Parish
with the prime Intencion of speaking with Mistress Taylor (she who is learned in the matter of
water-markes). On Arrivall at the Hall wherein the Societie conducts its Business discovered
that the Topick of the Daye was a Disquisition on the Stamps of an Eastern European nation
in which I have no interest (and cannot spell). But I nevertheless endured the talk, buoyed up
by Anticipacion of the possible Pleasure of converse with the aforesayde Ladye. I had come
armed with a Plan of Attack viz: the Difficultie I am at present encountering in the laborious
process of identifying the Perforacions in the Gibraltar stamps of the reign of King George
the Sixth. When the Talk ended, I approached my Quarrie. ‘Madam,’ quoth I, ‘I have long
admired your skills in Water-Marke detection and now wonder if you have like Talents in the
field of Perforacions which you might fain share with me?’ Her answer came firm and quick.
‘No, Master Creeps, I have not. I consider Perforacions too triviall and tedious a subject to
be worthie of my Interest.’ Upon which she turned on her heel and made for the Exit. Could
not help but think that she had sensed the true Motive which lay behind my Enquirie and was
fighting shy of it. Must therefore resign my-selfe to doing solitarie Battle with my Perforacion
Gauge while trying to contrive a more subtle waye of beguiling the Object of my Desires.

5 August. The latest New-comer to the Works of Reference in the modest Creeps Librarie

is the handsome seventh Edicion of the Oxford Dictionarie of Quotations, a Volume of more
than one thousand pages. My first act upon broaching its contents was to look in the Index
to see if there were anie entries under Stamps and Collectors. Came upon these: (1) from
the Diary of Harold Nicolson, husband of Vita Sackville-West, writing of King George V, ‘For
seventeen years he did nothing but kill animals and stick in Stamps.’ So at least the second part
of the Royal activities did no harm to man nor beast; furthermore, I have a suspicion that the
King would have had a Minion to do the sticking in, possiblie known as the Royal Hingemaster.
(2) From the Epistles of the Roman Poet, Horace: ‘Condo et compono quae mox depromere hospes’,
which being translated from the Latin, reads: ‘I put together and collect things which I will
soon be able to draw upon.’—might this perchance be adopted as an apt Motto for the Stamp
Collecting Fraternitie?
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Extracts selected
and edited by
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A Corner of Empire – Pangkor and the Dindings
By Rob Holley
Fig 1 Map of the southern
coast of Perak showing
Pangkor and the Dindings

the Muslim religion, although ‘advice’, in this
context, was a euphemism for an almost total
acceptance of British authority. Thus, effective
British rule over a sizable territory was gained
at a negligible cost to HM Government.

The establishment of law
and order

Economically unimportant and lightly
populated, Pangkor and the Dindings
would barely warrant a mention in a history
of Perak, let alone of Malaya or the Straits
Settlements, and reliable information about
their past is not easy to find. Even their
correct name is open to doubt, some sources
regarding the island of Pangkor as being part
of the Dindings and not a separate entity in
itself (Fig 1).
Pangkor is about 5 miles long and not
much more than a mile wide and together
with the Dindings make up a total area of
just under 200 square miles. The purpose of
the Straits Settlements in taking possession
of these scraps of land was to establish a base
from which they could launch operations
against the pirates whose prahus (sailing
vessels) had plagued the west coast of
Malaya for hundreds of years but who were
particularly active in the 19th century. The
Dutch had built a fort on Pangkor in the 17th
century for the same reason. It is unclear
when the Island first became British. One
source claims they acquired it in 1826 but not
from whom, and all we can say for certain
is that a ‘policing station’ was established
there under the Union flag some time
prior to the signing of an agreement with
a number of local Malay chieftains in 1874
known as the Pangkor Engagement. This
intriguingly named document was a landmark
in the history of British Malaya as it laid the
foundations and future framework of British
rule in both the Federated and Unfederated
Malay States. Under its terms, Britain selected
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a local chief with an acceptable claim to the
Perak throne (but who was also amenable to
British interests!), and then acknowledged
him as Sultan, granting him an annuity and
the support of a British-led police force. In
return, he was expected to take the advice
of a British representative, known as a
Resident, in all matters save those touching

After an initial hiccup when the first Resident,
Mr James W W Birch, was murdered*, the
system worked well, at least from the British
point of view, as law and order was quickly
established, enabling investment to be
made in the local tin industry which, before
long, yielded sufficient tax to put Perak’s
revenue account comfortably in the black.
The use of the word ‘Engagement’ instead
of ‘Treaty’ has an interesting explanation.
The Straits Governor of the day maintained
that the accord that had just been signed
was a domestic settlement of Perak’s internal
disputes setting out the succession to the
Sultanate rather than a binding agreement
between two sovereign states. What he didn’t
say was that Britain would thus be able to
withdraw from its commitment if it suited
her—a ‘small print’ nicety of which the
Perak chiefs who were the co-signatories
remained in blissful ignorance it seems. Fig
2 shows a photograph which always seems

Fig 2 Historic photograph taken in Perak in 1875. Some of those pictured were present when
the Pangkor Engagement was signed the year before
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Fig 3 Queen Victoria postal stationery card of
the Straits Settlements used from Pangkor on
10 May 1892

Fig 4 Picture postcard used from Pangkor on
12 March 1907
Fig 5 Registered cover used from Pangkor on
18 October 1941

to accompany accounts of the Pangkor
Engagement but was not taken at the time, or
at Pangkor for that matter, but does include
several officials who had been present when
it was signed the year before. It was thought
to have been taken in September 1875 when
the new Straits Governor, Sir William Jervois,
was familiarising himself with Britain’s newest
acquisition and the political unrest that was
brewing. The man standing to the immediate
right of the seated figure of Sir William in the
centre, is the first Resident, Birch, who was
to lose his life a few weeks later at the hands
of disaffected chiefs, mainly as a result of his
tactless meddling in local affairs. One of the
provisions of the Pangkor Engagement saw
a part of the mainland opposite Pangkor,
known as the Dindings, ceded to the Crown
making it a British colony, the rest of the State
of Perak from which it was detached being
made a protectorate. As was to become a
common practice later, a local British official,
known as a district officer, was appointed
to Pangkor and the Dindings to administer
justice and keep the peace.
Sporadic lawlessness in the area continued
until the late 1870s. In 1878, for example, the
Superintendent (District Officer) on Pangkor,
Captain Lloyd, was attacked in his own house
and killed by a gang of Chinese robbers. The
incident was graphically described by Emily
Innes**, wife of a minor British official, in
her The Golden Chersonese With The Gilding Off,
who was visiting Captain Lloyd at the time
and only escaped his fate by hiding under her
G.S.M. September 2011

bed. The lives of the early administrators were
anything but uneventful.
After Pangkor’s brief appearance in the
historical spotlight in 1874 it thereafter
subsided into anonymity, witnessing nothing
more exciting than an occasional minor
skirmish against the pirates and patrols in
search of smugglers. However, the presence
of ‘government’ in the form of the district
officer, required some postal facility. In E W
Proud’s The Postal History of Malaya, Vol II
(2nd edition) is the following: ‘An office
was listed in 1880 as “The Dindings”. It is
assumed this was at Pangkor, which must
have closed later, as in 1889 the opening of
a new Post Office was being discussed with
Mr Merewether, (superintendent of the
Dindings) but was postponed due to his ill
health.’ Whether this office ever opened is
unknown as there is no record of a postmark
simply worded ‘The Dindings’.

Postmarks

The earliest postmark that is recorded from
Pangkor is dated 6 June 1890, an example of
which can be seen on a Straits 2c./3c. postal
stationery card illustrated (Fig 3). It bears a
date of a couple of years later, 10 May 1892,
and is typically faint, and so a drawing of
the mark is shown as well. Interestingly, it
does not cancel the impressed stamp, a notunusual practice of postal agents in Malaya at
this time who seemed to prefer to leave that
task to their serving post office. The reverse
bears a transit mark of Penang dated 11 May

and so almost certainly the card was carried
there direct from Pangkor by steamer. The
addressee deserves a mention—he being
William Brown of Salisbury, author and
publisher of a book on the stamps of the
Straits Settlements overprinted for use in the
Malay States (1894), founder of the Philatelic
Journal of Great Britain and a co-founder, I
believe, of Salisbury Philatelic Society.
Fig 4 is a picture postcard from Pangkor
to the UK dated 12 March 1907, once again
the postmark is struck off the stamp which,
instead, was cancelled the same day at a post
office on the mainland of Perak called Lumut,
a fishing village tucked just inside the mouth
of the Dindings river opposite Pangkor. Mail
from Pangkor and the Dindings would now
follow this route to take advantage of the
newly-established rail link inland between
Perak and Penang. However, after 1908
Pangkor postmarks, never easy to find at the
best of times, disappear completely and do
not resurface until 1932, presumably because
the agency did not function during this time.
This often happened in Malaya when shops
closed or changed hands or shop-keepers
thought the small allowance paid by the Post
& Telegraph Department was not worth the
candle. Fig 5 shows the second of the two
postmarks in use after the agency reopened
circa 1932. The first was exactly the same
except that it had ‘S.S.’ (Straits Settlements)
in the space between the rings at the foot,
this being removed after responsibility for the
administration of Pangkor was handed back
to Perak in 1935. This c.d.s. remained in use
until the Japanese occupation.

From Pangkor to Lumut

The centre of gravity of the British
administration in Pangkor and the Dindings
had moved from Pangkor to Lumut a long
time before the coming of the Penang–Perak
railway, however, and it is not easy to put a
finger on the exact reason why, but in 1890
or ’91 the District Officer’s house had been
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moved from Pangkor to Lumut, dismantled
post by post and plank by plank. A very fine
building it was too, it seems, reputed to be
one of the finest district officer’s houses in
the Federation with Dutch tiles (taken from
the old Dutch fort?) on the ground floor and
with walls made from local timber which was
hard enough, it is said, to withstand a bullet.
Regrettably, it was demolished and replaced
by a dull, standard Public Works Department
construction some time after Malaysian
independence. A post office was opened in
Lumut about the same time the house was
moved, the first postmark being recorded on
30 October 1892, and three different circular
datestamps were used in the period up to
1908, two being shown (Fig 6). Being a post
office rather than an agency, Lumut’s marks
are considerably easier to find than those of
Pangkor, although its business mainly came
from the few government offices sited there
as, despite it being the main settlement of the
Dindings, it was hardly a thriving commercial
centre. In the biography of a Methodist
Missionary, William Shellabear, by Robert
Hunt (University of Malaya Press, 1996) is the
following picture of the township in the early
years of the 20th Century:
‘Shellabear … arrived in Lumut on the
coastal steamer SS Say Seng in the afternoon.
The town consisted of a government resthouse, a post office and a collection of
Chinese shops strung out along...the Dinding
river. Its one road, unpaved but dry in May,
curved around the hills which loomed over
the town …’
As a posting for a young member of
the Malayan Civil Service, the Dindings, at
this time, must have seemed like the back
of beyond, with little or no company from
other Europeans, either male or female. The
basic government presence in Malaya, as
mentioned earlier, took the form of a district
officer who was responsible for the smooth
running of his entire area, and, as a result,
often had to exercise his authority singlehanded in a number of different capacities.
Andrew Gilmour who himself was a district
officer for many years, tells the following
story in his memoirs, An Eastern Cadet’s
Anecdotage (University Education Press,
Singapore, 1974) as an example of what this
could entail:

Fig 6 Two early single-ring
postmarks of Lumut
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‘The late J L Humphreys, then Governor
of North Borneo, claimed to have held the
record (of posts held) when, as District
Officer, Dindings, and head of every
department there, he caught out a PWD
(Public Works Department) overseer

Fig 7 J L Humphreys, District Officer, the
Dindings, in the early 1900s

misappropriating funds, laid information as
officer in charge PWD, issued a warrant as
Magistrate, arrested him as CPO (Chief Police
Officer), prosecuted him in Court, then,
sitting as Magistrate, accepted his plea of
guilty, sentenced him to imprisonment and,
finally, as O/C Prisons, led him off to gaol.’
(Fig 7).

A minor classic

Like many rural settlements in Malaya at this
time, Lumut did not change much during the
next 40 years or so and a somewhat similar
picture to Shellabear’s was painted in a book,
Malayan Landscape (Michael Joseph, 1946) by
Katharine Sim, the wife of a customs officer
posted there in March 1939. Her memoirs
are something of a minor classic as they not
only give us a word-picture of life in a Malaya
which, due to the war and economic progress,
was shortly to disappear, but being a talented
amateur artist, she had the ability to record
the country’s scenery and people in paint
as well as in prose. As she approached her
new home for the first time she noted that
‘… the sea and Pangkor island lay out to the
west beyond the wide-flung arms of the hills;
to the east the land stretched faintly away
beyond the spreading waters of the river to
distant hills veiled in heat … Against this
background stood the big white building of
the Customs office and godown (Customs
shed) with one old cassia tree spreading its
shady branches beside it and the little jetty. In
front there was a triangular padang or playing
field, with the Post Office at one end, where
the professional letter-writer sat waiting for
business … This was the very heart and centre
of the town. Beside the padang, opposite the
Customs office was a short street of shops,
Chinese, Indian and Malay.’
By this time Pangkor and the Dindings
were part of the State of Perak again, the
Straits Settlements having handed them back
on 1 April 1935. No official reason for the
transfer has been discovered but there were
some administrative changes afoot in Malaya
at this time and, of course, there was no
longer any need for Royal Navy gunboats in
the waters of the Dindings. Katharine tells us
that one of the things done to commemorate

the handover to Perak was the building of
the very modern Customs office and godown
(warehouse) of white ferro-concrete that she
had noted on her arrival and of which her
husband was now the supervisor.

Changes

In the period before the handover the
postmarks of Lumut underwent several
changes. The first was the introduction of a
double-ring type with bars, c.1910–15 (Fig 8),
followed by one where the bars were replaced
by ‘PENANG’ to indicate, presumably, that
the territories were administered from
there, although whether this represented
a change of any sort is not known (1916)
(Fig 9). Later still, the bars were restored
but were separated by the initials of the
Straits Settlements—‘S.S.’ (1930), this
being a change which took place in all the
postmarks of the post offices which were not
actually situated on the island of Penang
itself (i.e. those in Province Wellesley and the
Dindings), although, once again, what postal
or administrative change, if any, this indicated
is not clear (Fig 10). Later still, as was noted in
the case of Pangkor and for the same reason,
the ‘S.S.’ was removed. The resulting space
was never filled although elsewhere in the
Federated Malay States postmarks were being
introduced with the word ‘MALAYA’ around
the foot, the result of the administrative
changes taking place in the FMS mentioned
earlier (Fig 11).
Although Lumut itself did not appear to
change much in between Shellabear’s and
Katharine Sim’s time, living conditions for
Europeans living there certainly did. For
example, in 1939 Katharine was able to drive
the 65 miles to Perak’s capital, Ipoh, for a
monthly trip to the cinema or a dinner-dance,
but that was certainly not possible before
the First World War and she quotes in awe
the experiences of the ‘old Malaya hands’
who she met occasionally on the rubber
estates locally: ‘Their stories, some a bit steep
perhaps, were of the Dindings in the bad old
days, when it was called the “White Man’s
Grave”, and everyone else’s too, because of
the malaria; when bullock-carts took four
days over the journey to Ipoh and when every
creek was thick with alligators …’
Another office in the Dindings during
the Straits Settlements period was an agency
which opened on 1 December 1931 at
Pengkalen Bharu, a little place ‘over the
river’, i.e. north of the Dindings river from
Lumut, and which remained open until the
Occupation. The writer has not seen a Straits
or an FMS stamp used there but Fig 12 shows
an airmail ‘Clipper’ cover sent during the
Perak period. The remainder of the $1.90
franking is in small denominations on the
reverse, lending weight to the theory that
pre-war Malayan agencies kept only lowvalue stamps, demand for the higher values
being too small to merit a stock being held.
Curiously, the word ‘Dindings’ is bracketed
in the Pengkalen Bharu postmark but not in
that of Pangkor.

Long-standing mystery

There was a fourth office in the Dindings
surrounding which there is a long-standing
mystery which has much pre-occupied some
members of the Malaya Study Group in the
past, namely Sitiawan, usually pronounced
as if the first ‘i’ is silent and the second ‘i’
G.S.M. September 2011
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Fig 8 First double-ring postmark of Lumut
(with bars) used 1910–15

From top right:
Fig 9 Registered cover from Lumut showing double-ring
c.d.s. with no bars and ‘PENANG’ round the foot, used
1916–29
Fig 10 Local cover from Lumut 5 August 1933 showing
double-ring c.d.s. with bars and ‘S.S.’ at the foot
Fig 11 Cover from Lumut, 11 March 1938 showing c.d.s.
with ‘S.S.’ removed
Fig 12 Clipper cover from Pengkalen Bharu, the
Dindings, 8 March 1941

Fig 13 (left) Perak stamps used in
Sitiawan in 1894 and 1897
Fig 14 (below) Straits Settlements
stamps used in Sitiawan
1909–1911

Fig 15 Cover from Sitiawan, 13 December 1914, bearing
FMS 4c.

is a long ‘e’, viz Stee-a-wan. When a post
office first opened there, which from dated
postmarks would seem to have been about
1893, it used the stamps and cancellers of
Perak and not those of the Straits Settlements
as would have been expected in view of the
Pangkor Engagement, the cancels being a
temporary rubber datestamp (TRD) in purple
and a small squared circle of a type peculiar
to the State. These are rare, particularly the
former (Fig 13). Judging from a complete
absence of dated examples of the squared
datestamp after 1898 it would seem the office
closed around that year. In 1908 Sitiawan
postmarks reappeared, not of a recognisably
Perak type or on the current stamps of
G.S.M. September 2011

Perak, but on Straits Settlements stamps, the
inference being that the re-opened office
was now being administered by the Straits as,
indeed, it should have been (Fig 14). But not
for long, however, as by 1912 Sitiawan marks
can be found on the ‘leaping tiger’ stamps
of the Federated Malay States being used in
Perak (Fig 15). All this creates an image of a
village on the move, first from the Dindings
into Perak (1893), then back into the
Dindings (1908), and finally a return to Perak
again (1912). What can be the explanation
for this apparent to-ing and fro-ing? The third
and last move is the easiest to account for, as
it was, indeed, a physical migration to which
we have a witness, i.e. Katharine Sim.
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Dindings, and a passage from it is worth
quoting verbatim:
‘… Up to June, 1886, Denison, Supt. of
L P (Lower Perak), was in charge of the
Dindings, as well as his own District, the Supt.
of the Dindings, being sort of ADO (Assistant
District Officer) under him. Sitiawan was
then called Sungei Gaja Mati (Dead Elephant
River), and when the Dindings was made
independent of L P Haji Mat Ali was made
Penghulu (Headman) of Gaja Mati, to look
after the Perak side. Soon after, I think early
1887, there was a bad outbreak of smallpox,
which killed off huge numbers, and Haji
Mat Ali begged Denison to change the name
of the place, to prevent another outbreak.
He suggested Stiawan (old form of spelling
for Sitiawan), i.e. faithful or loyal. That is to
Denison and Perak, and no longer looking
for help to Pangkor or Penang, and Sir Hugh
adopted it. (Sir Hugh Low GCMG, Resident
of Perak 1877–89 following the death of
Birch.)’

Fascinating and valuable
Fig 16 Cover from Mrs Sim the elder, at Lumut, 20 November 1941

New location

Old maps place Sitiawan on the banks of
the Dindings river, and therefore in the
Dindings itself, but by 1912 it had seemingly
moved to a new location on the fairly recently
constructed Lumut-Ipoh road about seven
miles away. Perhaps it didn’t so much move
as spread, i.e. a new development grew
up on the more convenient site while the
old settlement languished. This was not
an unusual occurrence in Malaya when, as
the British administration began to tackle
the task of modernising the country, the
transport system became increasingly based
on newly-built roads and railways rather than
on the coasts and rivers as it had been in
pre-colonial times. The old village continued
to appear on maps, however, sometimes as
Kampong Sitiawan or Old Sitiawan. In 1941 it
was still enough of a feature for Katharine to
refer to it. Describing a blackout patrol one
night after the Japanese invasion she wrote:
‘When we drove to Sitiawan, the old kampong
appeared to be a mass of lights …’ On the
sketch map of the area on the inside of her
book she clearly shows the two settlements—
‘Old’ Sitiawan and Sitiawan.
Sitiawan post office’s 1911/12 migration
to its new site on the Lumut–Ipoh road had
carried it over the Dindings border into
Perak again so that it was now no longer
under Straits Settlements administration.
E W Proud, ibid, states that Sitiawan was
administered by the Straits Settlements up
to 1911 and that the FMS (Perak) post office
opened at the beginning of 1912. This means
that the FMS adhesive shown used with one
from the Straits Settlements in February
1911 (Fig 14) should have been disallowed
as the stamps of the two territories were
not interchangeable at this time but, in the
circumstances, it is not surprising that the
postmaster apparently chose to ignore the
stray from across the border, or is it possible
that Sitiawan Post Office moved a little earlier
than the date in Proud and that it was the
Straits stamp which was the interloper?
Finding an explanation for ‘Old’ Sitiawan
using Perak cancellers 1893–98 when, under
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the terms of the Pangkor Engagement, it
was in the Dindings (and therefore in the
Straits Settlements) is not so easy, however,
as there can be no question of the village
going ‘walkabout’ as it did later. Official
records from this era are sketchy to say the
least and whatever files may have existed
in the past could well have fallen victim
later either to white ants, the climate, the
Japanese occupation or even to post-colonial
indifference—there have been many hazards
to paper records in Malaya in the past—
as nothing seems to exist now. However,
in 1998, the then-Editor of The Malayan
Philatelist, Mr Gordon Peters, came across a
letter reproduced in the Journal of the Malaya
Historical Society. It was written in February
1931 by a former District Officer, Mr Hubert
Berkeley, who had spent five years in the

How fascinating and valuable are such
reminiscences as, in a few words, history is
transformed from dry dates and treaties to
peoples’ every-day lives and problems in
all their colour and variety. So, despite the
history books telling us the Dindings became
Straits Settlements territory with the signing
of the Pangkor Engagement in 1874 it seems
it was still being administered, de facto, as part
of Perak until as late as 1886. The Malays are
a very superstitious people and the smallpox
outbreak in 1887 probably made continued
allegiance to Perak, even after 1886, a
sensible option for the officials of both the
State and the Straits Settlements, and it is
significant that it was the Resident of Perak,
not the Colonial Secretary in Singapore, who
approved the name change for the village. As
a consequence, when a post office was needed
a few years later, it is not unreasonable to
assume that sympathetic officials permitted
it to be a Perak post office and not one run
by the Straits Settlements, lest Sitiawan’s
residents refused to cross its portals for fear of

Fig 17 Katharine and Stuart Sim

G.S.M. September 2011
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Japanese attack

Concern over the war in Europe amongst
those Britons who were still living in Malaya
in late 1941 was gradually being replaced
by the worry of the more immediate threat
of Japan whose ambitions for territorial
expansion were realised on the night of
7/8 December 1941 when Pearl Harbour
and the east coast of Malaya were attacked
almost simultaneously. The Japanese advance
down the Peninsula was remorseless and
rapid. On 16 December came the order for
all European women to evacuate Perak and
Katharine hurriedly packed:
‘Stuart drove me away, out of the garden
and down the hill. The mountains were as
blue as ever, the sun sparkled on the water, it
seemed odd that the village looked exactly as
usual: and I refused to believe I was seeing it
all for the last time.’
She escaped by boat from Singapore but
her husband was interned (Fig 17).
When the writer was a frequent visitor to
the Dindings and Pangkor in the 1960s, both
places would still have been recognisable
to Katharine and Stuart Sim but economic
change is fast sweeping the old Malaya
away and, today, Lumut is home to a large
Malaysian naval base while Pangkor boasts
a hotel of international standard. Where
once there were pirates and smugglers are
now warships and pleasure boats. Those who
are inclined to regret such progress might
be entertained by the thought that perhaps
descendants of the one are finding legal
employment on the other.
* This murder and the events which followed
it were the subject of my article ‘An Echo
of a Colonial War – A Sailor’s Letter From
Singapore’ in the Gibbons Stamp Monthly of
January 2008.
** I had something more to say of this
formidable lady in an article ‘SS Rainbow
and SS Bentan – Cachets or Cancels?’ in the
Gibbons Stamp Monthly of February 2007.
My thanks to Mr Henry Ong of Singapore for
permission to show the cover at Fig 5
G.S.M. September 2010
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enraging the spirits again. By 1908 when the
Straits Settlements assumed responsibility for
the re-opening of the post office, maybe Haji
Mat Ali had gone and local memories were
fading. Another point to consider is that in
1908 Perak was part of a higher authority, the
Federated Malay States, its Postal Department
now being administered, not from the local
Perak capital of Taiping, but from faraway
Kuala Lumpur and by officials no longer
susceptible to local Malay feelings or willing
to pander to local superstition.
Fig 16 shows a cover to the UK dated 20
November 1940 and posted from Lumut.
It is from a Mrs. Sim, c/o Customs, Lumut,
FMS; unfortunately, not Katharine Sim but
her mother-in-law, Mrs J Sim, known as Zia,
who came to visit her family in June 1940
and stayed until November when she left for
Singapore to catch a ship bound for Cape
Town. On the reverse (but shown on the
front in the illustration) is a 2c. Malayan
Patriotic label, evidence that these small
tokens of civilian defiance in the face of the
coming storm were available (from banks and
post offices) in even the most out-of-the-way
places such as the Dindings. They are popular
with collectors of Malayan postal history.

Shore to Shore
Island Hopper previews forthcoming Stamp Issues

The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society

The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society is the debut novel by the aunt-and-niece team
of Mary Ann Shaffer and Annie Barrows. Published in 2008 this wonderful book is know the
subject for a series of stamps produced by Guernsey Post and illustrated by Charlotte Barnes.
The plot of the book commences in January 1946 as London is emerging from the shadow of
the Second World War. Writer Juliet Ashton is looking for her next book subject and it comes
in the form of a letter from a man she’s never met, a native of the island of Guernsey. As Juliet
and Dawsey, her new correspondent, exchange letters, Juliet is drawn into the wonderfully
eccentric world of The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society.
The first stamp (36p) refers to how the Literary Society began, where a pig that had been
hidden from the Germans occupying the island provided a feast for the friends. The second
stamp (45p) shows a bookshelf containing some of the many titles enjoyed by the Literary
Society. The third stamp (48p) illustrates Juliet’s greatly anticipated arrival in Guernsey. The
scene of stamp number four (52p) is the view through Elizabeth McKenna’s, one of the key
characters, cottage window. The inclusion of a poppy is a tribute to the lives lost on Guernsey
and foreign soil during the War. Stamp number
five (58p) is a visual interpretation of the pivotal
moment in the plot when Juliet finally admits her
feelings for Dawsey. The final stamp in the set
(65p) shows another character—Isola’s parrot,
Zenobia, which perfectly sums up the eccentricity
and charm of the Guernsey Literary and Potato
Peel Pie Society.

Commonwealth Youth Games 2011

To celebrate the fourth Commonwealth Youth Games, which take place on the Isle of Man
from 7 to 13 September 2011, The Isle of Man Post Office have produced a very special
miniature sheet of eight stamps featuring the official Commonwealth Youth Games 2011 logo
along with the Games mascot, Tosha.

The first Commonwealth Youth Games were held in Edinburgh, Scotland in August 2000;
since then Bendigo, Australia, and Pune, India, have also hosted the Games in 2004 and 2008
respectively.
All competitors in the Commonwealth Youth Games are between the ages of 13 and 18 years
old and a maximum number of 1000 athletes are invited to participate in seven sporting events;
athletics, badminton, boxing, cycling, gymnastics, rugby sevens and swimming.
The all new and especially developed Bowl Stadium will be the venue for the Opening
Ceremony, which promises to be an exciting and memorable event featuring many of the
Island’s young artists.
The business community of the Island have played a large part in bringing the 2011
Commonwealth Youth Games to the Island and the volunteer response from the Manx public
has been outstanding; highlighting the great importance the Manx community place on
encouraging young people to take up sport and recreation in order to gain a sense of personal
wellbeing and competitive spirit.
Islanders are looking forward to a spectacular event, showcasing high quality venues and
exceptional talent from the competitors, who could well go on to become some of the finest
athletes in the world.
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Jersey’s Finance Industry

Two issues produced by Jersey Post are
featured in this edition of Shore to Shore;
the first celebrates the 50th Anniversary
of Jersey’s Finance Industry and to
commemorate this half-century milestone
a beautiful £3 stamp set within a Miniature
Sheet has been produced. The Miniature
Sheet has been cleverly designed to give the
appearance of a bank note and includes
silver-simili embossing.
Since 1961, when a number of banks began
to establish offshore operations to meet
the growing demands of British customers
living or working abroad, Jersey has grown
to become one of the leading global
international finance centres. This reputation
has been built on Jersey’s high standard of
regulation and transparency, but also on the
strength of the Island’s economy along with
its fiscal and political stability.
The commemorative Miniature Sheet
incorporates various elements which illustrate
Jersey’s finance heritage, including images
of the liard, the basic monetary unit in 18th
century Jersey. A 1960 ‘Fourth of a Shilling’
coin is also depicted as a representation
of the last Jersey coins minted prior to the
events of 1961.
The Jersey Lily is also detailed on the
stamp, representing growth, whilst the crest
of the States of Jersey symbolises authority.

Spectacular Island landscapes

Scenery is consistently a popular theme with collectors of Jersey stamps and, for the third time, it is the subject selected by SEPAC (Small
European Postal Administrations Corporation) for their biannual stamp issue. Every second year, the SEPAC group issues a folder
containing one stamp bearing the SEPAC logo from each of the member postal administrations. Jersey Post will issue Scenery III on 28
September 2011 and the stamps feature another selection of the seemingly endless landscapes for which the Island is so well known.
The set includes images of Beauport (42p), a secluded beach to the south-west of the Island and of St Ouen’s bay (49p), where golden
sand stretches along the west coast of the Island from La Pulente in the south to Etacquerel in the north.
The beautiful Ouaisné Common, a nature conservation area, is pictured on the 50p stamp, and St Brelade’s Bay, one of Jersey’s most
popular beaches, which is separated from Ouaisné by a granite outcrop, is the subject of the 64p stamp.
Possibly one of the Island’s most famous landmarks, the 13th Century castle of Mont Orgueil is pictured on the 79p stamp and, finally,
the magnificent beach at Portelet Bay, with its enticing clear blue waters, is shown on the 86p stamp.
The first day cover envelope of the series depicts Le Don Hilton, originally the guardhouse for the parish of St Peter, built on the coast at
St Ouen’s Bay. The Presentation Pack features Elizabeth Castle in St Aubin’s Bay.
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Stamp News in Brief
New and recent issues from the UK and
abroad. Information included in this column
is as received from Postal Authorities
and/or their agents. Inclusion does not
necessarily imply that any individual issues will
subsequently be granted catalogue status by
Stanley Gibbons.

CANADA
22 June, Royal Wedding of Prince William
and Catherine Middleton (3rd stamp), ‘P’
(59c.), miniature sheet $1.18.
30 June, Canadian recording Artists (3),
4×59c., miniature sheet $2.36.
7 July, Roadside Attractions, 4×‘P’, miniature
sheet $2.36.
8 August, Miss Supertest III (hydroplane),
‘P’, miniature sheet $1.18.
17 August, Canadian Innovations, 4×59c.

ÅLAND
16 August, My Stamps—Beach Volleyball,
‘Overseas’ (90c.)
ARGENTINA
4 June, Year Devoted to Decent Labour,
Health and Safety for Workers, $2.
25 June, Bicentenary of Piramide de Mayo
(monument), $2.50 Domingo Faustino
Sarmiento (1811-1888), $2.50 Copa America
Argentina 2011 (football), 3×miniature sheet
with 2×$5 stamps each.
ASCENSION ISLAND
20 July, Royal Wedding of Prince William
and Catherine Middleton, 35p, 90p, £1.25,
miniature sheet £2.
AUSTRALIA
1 July, definitives—Bush Babies, 60c.,
$1.60, $1.65, $2.35, $4.70.
5 July, Living Australian, 5×60c.; 50th
Anniversary of the formation of Amnesty
International, 60c.
19 July, Skiing Australia, 60c., $1.60, $1.65.
28 July, Colonial Heritage—Emerging
Identity, 2×$2, miniature sheet $4.
2 August, Centenary of Australasian
Antarctic Expedition, 5×60c., miniature
sheet $3.
30 August, World Wide Fund for Nature:
50 Years, 4×60c., miniature sheet 4×$2.40
(joint Australian territories issue together
with AAT, Christmas Island, Cocos
(Keeling) Islands).
BELARUS
1 June, Capital Cities—Minsk and Yerevan
(joint issue with Armenia), 2×‘H’.
28 June, 20th Anniversary of the
Commonwealth of Independent States, ‘H’.
BERMUDA
21 July, Casemates, 35c., 70c., 85c., $1.25.

Argentina: Bicentenary of
Piramide de Mayo

Argentina: Copa America Argentina 2011
(football)

Ascension Island: Royal Wedding
of Prince William and Catherine
Middleton

BHUTAN
3 February, Year of the Rabbit, miniature
sheet 25n.
28 May, 25th Anniversary of Diplomatic
Relations with Japan, 4× 20n. in miniature
sheet.
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CHINA (TAIWAN)
7 July, Owls, 2×$5, $10, $25.
CROATIA
16 June, Castles, 2×3k.10, 2×4k.60, se-tenant
strip.
24 June, Statehood Day, 3k.10.
ECUADOR
? April, 50th Anniversary of First Manned
Space Flight—Yuri Gagarin, miniature sheet
$5.

BOSNIA & HERZEGOVINA
Mostar
16 July, World Bicycle Day, 70f.
BULGARIA
10 June, North Central Region, miniature
sheet 2×65s., 2×1l. in miniature sheet.
29 June, Danube Fish, miniature sheet
2×65s., 21. in sheetlet.

CHINA
10 January, Fengxiang New Year Woodprints,
1y.20.
5 January, Xin Mao Year (Rabbit), 4×1y.20.
21 February, Early Leaders of the Communist
Party of China (III), 5×1y.20.
8 March, Liangzhu Jade Artifacts, 2×1y.20.
21 March, Classic Chinese Literature The
Scholars, 80f., 5×1y.20.
15 April, Ancient Chinese Calligraphy,
4×1y.20.
17 April, Chinese Aircraft (II), 3×1y.20.
23 April, World Book Day, 1y.20.
24 April, Centenary Tsinghua University,
1y.20.
28 April, Xi’an International Horticulture
Expo 2011, 1y.20, 3y.
4 May, 26th Summer Universiade Shenzhen,
3×1y.20, 3y.
10 May, Yunjin Brocade, 3×1y.20.
23 May, 60th Anniversary of Peaceful
Liberation of Tibet, 3×1y.20.
25 May, Scientists of Modern China (V),
4×1y.20.
20 June, Furniture of the Ming and Qing
Dynasties—Seating, 80f., 5×1y.20.
22 June, 90th Anniversary of the Founding
of the Communist Party of China, 6×1y.20,
miniature sheet 6y.
30 June, Commemorating the Opening of
Beijing-Shanghai High-Speed Railway, 1y.20.
2 July, Cycling, 2×1y.20.
8 July, Chinese Dramatic Balladry, 4×1y.20 in
sheetlet of eight.

FALKLAND ISLANDS
8 August, Centenary of Commonwealth
Parliamentary Association, miniature sheet
£2.

Australia: Skiing

FRANCE
20 June, Bicycles, 6×58c. in sheetlet.
23 June, Georges Pompidou, 58c.
27 June, 50th Anniversary OECD, 87c.;
G.S.M. September 2011
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JERSEY
3 August, 75th Anniversary of the National
Trust for Jersey, 42p, 50p, 59p, 64p, 75p, 79p.
30 August, Archaeology II—Buried Treasure
(coins), 37p, 49p, 59p, 64p, 79p, 86p.
KOREA (NORTH)
All issues perf and imperf.
5 July, The Sun of the Nation 2 (Birth
Centenary Kim Il Sung), 3×10w., 10×30w.,
10×40w., miniature sheet 40w., miniature
sheet 50w., miniature sheet 60w., 25w., 30w.,
45w. in sheetlet.
5 August, Cacti, 30w., 70w., 98w., 112w. in
sheetlet.

GIBRALTAR
15 July, Royal Wedding of Prince William and
Catherine Middleton, miniature sheet £3.
GERMANY
7 July, 150 Years of Shooting Association,
145c.; 500 Years Till Eulenspiegel (peasant
prankster), 55c.; Lighthouses, 55c., 90c.;
Flowers series—Gentian, 500c.
GREAT BRITAIN
23 August, Crown Jewels, 2×1st (46p), 2×76p,
2×68p, 2×£1.10.

Isle of Man: Manx Cats

Great Britain: Crown Jewels

GREECE
18 April, Ancient Greek Ships, 1c., 20c., 60c.,
75c, €2.47, €2.50.
17 May, Europa—Forests, 75c., €3.25 se-tenant.
HONG KONG, CHINA
2 August, Mainland Scenery series—10
(final), Dunhuang Grottoes, miniature sheet
$10.

ITALY
2 June, 150th Anniversary Unification of Italy,
8×60c.
10 June, Italian Navy, 4×60c. in sheetlet.
18 June, Centenary Association of Football
Referees, 60c.
25 June, Birth Centenary Carlo Dapporto,
60c.
28 June, Italian Mail series, 75c.
4 July, Botanic Gardens of Padua, 60c.;
Garden of Apennine Flora of Capracotta
(Isernia), 60c.
7 July, Abbey of the Santissima Trinità, 60c.
12 July, Made in Italy series—Premio Compasso
d’Oro ADI (industrial design award), 60c.
14 July, Villa Adriana Tivoli, 60c.
JAMAICA
4 July, definitives—Lighthouses, $20, $50,
$60, $200.
G.S.M. September 2011

MALAYSIA
11 April, Artifacts of National Heritage,
10×60s, se-tenant strips of five.
28 April, SetemKu (personalised—Perak
handicrafts), 2×35s., 2×65s., se-tenant block of
four.
13 June, Virtues, 10×60s. in sheetlet.
11 July, 100 Years of Aviation, 60s., 80s., 1r.
MALTA
29 April, WWF 50th Anniversary (Rabbit
Fish), 51c., 63c., 67c., 97c. in miniature sheet
9 May, Europe—Forests, 37c., €1.19.

ISLE OF MAN
23 June, Tails of the Tailless (Manx Cat), 37p,
38p, 58p, 76p, £1.15, £1.65.
8 August, WWI Knockaloe Internment Camp,
2×37p, 2×38p, 2×58p, 2×£1.15, se-tenant pairs,
miniature sheet £3.
ISRAEL
27 June, Clown Care, 9s.; Rabbi Shlomo
Goren, 1s.70; Beaches, 10×1s.70 in sheetlet;
Agriculture, 3×2s.50; Israel—Gibraltar joint
issue, 4s.90.

KOREA (SOUTH)
3 June, Preservation of the Polar Regions and
Glaciers, 2×250w. se-tenant.
10 June, Centenary of Shinheung Military
Academy, 250w.
30 June, World Heritage Sites, 2×250w.
13 July, 50th Anniversary Korea Disaster
Relief Association, 250w.
28 July, Philately Week, 4×250w. se-tenant
block.
11 August, Dinosaurs 2w., 4×340w. se-tenant
block.
26 August, IAAF World Championships Daegu
(athletics), 2×250w. se-tenant.

MAURITIUS
30 June, Anniversaries and Events: Census
2011 7r.; Birth Centenary Sir Moilin Jean
Ah Chuen 14r.; 125th Birth Anniversary Dr
Maurice Curé 21r.; Centenary of Medine
Sugar Estates 25r.

Jersey: 75th Anniversary of the
National Trust for Jersey

MEXICO
17 May, Birth Centenary Fermín Espinosa
Armillita, 7p.
15 June, Under 17s Football World Cup, $7,
$11.50, £12.50.
MONACO
9 August, Centenary of Monte-Carlo Golf
Club, 60c.; Centenary of the Monegasque
Alpine Club, 60c.
16 August, Grande Bourse, 60c.; Pre-cancelled
(John Dory fish), up to 35gr.

New Zealand: Children’s Health
2011—Endangered Flightless
Birds,

NAMIBIA
28 January, The Big Five (Elephant, Lion,
Leopard, Buffalo, Rhinoceros), ‘Standard’,
‘Non-Standard; $4.60, $5.30, £6.40.
23 March, Frogs, 4×‘Postcard Rate’.
NEW ZEALAND
6 July, Children’s Health 2011—Endangered
Flightless Birds, 2×60c., $1.20, miniature
sheet $2.40; Round Kiwi 2011, $1.20 (black),
$1.90 (silver), $2.40 (blue).
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Varengeville-sur-Mer, 58c; Trains of Provence
(Train des Pignes), 58c.
1 July, Marianne, 7×NVI definitives.
5 July, World Judo Championships Paris, 89c.
11 July, World Rugby Cup 2011, 4×89c. in
sheetlet, ‘silver’ stamp €5; G20-G8 France,
89c.

NEW ISSUES
PANORAMA

NIUE
6 July, Birds, $1.70, $2, $2.40, miniature
sheet $6.10.

Local’, $2.
8 August, National Day, 2×50c., 2×$1.10,
miniature sheet $2.

NORWAY
20 May, Drammen Bicentenary, 9k.
3 June, 150 Years of Fire and Rescue
Services, 9k., 27k.
10 June, Europa—Forests, 2×14k.

SLOVAKIA
29 July, Birth Centenary Jan Cikker
(composer), 50c.

PERU
15 January, XL Forum—FOLAC, 7s.80.
31 January, Birth Centenary Jose M
Arguedas, 6s.60.
23 March, Centenary of Upaep, 2s.
16 May, South Inter-Oceanic Road, 5s.20;
South Pier of Callao Harbour, 5s.
25 May, Scouts Centenary, 2×6s.40.
7 June, 50th Anniversary Construction of
Jicamarca’s Observatory, 6s.60.
8 June, Nobel Prize—Mario Vargas Llosas
(writer), 7s.80.
9 June, Centenary of Peruvian Submarines,
2×7s.20 se-tenant.
13 June, Birth Centenary Javier Pulgar
Vidal, 2s.40; Prevention of Aids, 2×5s.50
se-tenant.
20 June, Bicentenary Francisco Antonio de
Zela, 2×7s.20 se-tenant.
23 June, 50th Anniversary UNAP
(university), 2s.70; National Theatre of
Peru, 5s.
24 June, Peruvian Culture—Chachapoyas/
Incas, 2×6s.40.
1 July, Viceroys of Peru, 4×7s.80 se-tenant
block.
5 July, Centenary of the Discovery of Machu
Picchu, miniature sheet 7s.80; Sports—
Motocross, 7s.80; Chinese Horoscope—Year
of the Rabbit, 2×5s.50 se-tenant.
13 July, Traditional Dances, 2×9s.
16 July, Electric Train, 2×5s.50 se-tenant.
19 July, Endangered Flora—Orchids, 10s.50.
25 July, Former Presidents of Peru, 50
stamps in 120s. sheetlet.
1 August, International Year of Chemistry,
7s.20.
18 August, School Painting Contest, 60c., 2s.
19 August, 150th Anniversary National
Archives, 5s.80
25 August, Peruvian Gastronomy, 4×7s.80 in
miniature sheet.
POLAND
30 June, Birth Centenary Czesław Miłosz,
miniature sheet 4z.15.; Polish Presidency of
EU Council, 3z.

Niue: Birds

SOUTH GEORGIA &
SOUTH SANDWICH ISLANDS
25 July, Royal Wedding of Prince William
and Catherine Middleton, 70p, 95p, £1.15,
miniature sheet £2.
August 10, Petrels, 60p, 70p, 95p, £1.15.

Romania: Circus

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES
31 March, Protect Our National Heritage—
Ghaf Tree, 1d., 4d., miniature sheet 5d.
UNITED STATES of AMERICA
23 May, Garden of Love, 10×‘Forever’ (44c.)
25 June, Literary Arts series—Mark Twain,
‘Forever’.
27 July, Owney the Postal Dog, ‘Forever’.
11 August, Flags of our Nation series 5
(Northern Marianas, Puerto Rico, and Ohio
to Tennessee), 10×‘Forever’.
12 August, Eid Greetings, ‘Forever’.
19 August, Send a Hello (Pixar characters),
5×‘Forever’.
24 August, American Treasures series—
Edward Hopper, ‘Forever’.
South Africa: Rare Musical
Instruments

URUGUAY
15 June, Copa America, 37p.
VANUATU
25 May, Massena’s Lorikeet, 40v., 60v., 140v.,
160v. in sheetlet of eight.
VATICAN CITY
21 June, 60th Anniversary of the Ordination
of Pope Benedict XVI as a Priest, 4×75c.;
Europa—Forests, 60c., 75c. se-tenant; World
Youth Day, 75c. (joint issue with Spain);
150th Anniversary L’Osservatore Romano
Newspaper, 10×60c. in sheetlet.

SAMOA
25 April, Many-coloured Fruit Dove, 50s.,
$2., $2.70, $5, in sheetlet of eight.
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SPAIN
13 June, Greenways (disused railway lines),
35c.
17 June, Efemérides 2011—105th
Anniversary of the Corps of Architects of the
Treasury, 80c.
SRI LANKA
14 May, Vesak 2011, 4×5r., miniature sheet
20r.
27 May, Bridges and Culverts, 2×10r., 2×15r,
se-tenant pairs, miniature sheet 40r.

ROMANIA
1 June, Circus, 50b.
21 June, The New Bucharest—Basarab
Overpass, 5l., miniature sheet 10l.
30 June, Flowers 2—Peach blossom, 2×50b.
in sheetlet of six.
15 July, Romanian Postage Stamp Day—
150th Anniversary of Astra Sibiu Association
and Library, miniature sheet 12l.10.

SINGAPORE
3 June, Oriental Small-Clawed Otter, 2×50c.
15 July, Spices of Singapore, ‘1st’, ‘2nd’.
1 August, 50th Anniversary of EDB, ‘1st

SOUTH AFRICA
30 June, Rare Musical Instruments, 10×6r.
15 July, Forest Birds, 5×6r.
12 August, Green Earth, Healthy Garden,
6×‘B4’ in sheetlet.
19 August, Evolution of a Legendary
Emblem (Springbos rugby logo),
10×‘International Small Letter’ (6r.25) in
sheetlet.

United States of
America: Garden of
Love

VENEZUELA
20 July, Bicentenary of Independence, ten
values in 45b.60 sheetlet, miniature sheet
18b.

G.S.M. September 2011

Dean Shepherd reveals the stories behind more recent new issues
PANORAMA

Panorama
Unusual Methods of Mail
Delivery
In May, Canada Post paid tribute to two
unusual methods of mail delivery that have
been used to transport the post across its
often challenging landscape and weather
with a se-tenant stamp issue, issued in time
for the 2011 Royal Philatelic Show.
We have all heard of a message in a
bottle; well in 1910 the inhabitants of the
Magdalen Islands—an archipelago located
in the middle of the Gulf of St-Lawrence
north of Cape Breton—had to take the
idea one stage further when, during the
winter of 1910, a snapped telegraphic
cable severed communications between the
islands and the mainland. With all contact
lost the community rigged a ponchon—a
large barrel used for transporting
molasses—with a rudder and sail, marked
with the inscription ‘WINTER MAGDELEN
MAIL.’
After testing to ensure the barrel was
watertight, they piled in steel boxes filled
with letters, including one explaining
the situation and imploring the finder to
mail the letters to their destinations. The

barrel was launched on 2 February and was
found at Port Hastings, Nova Scotia, more
than a week later, by Murdoch McIssac—
who forwarded the letters, including the
plea for help, as requested. You can find
replicas of the now famous molasses barrel
in tourist shops all over the islands
The second stamp in the se-tenant pair
celebrates another unusual method of mail
delivery. For most modern postal workers
dogs are seen as an ‘occupational hazard’
but for those working in Northern Canada
in the pre-World War I years and beyond,
they were an essential part of mail delivery.
Before an airmail service was put in place
the only reliable method of mail delivery
in northern Canada during winter was
by dog team; a practice that persisted in
more remote regions until the early 1960s.
Today, the tradition is kept alive with the
Gold Rush Trail Dog Sled Mail Run, which
takes place every January and still carries
mail along the original route. Every year,
dog teams and dedicated mushers, sworn
in as mail carriers, carry official Canada
Post mail over the Gold Rush Trail from
Quesnel to Wells and Barkerville, British
Columbia, where it enters the regular

postal system for delivery throughout the
world. Special covers are produced for
each run and many are still available for
collectors to buy. For more information
take a look at www.dogsledmailrun.ca

Equestrian sport
On 12 July the Republic of Belarus issued
three stamps and a souvenir sheet as part
of its series entitled ‘Equestrian sport’.
Equestrian sport began to develop in
Belarus after the creation of the first
horse-riding school in Gomel in 1957.
In 1958 a branch was also opened in the
village of Ratomka, in the Minsk region of
the country.
Today Belarus is a hub for equestrian
competitions. The Republican Equestrian
Championships are held in Belarus every
year and since 1994 the country has also
played host to World Cup rounds of
dressage and horse jumping. It is also the
venue for International three-day event
competitions
The stamps represent the equestrian
disciplines of show jumping, dressage
(which is also shown on the souvenir
sheet) and horse racing.

Barrel posts and dog sleds—all
part of the postal service if you
lived in the remote regions of
Canada

The Alhambra and the
Generalife

Souvenir sheet shown at 50 per
cent size
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Spain has issued a souvenir sheet on 12
May showing one of its best-preserved
architectural treasures, the Alhambra palace
and its surrounding gardens, the Generalife;
both of which were declared World Heritage
sites by UNESCO in 1984.
Located in Granada, Spain, the Alhambra
Palace (which translates to ‘the red one’) was
built by the Muslim ruler, Mohammed I, in the
13th century and built upon by his descendents
over the course of the following 100 years.
The architects of the Alhambra covered
every space with decoration. Every wall is
covered with beautiful and extremely detailed
ceramics and elaborate plasterwork.
The Alhambra features in this souvenir
sheet depicting one of its beautifully
decorated rooms, whilst the circleshaped stamp resembles a €2 coin
with an image of the Patio de los
Leones (the Patio of the Lions)—
probably the most famous place
of the Alhambra—which gets its
name from the twelve lions that
feature in the fountain in the
middle of the patio located at the
centre of the palace.

Souvenir sheet shown at 50 per
cent size

G.S.M. September 2011
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and Uruguay. The two stamps in each set
have then been attached to two card
On 25 June the Argentinean postal
discs, placed one on top of the other.
authority released a very unusual
The discs and the stamps have then
collection of stamps to celebrate
been held together with a central
being the host nation of the
rivet that allows them all the
Copa America 2011 football
rotate freely.
competition, that took place in
The design of the top disc
between 16 and 24 July 2011.
includes the title and logo
Six $5 triangular stamps
of the competition, and
have been produced
a map of the world with
for the competition,
the location of the
each one showing
competing countries
cartoon-like drawings
in the group
of two or more
highlighted. The
football players
top disc also has a
and the official
series of cut outs
that, when the
competition
disc is rotated,
logo. Each
reveals the strip
stamp shows
players in the strip
and statistics for
of two teams from the
each of the teams in the
tournament so that all 12 teams in
group printed on the bottom
the group stages are represented over the six
card. As the teams in the group play each other
stamps. As if the unusual shape, fun design
you can rotate the disc to show the statistics for
and the ever-popular theme of football, wasn’t the opposing teams for each game.
enough to attract collectors to these stamps,
Statistics include the team's ranking in
there is another very obvious addition to
the Copa America competition, how
the issue that adds a healthy amount
many times they have played in the
tournament, how many times they
of fun and functionality.
have won the cup, goals for and
The 12 stamps have been
against in past tournaments
divided into three sets of
and how they have fared
two, with illustrations in
each set representing the
against their opponents in
corresponding four teams in
previous meetings.
the opening groups of the
The set makes for an
interesting, if a little difficult
competition—the group A
to mount, keep-sake of the
stamps show Bolivia, Colombia,
competition, although I expect
Costa Rica and host nation
that sales in Uraguay, who lost
Argentia; Group B shows
3 – 0 to Paraguay in the final
Brazil, Paraguay, Venezuela
One of Argentina's Copa
and Ecuador; and group C
of Copa America 2011, are
America stats charts
shows Peru, Chile, Mexico
going to be a little low.
(shown at 25 per cent size)

PANORAMA

Copa America 2011

Croatian Castles
Croatia Post has released a set of
commemorative postage stamps from a
new series entitled ‘Castles of Croatia’.
The stamps, which were issued on 17
June, feature photographs and designs by
Tomislav Vlainic and highlight four castles
to be found in the country—although, to
me, they look more like stately homes.
Donji Miholjac, in the Croatian region
of Slavonia, can boast no less than two
castles built right next to each other. The
older one, which can just be seen in the
background of the photograph used for
the 3k.10 stamp, is a modest ground floor,
98m long, late-baroque building from
1818. The newer castle, built between 1905
and 1914, has picturesque facades and is
among the last Slavonic castles to be built.
The second of two 3k.10 values shows
the larger of two castles to be found in the
town of Našice and built for the Pejaĉevic
family. The main castle was built in 1812
and is regarded as the finest Slavonic
nobleman estate of the 19th century. The
smaller castle, often referred to as the
Hunting Lodge, was built in 1905.
The Palace of Bilje (4k.60) was built
in the first half of the 18th century for
Prince Franz Eugen of Savoy—one of
the most famous Austrian army generals
whose victories marked the end of Turkish
conquests in Europe.
The final stamp (4k.60) shows Valpovo
Castle. This medieval fortress comes
complete with a vast garden and is
regarded as one of the most important
cultural treasures of north Croatia.
As well as images of the buildings, each of
the stamp designs also features the crest of
the family for which the castle was built.

Emerging colonial identity
On 28 July Australia Post issued the second
set of stamps in its four-year ‘Colonial
Heritage’ series. The latest set, which
follows on from the $5 ‘Empire’ stamp
issued in 2010, comprises two $2 stamps
that combine distinctive designs found on
pre-federation stamps, which highlight the
emerging colonial identity in the Australian
colonies.
The kangaroo and the lyrebird, which
appear in the design of the first stamp in
the new set, were originally featured in
stamps marking the 1888 centenary of
New South Wales—an issue which has the
honour of being the world’s first adhesive
commemorative stamp. The kangaroo,
flanked by the Sydney flannel flower, was
shown on the 1s. value, while the lyrebird,
bordered with waratahs and honeysuckle, was
depicted on the 8d. value. South Australia
also featured a kangaroo on a blue 2½d.
stamp design released in 1894.
The other stamp in the set features two
more distinctive designs found on Australia’s
colonial stamps. The Black Swan remained
the central motif on the stamps of Western
Australia from its first issue in 1854 until
stamp production was transferred to the
Commonwealth in 1902.
G.S.M. September 2011

Colonial Identity is the second in Australia
Post's Colonial Heritage series

The Southern Cross featured on many
Australian colonial stamps, the first of which
was the 5s. New South Wales medallion stamp
of 1861. The constellation has also appeared
in the designs of one Western Australian
stamp, six Victorian stamps and four New
South Wales designs, including stamp duty
and charity issues.
Like the first stamp in the series, this
issue comprises stamps produced in doubledefinitive size on paper featuring a simulated
watermark. The issue also includes a special
edition miniature sheet, printed in both
offset and intaglio.
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Catalogue Column
Hugh Jefferies reports
The New ‘Part 1’

After over seven month’s work, the 2012 Commonwealth and Empire
Stamps catalogue—or ‘Part 1’, as it is popularly known, is nearly ready
to be sent off to the printers for publication in early September.
Needless to say, with the market for Commonwealth stamps now
more active than ever, repricing—and in many cases repricing again,
in order to keep up with auction realisations—has been a major task—
but more of that later.
Editorially, one of the most important changes has been the listing
of those stamps for which specimens were distributed through the
UPU, but which were never
put on sale. The specimens are
now given full listing, as are the
unoverprinted versions, where
these are on the market. The
most famous example of this
situation is probably the Jamaica
6d. ‘Abolition of Slavery’, the
listing of which has led to some
renumbering of following issues.
There is now a priced listing of Indian stamps cancelled ‘FF’ during
the Abyssinia expedition of 1867–8, the ordinary and fluorescent
papers in the 1967 ‘Centennial’ definitives of Canada and subsequent
commemoratives are now listed, as are the two plates used for the
1966–67 Butterfly high values of Papua New Guinea.
New and extended notes cover a variety of subjects, from the first
Bahamas ‘Special Delivery’ overprints, the Waterlow and De La Rue
‘Birds’ definitives of 1960 and Fiji sheet watermarks, to the high value
King George VI official overprints of Pakistan, all of which will assist in
accurate identification of the stamps concerned.
Further illustrations of previously listed varieties have been added,
including the ‘Retouched “E”’, on the 6d. Kangaroo stamp of Australia
(a long-standing omission), thanks to Gary Watson at Prestige
Philately. Other illustrations now in colour, include the De La Rue and
Perkins Bacon ‘types’ of the Newfoundland 1928-31 ‘Publicity’ issues
and Iain Stevenson has provided new colour illustrations of the listed
varieties on the early stamps of Tonga.

One or two of the newly listed plate flaws have been shown in this
column over the past few months, but to pick three more out of these
which have also been added, I would mention the ‘Red arc above
“FIJI”’ on R1/4 of the Queen Victoria 5s. stamp of Fiji (SG 69), the
‘Exhaust pipe’ flaw on R6/1 of the 1938 6d. definitive of Jamaica
(128) and the ‘Right-angle over crown’ on R4/2 of the Pitcairn Islands
6d. Centenary of Return stamp of 1961 (30). There are several others.
Meanwhile there are about 50 new inverted, reversed and inverted
and reversed watermarks listed, which could make some of your
existing stamps worth checking—if you haven’t already done so—and
several new additions to the listings of British stamps used in the
Levant and Hong Kong stamps used in the Treaty Ports. I’m afraid
that, to find out what else is there, you will have to get hold of your
own copy!
Price changes are, technically, outside the scope of this column, but
I should say that they are very extensive, in some cases dramatic—and
almost exclusively in an upward direction.
I suppose the headline news is that ‘Part 1’ now has its first
‘millionaires’, with the prices for the used 1d. and 2d. ‘Post Office’
Mauritius stamps now £1,000,000 and £1,200,000 respectively (up from
a ‘mere’ £650,000 and £750,000 in the 2011 edition) and that India,
in particular, is surging ahead, as prices for pre-Independence issues
continues to be driven up by demand from the home market, with the
prepared for use but not officially issued 2a. yellow-green of 1856 (50)
up from £1400/1500 (mint/used) to £2250/2500 and the 10r. Gandhi
official (O150d) leaping from £32,000 to £120,000. For those of us
with smaller budgets, price rises cover almost all areas and periods and
affect stamps catalogued at less than £1 right up to £1 million!
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BRITISH COMMONWEALTH
GREAT BRITAIN

(Des Elmwood. Litho Cartor)
2011 (14 June). Thomas the Tank Engine. ‘Allover’ phosphor.

September 2011
(a) Ordinary gum. P P 14 (MS3193) or 14½×14
(others).
2375 (1st) greenish yellow, bright
magenta, new blue
and black
3188 2376 66p. greenish yellow, bright
magenta, new blue
and black
3189 2377 68p. greenish yellow, bright
magenta, new blue
and black
3190 2378 76p. greenish yellow, bright
magenta, new blue
and black
3191 2379
£1 greenish yellow, bright
magenta, new blue
and black
3192 2380 £1.10 greenish yellow, bright
magenta, new blue
and black
MS3193 115×89 mm. 2381 “Goodbye, Bertie,”
called Thomas (from Tank Engine Thomas
Again) (1st); James was more dirty than
hurt (from Toby the Tram Engine) (68p.);
“Yes, Sir,” Percy shivered miserably (from
The Eight Famous Engines) (76p.); They told
Henry, “We shall leave you there for always”
(from The Three Railway Engines) (£1)

Illustration sizes:
Stamps – 3/4 actual size
Overprints and surcharge – actual size
© Stanley Gibbons Limited 2010

GREAT BRITAIN
GUERNSEY
May 2011

3187

2375 Thomas the Tank Engine (image scaled to
69% of original size)

2376 James the Red Engine (image scaled to
69% of original size)

2377 Percy the Small Engine (image scaled to
69% of original size)

(b) Self-adhesive. Die-cut perf 14.
3182 (1st) multicoloured
a. Booklet pane. Nos.
3194×2 and U2965×4
Nos. 3187/92 show scenes from TV series
Thomas and Friends, and Nos. MS3193/4 book
illustrations from The Railway Series.
No. 3194 was only issued in stamp booklets,
No. PM29, originally sold for £2.76.

A406 Firecrest (Regulus
ignicapilla)

1300 Acorns and Oak Leaves

A407 Balearic Shearwater
(Puffinus mauretanicus)

1301 Hazelnuts and Hazel
Leaves

A408 Woodcock (Scolopax
rusticola)

3194

2378 (image scaled to 69% of original size)

2379 Toby the Tram Engine (image scaled to
69% of original size)

PREMIUM BOOKLETS

(Des Keith Robinson. Litho and spot varnish
Enschedé)
2011 (4 May). Europa. Forests. P 13½.
1376 1300 45p. multicoloured
1377 1301 52p. multicoloured
1378 1302
£2 multicoloured
MS1379 133×85 mm. Nos. 1375/7
No. MS1378 is cut around in the shape of a
pile of leaves.

2380 Gordon the Big Engine (image scaled to
69% of original size)

DY1 Flora (wallpaper pattern by William Morris),
1891 (image scaled to 25% of original size)

2381 Book Illustrations by John T. Kenny (76p.)
or C. Reginald Dalby (others) (image scaled to
35% of original size)

1302 Conker and Horse
Chestnut Leaves

2011 (5 May). 150th Anniv of Morris and
Company (designers and manufacturers
of textiles, wallpaper and furniture).
Multicoloured cover as Type DY 1
(162×96 mm). Booklet contains text and
illustrations on panes and interleaving
pages . Stitched.
DY1
£9.99 booklet containing four panes:
As Nos. U2993×4, U2994×2
and U2917×2 (but gravure)
with central label; Nos. 3182
and 3186, both ×2; Nos. 3181
and 3183/5; As No. 2991×4
(but litho) with central label
The contents of No. DY 1 have a face value
of £9.04

GREAT BRITAIN
ALDERNEY
May 2011

A409 Little Grebe (Tachybaptus
ruficollis)

(Des Wendy Bramall. Litho BDT)
2011 (4 May). Birds of the Bailiwick. P 13½.
A422 A 404 36p. multicoloured
A423 A 405 45p. multicoloured
A424 A 406 48p. multicoloured
A425 A 407 52p. multicoloured
A426 A 408 58p. multicoloured
A427 A 409 65p. multicoloured
MSA428 140×100 mm. Nos. A422/7

GREAT BRITAIN
JERSEY
August 2011

A404 Mediterranean Gull
(Icthyaetus melanocephalus)

1514 Princess Ena, 1935

A405 Shelduck (Tadorna tadorna)

1515 Caledonia, 1881

J. Self-adhesive Barcode Booklets containing
No Value Indicated Special or Occasions
issues, with Definitive stamps.
2382 ”Goodbye, Bertie,” called
Thomas (from Tank Engine Thomas
Again)

2011 (14 Jun). Thomas the Tank Engine.
Red cover with multicoloured emblem
(74×57 mm) as Type PM 15. Printed by
Walsall.
PM29 (£2.76) booklet containing pane No.
3194a

Copyright Notice The contents of this Catalogue Supplement, including the numbering system and illustrations, are fully protected by copyright. No part of this supplement may be reproduced,
stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise, without the prior permission of Stanley Gibbons Limited.
Requests for such permission should be addressed to the Catalogue Editor.
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Part 7, (9th edition)
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2011 (29 Apr). Royal Wedding. Sheet 118×90
mm. W w 18 (sideways). P 14½×14.
MS459 71 £3 multicoloured

BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS
June 2011
CORRECTION: Delete No. MS1240 listed
in error (September 2009 GSM). Re-number
Nos. 1241/73 (October 2009, October 2010,
November 2010, May 2011 and June 2011
GSM supplements) to Nos. 1240/72.

1516 Ibex, 1897

(Litho BDT)
253 Red and Yellow
Peonies

(Litho BDT)
1517 Schokland, 1943

Nos. 2767/8 were printed together,
se-tenant, as horizontal pairs in sheetlets of
16 stamps.
Nos. 2767 and 2771 were both inscr ‘P’ and
originally valid for 59c.
No. 2771 was only issued in booklets of ten,
SB429, originally sold for $5.90.
No. 2772 is left for $1.75 self-adhesive Royal
Wedding stamp not yet received.

2011 (22 June). The Peony. Sheet 105×140
mm containing T 253 and similar vert
designs. P 13½.
MS1108 50p.×4 Type 253; White peony;
Apricot peony; Pale yellow peony

STAMP BOOKLETS

2011 (29 Apr). Royal Wedding. Sheet 118×90
mm containing vert design as T 71 of
British Indian Ocean Territory. W w 18
(sideways). P 14½×14.
MS1273 $5 Prince William and Miss Catherine
Middleton

CANADA
July 2011

BAHAMAS
June 2011

1518 USS PT509, 1944

963 Tree
304 Prince William and Miss
Catherine Middleton at Friend’s
Wedding, Austria, September 2008

(Des Andrew Robinson. Litho BDT)
1519 Superb, 1850

2011 (21 June). Royal Wedding. T 304 and
simiilar multicoloured designs. P 15×14
(MS1587) or 14 (others).
1584
15c. Type 304
1585
50c. Engagement photograph,
St. James’s Palace, London,
November 2010
1586
65c. Kissing on Buckingham Palace
balcony after wedding
MS1587 94×64 mm. $5 Wedding in
Westminster Abbey (vert)

BERMUDA
June 2011

(Des S. Gibson, M. Clark and Subplot Design
Inc. Litho Lowe-Martin)
2011 (21 Apr). International Year of Forests. T
963 and similar vert design. Fluorescent
frame.
(a) Self-adhesive. Die-cut perf 13.
(59c.) Type 963
a. Booklet pane. Nos. 2763/4,
each ×4
2764
(59c.) Forest floor with fungi
2763

(b) Ordinary gum. P 13½x13.
MS2765 70×125 mm. As Nos. 2763/4
Nos. 2763/4 and the stamps within MS2765
form a composite design showing forest trees
and undergrowth.
Nos. 2763/4 and the stamps within MS2765
were all inscr ‘P’ and were originally valid for
59c.
Nos. 2763/4 and the stamps within MS2765
have a fluorescent frame around the vertical
pair, giving No. 2763 a fluorescent frame at
top, left and right, and No. 2764 a fluorescent
frame at left, right and foot.
Nos. 2763/4 were only issued in booklets of
eight, No. SB427, originally sold for $4.72.

B185 Forest and Silhouettes of Wildlife (image
scaled to 54% of original size)

2011 (21 Apr). International Year of Forests.
Multicoloured cover, 75×110 mm, as Type
B 185. Self-adhesive.
SB427 ($4.72) booklet containing pane of
eight (59c.) stamps (No. 2763a)

2011 (21 Apr). Signs of the Zodiac (2nd series).
Taurus. Multicoloured cover, 74×117 mm,
as Type B 184. Self-adhesive.
SB428 ($5.90) booklet containing pane of ten
(59c.) (No. 2766a)

(Des Paprika. Litho Lowe-Martin)
1520 Roebuck, 1911

(Des Tony Theobald. Litho Cartor)
2011 (12 July). Shipwrecks. P 13.
1592 1514 37p. multicoloured
a. Booklet pane. Nos.
1592/7 with margins
all round
1593 1515 49p. multicoloured
1594 1516 59p. multicoloured
1595 1517 64p. multicoloured
1596 1518 79p. multicoloured
1597 1519 86p. multicoloured
MS1598 110×75 mm. 1520 £3 multicoloured
a. Booklet pane. No.
MS1598, but 150×100
mm with line of
roulettes at left
Booklet pane No. 1592a exists in three
versions which differ in the order of the
stamps within the block of six.

223 Piloting Crew
bringing Gig ashore and
the Heathers Chart

(Des Jackie Aubrey. Litho BDT)
2011 (19 May). Pioneers of Progress (5th
series). Piloting. T 223 and similar vert
designs. W w 18. P 14.
1081
35c. Type 223
1082
70c. Painting of pilot sloop Gibbs
Hill
1083
85c. Pilot sloop and portrait of pilot
Jacob Miners
1084
$1.10 Photographs of gig in rough
seas and pilot crew at leisure

2011 (21 Apr). Signs of the Zodiac (2nd series).
Taurus. Vert design as T 962. Fluorescent
frame. Die-cut perf 13½.
2766
(59c.) Bull
a. Booklet pane. No. 2766×10
No. 2766 was inscr ‘P’ and was originally
valid for 59c.
No. 2766 was issued in booklets of ten, No.
SB428, originally sold for $5.90.

BRITISH INDIAN OCEAN
TERRITORY
964 Prince William
and Miss Catherine
Middleton,
November 2010

June 2011
STAMP BOOKLETS

(Des Isabelle Toussaint. Litho Lowe-Martin)
2011 (29 Apr). Royal Wedding. T 964 and
similar vert design. Fluorescent frame.
(a) Ordinary paper . P 12½×13½.
(59c.) Type 964
a. Horiz pair. Nos. 2767/8
2768
$1.75 Prince William and Miss
Catherine Middleton
embracing, November 2010
MS2769 120×83 mm. Nos. 2767/8
MS2770 As No. MS2769 but with gold crown
on upper left sheet margin
2767

B37 Roebuck on Les Kaines Rock (image scaled
to 25% of original size)

2011 (12 July). Shipwrecks. Multicoloured
cover, 164×100 mm, as Type B 37.
Booklet contains text and illustrations on
panes and interleaving pages. Stitched.
SB70 £14.22 booklet containing panes Nos.
1592a×3 and MS1598a

G.S.M. September 2011

71 Prince William and Miss
Catherine Middleton

(b) Self-adhesive . Die-cut perf 13x13½.
2771
(59c.) As Type 964
a. Booklet pane. No. 2771×10

B186 Prince William and Miss Catherine
Middleton, November 2010 (image scaled to
68% of original size)

2011 (29 Apr). Royal Wedding. Multicoloured
cover, 60×127 mm, as Type B 186. Selfadhesive.
SB429 ($5.90) booklet containing ten (59c.)
stamps (No. 2771a)
No. SB430 is left for $17.50 Royal Wedding
booklet not yet received.
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ASCENSION
August 2011

STANLEY GIBBONS CATALOGUE SUPPLEMENT September 2011

MS727 77×72 mm. Nos. 725/6

IRELAND

KIRIBATI

August 2011

November 2010

(Litho Giesecke and Devrient Matsoukis)

(Litho BDT)

2011 (4 May). Obligatory Tax. Refugee Fund.
Inscr ‘2011’. Chalk-surfaced paper.
P 13½×14.
1245
397
2c. black and pale green

2011 (29 Apr). Royal Wedding. Sheet 118×90
mm containing vert design as T 71 of
British Indian Ocean Territory. W w 18
(sideways). P 14½×14.
MS871 $5 Prince William and Miss Catherine
Middleton

610 Tulip Tree, Knockabbey
Gardens
254 Prince William
and Miss Catherine
Middleton
431 Forest at Dusk with Fox and
Owl

(Des Stelios Karamallakis. Litho Giesecke and
Devrient Matsoukis)
2011 (4 May). Europa. Forests. T 431 and
similar horiz design. P 14.
1246
51c. Type 431
a. Perf 13×13½
b. Booklet pane. Nos. 1246a/7a,
each ×4
1247
68c. Forest in daytime with
moufflon and bird
a. Perf 13×13½
Nos. 1246a and 1247a were only issued in
Є4.76 stamp booklets, No. SB14.
The stamps in this booklet were printed
in horizontal and vertical pairs in a pane of 8
(4×2), with the horizontal edges of the pane
imperforate and margins at left and right.

(Litho State Ptg Wks, Lefkosa)
2011 (27 May). Royal Wedding. W 51
(inverted). P 14×13½.
728
254 1ytl. multicoloured

FALKLAND ISLANDS

611 Ceramic (Deirdre
McLoughlin)

(Des Robin Carter. Litho BDT)

(Des Melanie Efstathiadou. Litho Giesecke
and Devrient Matsoukis)

2011 (5 May). Europa. Forests. T 610 and
similar horiz design. Chalk-surfaced
paper. Phosphor frame. P 14½×14.
2042
55c. Type 610
2043
82c. River Walk, Avondale Forest
Park

August 2011

274 Bull Sea Lion,
Females and Pups on
Beach

432 Paphos
Lighthouse

(Des Design Factory. Litho Irish Security
Stamp Ptg Ltd)

2011 (30 May). Endangered Species. Southern
Sea Lion (Otaria flavescens). T 274 and
similar vert designs. P 13½.
1194
27p. Type 274
a. Sheetlet. Nos. 1194/7, each ×4
1195
40p. Female sea lions swimming
1196
70p. Three bull sea lions on beach
1197
£1.15 Head of bull sea lion
Nos. 1194/7 were printed together, setenant, as horizontal and vertical strips of four
in sheetlets of 16. They were also issued in
separate sheets of 50 (2 panes of 25).

MALAWI
May 2010
CORRECTION: Re-number Nos. 1012a/b
(May 2010 GSM) to Nos. 1032d and 1032g
which are relisted below.
(Litho)
2007. Butterflies . Vert designs as Nos. 1008/12
and new values, all with ‘PROTECT
NATURE’ emblem. P 13½x12½.
1032a
5k. Myrena silenus ficedula
1032b
10k. Cymothoe zombana
1032c
20k. Charaxes castor
1032d
40k. Papilio pelodorus
1032e
50k. Charaxes pythoduras ventersi
1032f
65k. Papilio pelodorus
1032g
75k. Acrea acrita
1032h 100k. Iolaus lalos
1032i 105k. Acrea acrita
1032j 110k. Euxanthe wakefieldi
1032k 115k. Pseudacraea boisdurali

(Des Ger Garland. Litho Irish Security Stamp
Ptg Ltd)
2011 (12 May). Year of Craft. T 611 and similar
square designs. Chalk-surfaced paper.
Phosphor frame. P 13½.
2044
55c. Type 611
a. Booklet pane. Nos. 2044/8
2045
55c. Glass artwork (Róisín de
Buitléar)
2046
55c. Jewellery(Inga Reed)
2047
55c. Slippers (Helen McAllister)
2048
55c. Wooden pot (Liam Flynn)
Nos. 2044/8 were issued in Є2.75 stamp
booklets, No. SB159. They were also issued in a
Є9 premium booklet, No. SP14.

MALAYSIA
July 2011
Add into listing:
2011 (18 Feb). Indipex 2011 World Philatelic
Exhibition, New Delhi. No. MS1755
additionally
inscr
with
INDIPEX
2011 emblem at top left of stamp.
Phosphorised paper. W 138 (sideways).
P 13.
MS1755a Circular 95×95 mm. 5r. Rabbit

STAMP BOOKLETS

2011 (4 May). Lighthouses. T 432 and similar
vert designs. P 13½×13 (MS1250) or 14
(others).
1248
34c. Type 432
1249
43c. Cape Greco Lighthouse
MS1250 70×65 mm. Є1.71 Cape Kiti
Lighthouse

New listing:

STAMP BOOKLETS

B101 Year of Craft Stamps (image scaled to 48%
of original size)
275 Queen Elizabeth II at
Easter Sunday Service, St.
George’s Chapel, Windsor,
2010

(Des Andrew Robinson. Litho BDT)

B14 Forest (image scaled to 39% of original
size)

2011 (4 May). Europa. Forests. Multicoloured
cover, 105×70 mm, as Type B 14. Stamps
attached by selvedge.
SB14
Є4.76 booklet containing se-tenant
pane of eight (No. 1246b)

CYPRUS
TURKISH CYPRIOT POSTS
July 2011

2011 (12 May). Year of Craft. Multicoloured
cover, 84×54 mm, as Type B 101. Pane
attached by selvedge.
SB159 Є2.75 booklet containing pane of
five 55c. (5×1) (No. 2044a)

2011 (11 June). 85th Birthday of Queen
Elizabeth II. T 275 and similar vert
designs. P 13½.
1198
27p. Type 275
1199
30p. At Christmas Day church
service, Sandringham, 2010
1200
70p. On visit to Canada, 5 July 2010
1201
£1.50 On visit to the Company of
Pikemen and Musketeers
of the Honourable Artillery
Company, London, 12 May
2010

PREMIUM BOOKLETS

July 2011
P14 Eye Candy (Catherine Keenan) and Mother
You (Berina Kelly) (image scaled to 28% of
original size)

2011 (12 May). Year of Craft. Multicoloured
cover, 160×100 mm, as Type P 14.
Booklet contains text and illustrations on
panes and interleaving pages. Stitched.
SP14
Є9 booklet containing Nos.
2044/8 as five separate panes
of three
Face value: Є8.25

JAMAICA

G.S.M. September 2011

(Litho BDT)
323 Prince William
and Miss Catherine
Middleton

2011 (21 Jan). Royal Engagement. Sheet
90×97 mm. P 15×14.
MS1380 323 £2 multicoloured

503 Chimaera monstrosa (Rabbit
fish)

(Litho Printex Ltd)

April 2011

253 Log and Forest

2011 (16 May). Europa. Forests. T 253 and
similar vert design. W 51 (inverted).
P 14×13½.
725
1ytl.50 Type 253
726
1ytl.50 Pine cone and forest

2011 (28 Feb). Suzuki Cup (football
tournament for south-east Asian nations),
Vietnam and Indonesia. Phosphorised
paper. P 13 (1760) or 13½ (1761) .
1760
60s. Type 435
1761
60s. Trophy (30×50 mm)

MALTA
GIBRALTAR
May 2011

(Des Görel Korol Sönmezer. Litho State Press
Office, Lefkosa)

435 Medallion

(Des Reign Associates. Litho National Security
Printers)

2011 (29 Apr). Royal Wedding. Sheet 118×90
mm containing vert design as T 71 of
British Indian Ocean Territory. W 111
(sideways). P 14½×14.
MS1168 $400 Prince William and Miss
Catherine Middleton

2011 (29 Apr). 50th Anniv of WWF (Worldwide
Fund for Nature). Chimaera monstrosa
(Rabbit fish). Sheet 130×85 mm
containing T 503 and similar horiz
designs. W 105. P 13½.
MS1685 51c. Type 503; 63c. Rabbit fish
(swimming towards top right; 67c. Rabbit
fish (seen from front); 97c. Rabbit fish (with
fins outstretched)
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TRISTAN DA CUNHA
April 2011

1644 Museum Building

(Des Adolf Tuma and P. Pelikan. Eng Wolfgang
Seidel. Recess, litho and die-stamped
silver-foil)

319 The Steps at
Aapravasi Ghat

(Des Nitish Peechen. Litho BDT)
2011 (18 Apr). Mauritius in World Heritage.
T 319 and similar multicoloured designs.
W w 18 (sideways on horiz designs and
MS1214). P 13½.
1210
7r. Type 319
1211
14r. Le Morne (The Mountain)
(horiz)
1212
15r. The Monument, Le Morne
(horiz)
1213
25r. The hospital kitchen, Aapravasi
Ghat
MS1214 120×100 mm. Nos. 1210/13

NAURU
January 2010
2011 (29 Apr). Royal Wedding. Sheet
118×90 mm containing vert design as
T 71 of British Indian Ocean Territory.
Multicoloured. W w 18 (sideways).
P 14½×14.
MS690 $5 Prince William and Miss Catherine
Middleton

206 Queen Elizabeth II, c. 1952

(Litho BDT)
2011 (14 Mar). Queen Elizabeth II and Prince
Philip. ‘A Lifetime of Service’. T 206 and
similar diamond-shaped designs. P 13½.
1009
25p. Type 206
1010
35p. Princess Elizabeth and Lieut.
Philip Mountbatten laughing,
Clydebank, 1947
1011
50p. Queen Eliizabeth II and Prince
Philip, c. 2007
1012
50p. Queen Elizabeth II (wearing
red coat and hat) and Prince
Philip, 1990s
1013
70p. Queen Elizabeth II and Prince
Philip, c. 1972
1014
70p. Lieut. Philip Mountbatten,
c. 1947
MS1015 174×163 mm. Nos. 1009/14 and
three stamp-size labels
MS1016 110×70 mm. £1.50 Queen Elizabeth
II (wearing green checked dress) and Prince
Philip, c. 2007
Nos. 1009/14 were printed in separate
sheetlets of eight stamps.
No. MS1015 forms a diamond shape but
with the left, right and top corners removed.

2011 (8 Apr). 20th Anniv of Kunst Haus,
Vienna. P 14.
3077 1644 175c. multicoloured

7c. Type 1648; 62c. Kunsthaus Graz
Universalmuseum, Joanneum; 62c. Museum
of Modern Art Ludwig Foundation, Vienna
(Museum Moderner Kunst Stiftung Ludwig,
Wien);
62c. Kunsthaus Bregenz; 62c.
Kunsthalle Krems; 70c. Museum der Moderne
Monchsberg, Salzburg; 70c. Lentos Art
Museum, Linz (Lentos Kunstmuseum, Linz);
90c. Forum Stadtpark, Graz; 90c. Essl Museum,
Klosterneuburg; 145c. Kunsthalle Wien Project
Space Karlsplatz, Vienna; 170c. MAK Centre
Schindler Chase House, Los Angeles; 340c.
Austrian Cultural Forum, New York
Nos. 3081/2 and 3087/8, respectively, were
each printed in coils of 50 stamps, with the
surplus paper around the stamp removed.
They were available to collectors in strips of
five stamps
Nos. 3083, 3086 and 3089/92, respectively,
were each printed in booklets of four stamps,
Nos. 3086 and 3091, with four labels inscribed
‘PRIORITY’
Nos. 3084/5, each×5, were printed together
in booklets of ten stamps
All booklet stamps have the surplus paper
around the stamps retained

1646 Cup of Coffee and Café
Entrance

(Des Michael Rosenfeld)
2011 (11 Apr). Traditional Gastronomy. Cafe
Hawelka. P 14.
3078 1645 62c. multicoloured

1649 Horse pulling Railway Wagons

(Des Georg Pucalka)
2011 (1 May). 175 Years of Budweis
(Budejowice)-Linz-Gmunden
Horsedrawn Railway. P 14.
3093 1649 62c. multicoloured

NEW ZEALAND
August 2011
1646 Space Walk

207 MV Professor Multanocskiy

(Des Michael Rosenfeld)

2011 (12 Apr). 50th Anniv of Manned Space
Flight. P 14.
3079 1646 65c. multicoloured

2011 (1 May). 25th Anniv of CARE
(humanitarian organization) Austria.
P 14½×14.
3094 1650 70c. multicoloured

(Litho BDT)

723 Modern
Greenstone He Matau
by Lewis Gardiner

(Des Len Hetet. Litho Southern Colour Print)
2011 (1 June). Matariki. Hei Matau. T 723 and
similar vert designs. Phosphorised paper.

(a) Self-adhesive. Die-cut perf 10×9½.
60c. Type 723
a. Block of 6. Nos. 3297/302
3298
60c. Functional whalebone fish
hook, 1500-1800
3299
$1.20 Inanga greenstone hei matau,
c. 1800
3300
$1.90 Modern hei matau in multiple
materials by Lewis Gardiner
3301
$2.40 Wooden hei matau with bone
barb, c. 1800
3302
$2.90 Symbolic Maui’s hook made
from whalebone, 1750-1850
3297

2011 (12 Apr). Atlantic Odyssey (voyages
to Antarctica). T 207 and similar horiz
designs showing cruise ships. P 14×15.
1017
25p. Type 207
1018
35p. MV Aleksey Maryshev
1019
70p. MV Professor Molchanov
1020
£1.10 MV Plancius
MS1021 100×80 mm. £1.50 As No. 1020
(Litho BDT)
2011 (29 Apr). Royal Wedding. Sheet 118×90
mm containing vert design as T 71 of
British Indian Ocean Territory. W w 18
(sideways). P 14½×14.
MS1022 £3 Prince William and Miss Catherine
Middleton

FOREIGN
AUSTRIA (PT. 2)
July 2011
No. 3073 and Type 1640 are left for
Centenary of FC Austria Vienna, issued on 14
March 2011, not yet received
No. 3074 and Type 1641 are left for
Motobikes, issued on 15 March 2011, not yet
received
No. 3075 and Type 1642 are left for Cars,
issued on 17 March 2011, not yet received

(b) Ordinary paper. P 13½.
MS3303 150×90 mm. As Nos. 3297/3302
Nos. 3297/302 were each issued in separate
sheets of 25, and also in a se-tenant block, No.
3297a.

(Litho BDT)
2011 (29 Apr). Royal Wedding. Sheet 118×90
mm containing vert design as T 71 of
British Indian Ocean Territory. W w 18
(sideways). P 14½×14.
MS1156 £3 Prince William and Miss Catherine
Middleton

G.S.M. September 2011

1651 Antique Bookcase
from Mekhitarist’s Library

(Des Hannes Margreiter)
1647 Roman Structures

(Des Irmgard Paul)
2011 (16 Apr). Lower Austrian Regional
Exhibition
2011.
Conquering,
Discovering, Experiencing in Roman
Province of Carnuntum. P 14.
3080 1647 62c. multicoloured

1648 Ars Electronica
Centre, Linz

(Des Rainer Prohaska. Litho Enschedé)

ST HELENA
June 2011

1650 Smiling Child

(Des Alfred Gugerell. Litho and die-stamped
silver foil Enschedé)

1643 Series 310 Locomotive and
Karl Golsdorf

(Des Ernst Sladek. Litho Enschedé)
2011 (22 Mar). 150th Birth Anniv of Karl
Golsdorf (engineer and designer).
Centenary of Series 310 Locomotive . P
13½×14.
3076 1643 65c. multicoloured

2011 (1 May). Modern Architecture. All
designs black, background colour given.
Self-adhesive. Die-cut perf 13½.
3081
7c. grey-brown
3082
62c. azure
3083
62c. azure
3084
62c. azure (vert)
3085
62c. azure (vert)
3086
70c. chrome yellow
3087
70c. pale yellow
3088
90c. pale lilac
3089
90c. pale lilac
3090
145c. pale turquoise-green
3091
170c. pale buff
3092
340c. pale greenish yellow (vert)

2011 (1 May). Bicentenary of Mekhitarists
(congregation of Benedictine monks of
Armenian Catholic Church founded in
1712 by Mechitar of Sebaste) in Vienna.
P 14½×14.
3095 1651 90c. multicoloured

1652 Graz

(Des Hannes Margreiter)
2011 (13 May). Stamp Day. P 14.
3096 1652 272c. +136c. multicoloured

1653 Church
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July 2011
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(Des Roberta Barbarić)

(Des Ricardo Stuckert )

(Des Mauricio Navarro)

2010 (24 Nov). Tenth Death Anniv of Fr. Slavko
Barbaric. P 14×14½.
C306 C212 1m. multicoloured

2011 (1 Jan). President Luiz Inácio Lula da
Silva. 12½×12.
3661 1840
2r. multicoloured

2010 (12 Nov). Bicentenary Philatelic
Exhibition. P 13½.
2344
875 290p. multicoloured
No. 2344 has an overprint of stars which are
visible when the stamp is tilted

AZERBAIJAN (PT. 10)
July 2011

1841 ‘CAIXA’ and Map
C213 Rocking Horse Tree
Decoration

269 Ulmus densa

(Des Khasay Mirzoyev)

(Des Jelena Marčetić)

2011 (8 Apr). Europa. Forests. T 269 and
similar horiz designs. Multicoloured. P 14.
787
20q. Type 259
788
60q. Platanus orientalis
MS789 109×170 mm. 1m. Parrotia persica

2010 (1 Dec). Christmas and New Year. Type
C213 and similar vert design showing
tree
decorations.
Multicoloured.
P 14×14½.
C307
70f. Type C213
C308
70f. Angel

(Des Hans Donner )
2011 (12 Jan). 150th Anniv of Federal Savings
Bank (CAIXA). P 12×12½.
3662 1841
1st PCC multicoloured

876 Virgin and Child

(Des Nicole Jung Carrere)
2010 (26 Nov). Christmas. P 13½.
2345
876 290p. multicoloured

BRAZIL (PT. 20)
June 2011
1st PCC=Porte Carte Comercial

1842 Father de Moura

(Des Lidia M. Hurovich Neiva Hurovich Neiva)

270 International Space Station

(Des Khasay Mirzoyev)
2011 (12 Apr). 50th Anniv of First Manned
Space Flight. Sheet 80×104 mm
containing T 270 and similar horiz
designs. Multicoloured. P 14.
MS790 20q. Type 270; 50q. Spaceship
Vostok-1 i(n which Yuri Gagarin made first
space flight); 1m. To you mankind (painting
by Tahir Salakhov) (80×28 mm)
No. MS790 is reported to exist imperforate
The 1m. stamp has vertical sides
imperforate

1789a Postman holding
Letter

2009 (20 Mar). Postal Services (1st issue).
T 1789a and similar horiz design.
Multicoloured. Self-adhesive. Die-cut
wavy edge.
3569a
65c. Type 1789a
3569b
1r. Hand holding telegram

2009 (9 Oct). Postal Services (2nd issue).
Multicoloured designs as T 1789a.
Multicoloured. Self-adhesive. Die-cut
wavy edge.
3599
1st PCC Mail bag (inscr ‘MALOTE’)
(vert)
3600
1st PCC Motorcycle delivery (inscr
‘SEDEX’)

(Des Khasay Mirzoyev)
2011 (22 Apr). Birth Centenary of Huseyn
Aliyev (painter). P 14.
791
271 60q. multicoloured

CHILE (PT. 20)

(Des Lídia Hurovich Neiva (65c.) and Mário
Alves de Brito (1r.))

(Des Lídia Hurovich Neiva (3599) and Mário
Alves de Brito (3600))

271 Huseyn Aliyev

2011 (21 Jan). Father Roberto Landell
de Moura (priest and inventor who
demonstrated a radio broadcast
of human voice on June 3, 1900)
Commemoration. P 12.
3663 1842
1st PCC multicoloured

No. 3650 and Type 1835 are left for
Government Printers’ Association Conference,
issued on 20 September 2010, not yet received
No. 3651 and Type 1836 are left for Year of
Biodiversity, issued on 21 September 2010,
not yet received
Nos. 3652/4 and Type 1837 are left for
Christmas, issued on 22 October 2010, not yet
received
Nos. 3654/9 and Type 1838 are left for
Brazil-Zambia diplomatic Relations, issued on
24 October 2010, not yet received

869 La Portada

(Des Mauricio Navarro )
2010 (24 Sept). Bicentenary. Antofagasta.
T 869 and similar horiz designs.
Multicoloured. P 13½.
2330
500p. Type 869
a. Sheetlet. Nos. 2330/5
2331
500p. Fishing terminal
2332
500p. Costanera Avenue
2333
500p. Buildings in historic
neighbourhood
2334
500p. Ruins, Huanchaca
2335
500p. City at night

877 Early Battle (Army Operational
Evolution)

(Des Roberto Sepulveda)
2010 (2 Dec). Bicentanary of Chilean
Army. T 277 and similar horiz designs.
Multicoloured. P 13½.
2346
500p. Type 877
a. Pair. Nos. 2346/7
2347
500p. Modern battle
2348
500p. Chilean soldiers as part of
international force
a. Pair. Nos. 2348/9
2349
500p. Soldiers administering aid to
mothers and children
2350
500p. Soldiers at base
a. Pair. Nos. 2350/1
2351
500p. Diggers travelling on snow
covered road
2352
500p. Soldiers working on railway
a. Pair. Nos. 2352/3
2353
500p. Reconstruction work
Nos. 2346/7, 2348/9, 2350/1 and 2352/3,
respectively, were printed, se-tenant, in
horizontal pairs within sheets of eight stamps,
each pair forming a composite design

CHINESE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC
CHINA (PT. 17)
June 2011

870 Andino con la Fuerza del Sol
Carnival

(Des Roberto Sepulveda)
272 Wheel Lyra

(Des Khasay Mirzoyev and Eugeny
Simonenko )
2011 (25 May). Musical Instruments. T 309
and similar horiz design. Multicoloured.
P 14×14½.
792
50q. Type 272
a. Pair. Nos. 792/3
793
50q. Tar
Nos. 792/3 were printed, se-tenant, in
horizontal and vertical pairs within the sheet.

BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA
CROATIAN POSTS (PT. 3)

1839 Lonchorhina aurita

2010 (30 Sept). Bicentenary. Arica. T 870
and similar horiz design. Multicoloured.
P 13½.
2336
420p. Type 870
2337
420p. Morro de Arica historic
monument

(Des Marcéllo Medeiros)
2010 (30 Oct). Bats. T 1839 and similar bat
shaped designs. Multicoloured. Selfadhesive. Die-cut.
3660
2r. Type 1839
3661
2r. Artibeus gnomus
3662
2r. Platyrrhinus helleri
3663
2r. Lonchophylla dekeyseri
Nos. 3660/3 were die-cut around the design
in the shape of a bat

June 2011

No. 2338 and Type 871 are left for America,
Patriotic symbols, issued on 12 October 2010,
not yet received
Nos. 2339 and Type 872 are left for
Universal forum of Culture-Valparaiso , issued
on 19 October 2010, not yet received
Nos. 2340/1 and Type 873 are left for
Independence, issued on 28 October 2010,
not yet received
Nos. 2342/3 and Type 874 are left for
BicentenaryClock, issued on 29 October 2010,
not yet received

1346 General Yuchi
Jingde

(Des Wang Huming. Litho Shengyang Postage
Stamp Printing Works)
2011 (10 Jan). Fengxiang New Year
Woodprints. T 1346 and similar vert
designs. Multicoloured. P 13½ (with one
elliptical hole on each vert side).

5513
5514
5515
5516

(a) Ordinary paper.
1y.20 Type 1346
a. Block of 4. Nos. 5512/15
1y.20 Fortune Boy
1y.20 Beauties
1y.20 Fortune Flower Vase

(b) Silk surfaced paper.
1y.20 As Type 1346
a. Block of 4. Nos. 5516/19
5518
1y.20 As No. 5513
5519
1y.20 As No. 5514
5520
1y.20 As No. 5515
Nos. 5513/16 and 5517/20, respectively,
were printed, se-tenant, in blocks of four
stamps within sheets of eight, the blocks
separated from each other by an enlarged
gutter
5517

C212 Slavko Barbaric

G.S.M. September 2011

1840 Pres. Lula

875 Flag
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(Des Hannes Margreiter)
2011 (20 May). Churches. Pöllauberg
Pilgrimage Church. P 14.
3097 1653 62c. multicoloured

STANLEY GIBBONS CATALOGUE SUPPLEMENT September 2011

1347 Chen Yannian

(Des Li Chen. Photo Henan Postage Stamp
Printing Works)
2011 (21 Feb). Early Leaders of Chinese
Communist Party. T 1347 and similar
vert designs. Each black and brown. P
13½ (with one elliptical hole on each
vert side).
5521
1y.20 Type 1347
5522
1y.20 Zhang Tailei
5523
1y.20 Luo Yinong
5524
1y.20 Yun Daiyung
5525
1y.20 Xiang Ying

(Des Fang Jun and Meng Qingchen. Litho
Henan Postage Stamp Printing House)
2011 (17 Apr). Chinese Aviation. T 1351 and
similar horiz designs. Multicoloured. P
13 (with one elliptical hole on each vert
side).
5538
1y.20 Type 1351
5539
1y.20 JH-7 fighter-bomber
5540
1y.20 AC313 helicopter

1356 Gold-thread Coiling
Dragon

(Des Li Qun. Photo Beijing Postage Stamp
Printing House)
2011 (10 May). Yun Jin (Cloud Brocade). T 1356
and similar vert designs. Multicoloured. P
13½×13.
5549
1y.20 Type 1356
5550
1y.20 First-rank Civil Official Crane
Insignia
5551
1y.20 Double Happiness
MS5552 170×102 mm. Nos. 5549/51

998 Institute Building Façade

(Des Camilo Restrepo Quiñones)
2010 (20 Oct). Centenary of Institute of Fine
Arts. P 14.
2690
998 4400p. multicoloured

1352 Open Book, Globe and Keys

(Des Hao Ou. Litho Liaoning Postage Stamp
Printing House)
2011 (23 Apr). World Reading Day. P 13 (with
one elliptical hole on each vert side).
5538 1352 1y.20 multicoloured

COLOMBIA (PT. 20)
June 2011

1348 Jade-cong

(Des Xia Jingqiu. Photo Beijing Postage
Stamp Printing Works)
2011 (8 Mar). Liangzhu Jade. T 1348 and
similar vert design. Multicoloured. P 13½.
5526
1y.20 Type 1348
5527
1y.20 Jade-bi

984 Mercedes Abrego
1353 Entrance

(Des He Jie. Litho Henan Postage Stamp
Printing House)
2011 (24 Apr). Centenary of Tsinghua
University. P 13 (with one elliptical hole
on each vert side).
5542 1353 1y.20 multicoloured

1349 Lotus Painter, Wang
Mian

(Des Gaoyun Shenning. Photo Henan Postage
Stamp Printing House)
2011 (21 Mar). The Scholars (Classical Literary
Work). T 1349 and similar vert designs.
Multicoloured. P 13½ (with one elliptical
hole on each vert side).
5528
80f. Type 1349
5529
1y.20 ‘Fanjin Passing the Imperial
Exam’
5530
1y.20 ‘Two Lamp Wicks’
5531
1y.20 ‘Mr Ma Er Tours West Lake’
5532
1y.20 ‘Mr and Mrs Du Shaoqing’
5533
1y.20 ‘Shen Qunzhi Selling Writings
by Sheli’

1354 Expo Emblem

(Des Chen Shaohua. Photo Beijing Postage
Stamp Printing House)
2011 (28 Apr). International Horticultural
Expo-2011, Xian. T 1354 and similar vert
designs. Multicoloured. P 13½ (with one
elliptical hole on each vert side).
5543
1y.20 Type 1354
5544
3y. Chang’an Flower (expo
mascot)

(Des Camilo Restrepo Quiñones)
2010 (28 Jan). Personalities. T 984 and similar
horiz designs. P 14.
2636 4000p. black, yellow-olive and lilac
a. Sheet. Nos. 2636/45b
2637 4000p. black, olive-yellow and
chestnut
2638 4000p. black, bright purple and
olive-grey
2639 4000p. black, pale orange and reddish
lilac
2640 4000p. black, yellow and reddish lilac
2641 4000p. black, pale grey-blue and lilac
2642 4000p. black, yellow-olive and lilac
2643 4000p. black, olive-yellow and
chestnut
2644 4000p. black, bright purple and
olive-grey
2645 4000p. black, pale orange and reddish
lilac
2645a 4000p. black, yellow and reddish lilac
2645b 4000p. black, pale grey-blue and lilac
Designs:-Type 984; Gerardo Molina; Virginia
Gutiérrez; Maria Mercedes Carranza; Gonzalo
Arango; Adolfo Mejía; General Benjamin
Herrera; César Uribe Piedrahíta; Emilio
Robledo; Luis Duque Gómez; Enrique A.
Becerra; Hugo Escobar Sierra
Nos. 2636/45b were printed, se-tenant, in
sheets of 12 stamps

1000 Map of Department

(Des Camilo Restrepo Quiñones)

No. 2688 and Type 996 are left for
Bicentenary of College, issued on 27 August
2010, not yet received

(Des Wang Huming. Photo Henan Postage
Stamp Printing House)

G.S.M. September 2011

2010 (9 Nov). Centenary of Valle del Cauca
Department. T 1000 and similar vert
designs. Multicoloured. P 14.
2704 4000p. Type 1000
a. Sheet. Nos. 2704/9
2705 4000p. Sula granti
2706 4000p. Overo Chapel
2707 4000p. La Farallones Park, Rio Pance
2708 4000p. Vase
2709 4000p. Sonso Lake, Buga

CROATIA (PT. 3)

1350 Pingfu Tie by Lu Ji (Jin
Dynasty)

2011 (15 Apr). Calligraphy. T 1350 and similar
vert designs. Multicoloured. P 13×13½
(with one elliptical hole on each vert
side).
5534
1y.20 Type 1350
5535
1y.20 Chuyue Tie by Wang Xizhi (Jin)
5536
1y.20 Gushi Si Tie by Zhangxu (Tang
Dynasty)
5537
1y.20 Zixu Tie by Huaisu (Tang
Dynasty)

999 Cartagena, 13 August 1810 (Ogilby)

2010 (22 Oct). Bicentenary of Independence.
Places of Proclamation. T 999 and
similar horiz designs showing paintings
of places and dates of proclamations.
Multicoloured. P 14.
2692 2000p. Type 999
a. Sheet. Nos. 2692/703
2693 2000p. Mompox, 11 October 1810 (E.
W. Mark)
2694 2000p. Pamplona, 31 July 1810 (J.
Parra)
2695 2000p. Socorro, 10 July 1810 (J.
Brown)
2696 2000p. Santa Marta, 10 August 1810
(E. W. Mark)
2697 2000p. Chocó, 1 September 1810 (E.
W. Mark)
2698 2000p. Popayán, 11 August 1810
(illustration from periodical)
2699 2000p. Cali, 1 February 1811 (M. C.
Saffray)
2700 2000p. Tunja, 31 July 1810 (G.
Martinez)
2701 2000p. Santafé de Bogata, 20 July
1810 (J. Aparicion Morata)
2702 2000p. Santafé de Antioquia, 22
September 1810 (anonymous)
2703 2000p. Pore, 26 November 1810 (L.
Prada Castillo)
Nos. 2692/703 were printed, se-tenant, in
sheets of 12 stamps

August 2011
1355 Games Emblem

(Des Xiao Yong. Litho Beijing Postage Stamp
Printing House)
2011 (4 May). Universiade-2011, Shenzhen . T
1355 and similar multicoloured designs.
P 13×13½ (size 50×30 mm) or 13½
(others) .
5545
1y.20 Type 1355 (50×30 mm)
5546
1y.20 UU (Games mascot)
5547
1y.20 Shenzhen Universiade Sports
Centre (50×30 mm)
5548
3y. ‘Start Here’

997 Flag

(Des Camilo Restrepo Quiñones)
2010 (12 Oct). America. Patriotic Symbols.
T 997 and similar horiz design.
Multicoloured. P 14.
2689 2100p. Type 997
2690 2100p. Arms

397a Rijeka
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(Des Hrvoje Šercar)
2005 (10 Nov). Towns. P 14×14½.
823a 397a 3k.50 violet, scarlet vermilion
and black

522 Grigor Vitez
(children’s poet, writer
and educator)
385c

(Des Sabina Rešić)
2011 (22 Apr). Personalities. T 522 and similar
vert designs. Multicoloured. P 14.
1067
1k.60 Type 522
1068
1k.60 August Harambašić (poet and
politician)
1069
1k.60 Jagoda Truhelka (writer)
518 Jesus is
Condemned to Death

(Des Karel Zeman . Eng Jaroslav Tvrdoň .
Recess*)
2011 (27 May). 160th Birth Anniv of Johann
Gerstner (violinist). Sheet 80×120 mm .
P 12.
MS653c 385c 34k. multicoloured
A stamp of a similar design was issued by
Slovenia

(Des Orsat Franković and Ivana Vučić)
2011 (23 Mar). Easter. Stations of the Cross
by Zlatan Vrkljan. T 518 and similar
vert designs showing details from the
painting. P 14×14½.
1050
3k.10 Type 518
a. Booklet pane. Nos. 1050/63
1051
3k.10 Jesus is given his cross
1052
3k.10 Jesus falls the first time
1053
3k.10 Jesus meets His Mother
1054
3k.10 Simon of Cyrene carries the
cross
1055
3k.10 Veronica wipes the face of
Jesus
1056
3k.10 Jesus falls the second time
1057
3k.10 Jesus meets the daughters of
Jerusalem
1058
3k.10 Jesus falls the third time
1059
3k.10 Jesus is stripped of His
garments
1060
3k.10 Crucifixion: Jesus is nailed to
the cross
1061
3k.10 Jesus dies on the cross
1062
3k.10 Jesus’ body is removed from
the cross
1063
3k.10 Jesus is laid in the tomb and
covered in incense.
Nos. 1050/63 were printed, se-tenant, in a
pane of 14 (7×2) stamps, each pane forming
a composite design of the painting

611 Excerpt
from Supreme
Court Decree of
1661

(Des Rasmus Koch Studio . Eng Bertil Skov
Jørgensen. Recess and litho)
2011 (23 Mar). 350th Anniv of Supreme
Court. T 611 and similar vert design.
Multicoloured.
523 Atrium

(Des Lana Cavar)
2011 (29 Apr). 150th Anniv of Academy of
Sciences and Arts. P 14.
1070
523 9k.50 multicoloured

389 Hamster and
Young

(Des Libuše and Jaromír Knotkovi)
2011 (15 June). Young Animals. European
Hamster (Cricetus cricetus). P 11½×12.
657
389 10k. multicoloured

(a) Sheet stamps. Self-adhesive. Die-cut perf
13½.
6k. Type 611
8k. Judges outside Supreme Court

1624
1625

(b) Miniature sheet. Ordinary gum. P 13½×13.
MS1626 150×70 mm. As Nos. 1624/5

612 Man’s Torso and
Caravan Window

(Des Marie Sølyst. Litho)

524 Forest (Josip Zanki)
390 Floral Display

(Des Robert Rebernak)
519 Pope Benedict XVI

(Des Ariana Noršić)
2011 (4 Apr). Visit of Pope Benedict XVI to
Croatia. P 14.
1064
519 3k.10 multicoloured

2011 (5 May). Europa. Forests. T 524 and
similar vert design. Multicoloured. P 14.
1071
7k.10 Type 524
a. Pair. Nos. 1071/2
1072
7k.10 Forest (Lovro Artuković)
Nos. 1071/2 were printed, se-tenant, in
horizontal pairs within the sheet

(Des Vlasta Matoušová and Miloš Ondráček)
2011
(15
June).
European
Florists
Championship Europa Cup 2011. P 11½.
658
390 25k. multicoloured

DENMARK (PT. 11)
June 2010

CZECH REPUBLIC (PT. 5)
August 2011

2011 (23 Mar). Camping. T 612 and similar
vert design. Multicoloured. Self-adhesive.
Die-cut perf 13½×14.
1627
6k. Type 612
a. Booklet pane. No. 1627×12
1628
8k. Gnome and caravan door
a. Booklet pane. No. 1628×12
Nos. 1627/8, respectively, were issued in
booklets of 12 stamps with the surplus paper
around the stamps removed

Add to Nos. 1307a etc Arms:
1317 73 30k. chestnut (24.3.2010)
Add to Nos. 1421a etc Centenary of Wavy
Line:
1424a 553 300ö. deep reddish lilac
(24.3.2010)
1424b 553 300ö. pale orange (24.3.2010)

520 Elhawi Star (cargo ship)

(Des Ante Rašić and Danijel Frka)
2011 (14 Apr). Sunken Ships of Adriatic (Alpe
Adria). Sheet 114×72 mm. P 14.
MS1065 520 10k. multicoloured
385a

(Des Anna Khunová. Eng Bohumil Šneider.
Recess*)
2011 (25 May). Flowers. P 12×11½.
653a 385a
2k. multicoloured

597 70th Birthday
Portrait of Queen
Margrethe II

(Des Jonas Hecksher and Jens Kajus (e-Types).
Eng Martin Mörck. Recess and litho)

521 Fourth
Exhibition of New
Tendencies Poster

(Des Orsat Franković and Ivana Vučić)
2011 (15 Apr). 50th Anniv of New Tendencies
(art initiative and exhibition). Sheet
65×113 mm. P 14.
MS1066 521 10k. black and silver

G.S.M. September 2011

385b

(Des Jan Kavan. Eng Bohumil Šneider.
Recess*)
2011 (25 May). Folk Architecture. P 12.
653b
Z (21k.) grey, emerald and black

2010 (10 Feb). Queen Margrethe II. Selfadhesive. Die-cut perf 13½.
1581
597 5k.50 bright red and black
1581a
6k. bright deep turquoisegreen and black
1582
6k.50 bright deep turquoisegreen and black
1582a
8k. bright red and black
1583
8k.50 deep bright apple green
and black
1583a
9k. deep bright apple green
and black
1584
9k.50 dull ultramarine and
black
1585
11k. deep ultramarine and
black

613 Untitled (for Karl Pichert) (Claus
Carstensen)

2011 (23 Mar). Art on Stamps. T 613 and
similar design. Self-adhesive. Die-cut
perf 13½.
1629
8k. black and grey
1630
13k. multicoloured
Designs:-8k. Type 613; 13k. I wonder how you
would like this place (Lise Harlev)
Nos. 1624/5 were issued in sheets with the
surplus paper around the stamps removed
STAMP BOOKLETS
2011 (23 Mar). Camping.
SB293
72k. One pane No. 1627×12
2011 (23 Mar). Camping.
SB294
96k. One pane No. 1628×12
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Nos. 1581/4 were issued in sheets of 77
stamps with the surplus paper around the
stamps removed
Nos. 1581/4, each×2, were also available
in self-adhesive sheets of eight stamps,
four photogravure portraits and two recess
portraits of Queen Margrethe II, which were
on sale for 99k.
Numbers have been left for additions to
this series.

Nos. 2704/9 were printed, se-tenant, in
sheets of six stamps

STANLEY GIBBONS CATALOGUE SUPPLEMENT September 2011

a. Strip of 5. Nos. 3169/73
75c. Libertad, Argentina and daisy
knot
3171
75c. Sagres, Portugal and loop knot
3172
75c. Capitán Miranda, Uruguay
3173
75c. Europa, Netherlands and
reef knot
3174
75c. Esmeralda, Chile and
fisherman’s loop knot
a. Strip of 5, Nos. 3174/8
3175
75c. Gloria, Colombia and multiple
overhand knot
3176
75c. Simón Bolivar, Venezuela and
Franciscan knot
3177
75c. Cuauhtémoc, Mexico and
fisherman’s knot
3178
75c. Juan Sebastián Elcano, Spain
and weaver’s knot
3179
$1 Training vessel Guayas,
Ecuador and square knot
(55×35 mm)
Nos. 3169/73 and 3174/8 were printed,
se-tenant, in horizontal strips of five stamps
within the sheet, each strip forming a
composite design
3170

780 Pereskia
quisqueyana (inscr
‘Pereskia quisqyeyana’)

770 1883 2f. on 5c., 3f.75 on 75c.
and 5f. on 1p. Surcharged Stamps

2010 (19 Oct). Stamp Day. P 13½.
2366
770 15p. multicoloured

774 Building Façade

2011 (29 Mar). Flowers. T 780 and similar vert
designs. Multicoloured. P 13½.
2379
10p. Type 780
a. Block of 4. Nos. 2378/81
2380
10p. Cereus hexagonus
2381
10p. Catalpa longissima
2382
10p. Tolumnia variegata
Nos. 2378/81 were printed, se-tenant, in
blocks of four stamps within the sheet

1039 Soldier, Woman,
Man and Child

2010 (2 Aug). Bicentenary of the Massacre
of August 2nd. Sheet 100×70 mm
containing T 1039 and similar vert
design.
Multicoloured.
W
364a.
P 13×13½.
MS3189 £2×2, Type 1039; Soldier holding
rifle and man on floor

ECUADOR (PT. 20)
June 2010

2010 (14 Dec). 75th Anniv of National Archive,
Santa Domingo. P 13½.
2366
774 20p. multicoloured

1031 Early Ambulance and
‘AYUDA’

775 Historic Buildings (image scaled to 43% of
original size)

2010 (16 Dec). Santa Domingo-American
Capital of Culture. Sheet 95×56 mm.
Imperf.
MS2367 775 26p. multicoloured

2010 (18 Mar). Centenary of Ecuadorian Red
Cross. T 1031 and similar horiz designs.
Multicoloured. W 430a. P 13½×13.
3156
50c. Type 1031
3157
50c. Modern ambulance and
‘CUIDA’
3158
50c. Modern safety hat and ‘SALVA’
3159
50c. Early safety hat and ‘VIDA’

1040 Woman rubbing Dye into
Child’s Hair, Santo Domingo de
los Tsachilas
1035 Buena y Bella Manuela (Manuela Saenz
painted by Salome Lalama)

(Litho and embossed)
2010 (25 May). Doña Manuela Saenz
(revolutionary hero) Commemoration.
Sheet 64×48 mm. W 364a. Imperf.
MS3180 1035 $3 multicoloured

2010 (30 Sept). Regions. T 1040 and similar
horiz designs. Multicoloured. W 364a.
P 13½×13.
3190
25c. Type 1040
3191
$1.25 Half the World monument,
Pichincha
3192
$2 Playa los Frailes, Manabi
3193
$3 Harpia harpyja (harpy eagle)

1036 Lion, Player Outline and
Football
776 Puerta de la Misericordia

2011 (21 Feb). Day of Patriotism. T 776 and
similar horiz design. P 13½.
2368
10p. ultramarine and black
a. Pair. Nos. 2368/9
2369
10p. scarlet-vermilion and black
MS2370 89×70 mm. 20p. As No. 2368/9×2
Designs:-2368 Type 776; 2369 Puerta del
Conde
Nos. 2368/71 were printed, se-tenant, in
blocks of four stamps within the sheet

1032 Tachycineta albiventer

2010 (6 Apr). Birds. T 1032 and similar
multicoloured designs. P 13½.
3160
25c. Type 1032
3161
25c. Momotus momota
3162
25c. Semnomis ramphstinus
3163
25c. Aulacorhynchus haematopygus
MS3164 100×70 mm Horiz. $1.50×2,
Ramphocelus carbo; Tangara vitrolina

2010 (9 June). World Cup Football
Championships, South Africa. T 1036
and similar horiz designs. Multicoloured.
W 364a. P 13½×13 ($1) or imperf (other).
3181
$1 Type 1036
3182
$1 Elephant
3183
$1 Zebra
MS3184 120×180 mm. $5 Zakumi (45×36
mm) (championship mascot)
No. MS3184 was printed so that, by the
use of special spectacles, it appears as a 3-D
image.

1033 Virgin Mary (statue), Swan
Virgin Shrine, Loja

777 Rainbow and
Conifer Branch

2011 (3 Mar). Sur Futuro Foundation. T 777
and similar vert design. Multicoloured.
P 13½.
2371
15p. Type 777
2372
20p. Lake

2010 (12 Apr). Regions. T 1033 and similar
horiz designs. Multicoloured. W 430a.
P 13½×13.
3165
$1 Type 1033
3166
$1.75 Simon Bolivar and José San
Martin monument, Guayas
3167
$2 Leopardus paradalis (ocelot)
3168
$5 Cotopaxl volcano, Cotopaxl

Nos. 2373/6 and Type 778 are left for Caves,
issued on 7 March 2011, not yet received

779 ‘100’

2011 (18 Mar). Centenary of UPAEP. T 779
and similar horiz design. Multicoloured.
P 13½.
2376
20p. Type 779
2377
26p. Map and doves carrying
envelopes

G.S.M. September 2011

1037 Atelopus ignescens

2010 (1 July). 150th Anniv of Tungurahua.
T 1037 and similar horiz designs.
Multicoloured. W 364a. P 13½×13.
3185
25c. Type 1037
a. Strip of 3. Nos. 3185/7
3186
25c. Volcano, Family Park
3187
25c. Museum, building
Nos. 3185/7 were printed, se-tenant, in
horizontal strips of three stamps, each strip
forming a composite design

1041 Hands enclosing Partial
Emblem

2010 (7 Oct). 50th Anniv of Citibank. W 364a.
P 13½×13.
3194 1041
$1 multicoloured

1042 Symbols of Identity

2010 (29 Oct). Civil Registrations. W 364a.
P 12.
3195 1042 50c. multicoloured

1034 Cisne Branco,
Brazil and ‘chip knot’

2010 (7 May). Sails of South America 2010 .
T 1034
and similar multicoloured
designs, showing participating ships and
knots. Multicoloured. W 364a. P 13×13½
(vert) or 12 (horiz).
3169
75c. Type 1034

1038 Las Floristas (Camilo Egas) (image scaled
to 75% of original size)

2010 (21 July). Fight against Illicit Traffic of
National Heritage. W 364a. P 12.
3188 1038 $1.25 multicoloured

1043 Emblem

2010 (Oct). 50th Anniv of OPEC. W 364a. P 12.
3196 1043 50c. multicoloured
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June 2011
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Nos. 4921/31 are left for stamps not yet
receive
dNo. 4932 and Type 1890 are for Tristan
Corbière, issued on 7 March 2011, not yet
received
No3. 4933/44 and Type 1891 are for Miss
Tic, issued on 9 March 2011, not yet received

4957

(58c.) Arches, Notre Dame Cathedral,
Bayeux
4958
(58c.) External view of clerestory,
Notre Dame Cathedral, Rouen
4959
(58c.) Lower level, Sainte-Chapelle,
Paris
4960
(58c.) Basilica of Saint Denis
Nos. 4954/6 were also issued in sheets

419 Kebede Michael

(Des Boggale Belachew)
348 Paeonia lactiflora

(Des Ulle Marks and Juri Kass)
2011 (24 Mar). Flowers. Peony. P 13.
644
348 58c. multicoloured

2010 (6 Aug). Ethiopian Writers. Type 419 and
similar vert designs. Multicoloured. P 14.
1986
1b. Type 419
1987
1b. Haddis Alemayehu
1988
1b. Sindu Gebru
1989
1b. Tsegaye Gebremedhin

1897 Labrador
1892 Plongée

2011 (21 Mar). Art. Jean Bazaine. Selfadhesive. Die-cut perf 11½.
4945 1892 87c. multicoloured

(Des André Boos)
2011 (3 May). Dogs. T 1897 and similar
multicoloured designs. P 13½.
4961
58c. Type 1897
MS4962 160×110 mm 58c. Type 1897; 58c.
German shepherd (vert); 75c. Poodle; 95c.
Yorkshire terrier (vert)

420 Early and Modern
Ambulances

(Des Boggale Belachew)

349 Couple, Rapla

(Des Mari Kaarma)
2011 (14 Apr). Folk Costumes. Harju
County. T 349 and similar vert design.
Multicoloured. P 14.
645
35c. Type 349
646
58c. Girl and married woman,
Joelahtme

2010 (12 Oct). 75th Anniv of Ethiopian Red
Cross Association. T 420 and similar
multicoloured designs. P 14.
1990
45c. Type 420
1991
55c. Blood bags
1992
1b. Anniversary emblem
1993
2b. Red Cross building

FRANCE (PT. 6)
June 2011

1898 Carloman II of France
1893 Le Bouddha

(Des Bruno Ghiringhelli)
2011 (5 Apr). Art. Odilon Redon. P 13½.
4946 1893 €1.40 multicoloured

(Des Elsa Catelin. Eng Elsa Catelin. Recess)
2011 (7 May). 800th Anniv of Reims Cathedral.
Sheet 130×85 mm containing T 1898 and
similar circular design showing stained
glass windows. Multicoloured. P 13½.
MS4963 58c. Type 1898; 87c. Stained glass
window

1883a Tram Train

350 Hirundo rustica (barn swallow)

(Des Vladimir Taiger)
2011 (21 Apr). Barn Swallow (Hirundo rustica).
P 13.
647
350 35c. multicoloured

(Des Claude Jumelet. Eng Claude Jumelet.
Recess and photo)
2011 (10 Jan). Tram-Train, Mulhouse-Thur
Valley. Two phosphor bands. P 13½.
4899a 1883a 58c. multicoloured

1894 Bridge from Below

(Des Line Filhon. Eng Line Filhon. Recess and
photo)
2011 (11 Apr). Pont en Bois de Crest, Drome.
Two phosphor bands. P 13½.
4947 1894 58c. multicoloured

1899 Leaves, Squirrel, Fungi and
Woodpecker

(Des Christian Broutin)
2011 (9 May). Europa. Forests. Two phosphor
bands.
4964
4965

(a) Ordinary gum. P 13½.
1899 75c. multicoloured
(b) Self-adhesive. Die-cut perf 11½.
1899 75c. multicoloureed

1895 Riverside
1886 Marie Curie

(Des Martin Mörck. Eng Martin Mörck. Recess)
351 Elk

(Des Vladimir Taiger)
2011 (28 Apr). Europa. Forests. T 351 and
similar horiz design. Multicoloured. P 13.
648
58c. Type 351b
649
58c. Stacked wood

2011 (28 Jan). International Year of Chemistry.
Two phosphor bands. P 13½.
4915 1886
87c blue-black and chestnut

(Des Pierre Albuisson. Eng Pierre Albuisson.
Recess)

1896 Statues, Saint Etienne
Cathedral, Sens
1889 Leaf suspended from Cliff

(Des Salvi (4918, 4927), Houdart (4919),
Galeron (4920, 4925, 4930), Guénot (4923),
Maupin (4924), Duhême (4926), Dubreuil
(4928), Jarrie (4929), Vial (4931), Yves Beaujard
(4933) and Bara (MS4934). Eng Yves Beaujard
(4933). Litho (4918/32), recess (4933) or recess
and litho (MS4934))

G.S.M. September 2011

1900 St-Lazare Cathedral, Temple of Janus and
Statues of Urseline Nuns (image scaled to 68%
of original size)

2011 (16 May). Autun, Saône-et-Loire. Two
phosphor bands. P 13½.
4966 1900 58c. mullticoloured

ETHIOPIA (PT. 12)

416 Miazia 27 Monument

2011 (11 Apr). Angers, Maine-et-Loire. Two
phosphor bands.
4948 1895 58c. multicoloured

Re-list headings and add to Nos. 4918 etc

November 2010

2009 (17 Sept). Addis Ababa City Monuments.
T 416 and similar multicoloured designs.
P 14.
1976
45c. Type 416
1977
55c. Yekatit 12
1978
3b. Abune Petros (statue) (Bishop)
(horiz)

(Des André Lavergne. Eng André Lavergne.
Recess and photo)

2011 (28 Feb). Stamp Day. Environment.
T 1889 and similar multicoloured
designs. Two phosphor bands (4918/33) .
Re-list headings and add to Nos. 4918 etc
Sheet stamps. No value expressed. Selfadhesive. Die-cut perf 11½.
4918
(58c.) Type 1889
4920
(58c.) Hands holding young tree
4949
(58c.) Symbols of plant life emerging
from globe

2011 (18 Apr). Gothic Art. Booklet Stamps.
T 1896 and similar horiz designs.
Multicoloured.
Self-adhesive.
Two
phosphor bands. Die-cut perf 11½.
4949
(58c.) Type 1896
4950
(58c.) Stained glass window, Notre
Dame Cathedral, Chartres
4951
(58c.) Circular window, Notre Dame
Cathedral, Laon
4952
(58c.) Ribbed vault, Saint Etienne
Cathedral, Metz
4953
(58c.) Internal view of clerestory,
Saint-Pierre Cathedral,
Beauvais
4954
(58c.) Stained glass, Saint Etienne
Cathedral, Bourges
4955
(58c.) Circular stained glass window,
Notre Dame Cathedral,
Strasbourg
4956
(58c.) Corbels, Notre Dame, Amiens

1901 Claude Bourgelat (founder)

(Des Sophie Beaujard. Eng Yves Beaujard.
Recess)
2011 (16 May). 250th Anniversary of First
Veterinary School, Lyon. Two phosphor
bands. P 13½.
4967
4968

(a) Ordinary gum. P 13½.
1901 58c. indigo
(b) Self-adhesive. Die-cut perf 11½.
1901 58c. indigo
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GERMANY (PT. 7)

(Des Aurélie Baras. Litho Cartor)

(Des Thomas Serres. Litho Bagel SecurityPrint, Mönchengladbach)

2010 (3 Nov). International Year
Biodiversity. P 13.
1526
573 110f. multicoloured

2011 (5 May). 150th Anniv of WallraffRichartz-Museum. P 14.
3718 1727 85c. multicoloured

of

June 2011
(Des Johannes Graf. Litho Bagel SecurityPrint, Mönchengladbach)

252 Flowers and Fruit, Greenland
Mountain Ash (Sorbus
Groenlandica)

2011 (3 Feb). Post. Greeting Stamps (4th issue).
Horiz designs as T 1686. Multicoloured.
Self-adhesive. Die-cut perf 10.
3705
55c. As No. 3646
3706
55c. As No. 3647

(Des Nina Spore Kreutzmann. Litho)
1728 Chamber of Commerce Offices
in Germany and DIHK Emblem

(Des Nadine Nill. Litho Giesecke & Devrient
GmbH, Security Printing, Leipzig)
2011 (5 May). 150th Anniv of Industry
and Commerce Organization (DIHK).
P 13½×14.
3719 1728 145c. multicoloured

2011 (17 Jan). Herbs. T 252 and similar horiz
design. Multicoloured. P 13½.
633
13k.50 Type 252
634
25k. Cranberries (Vaccinium vitis)
674 Santa’s Sleigh drawn by
Seahorses

ICELAND (PT. 11)
August 2011

1721 Main Hall and Great Hall
Pagodas, Old City, Nara Yakushi-ji

(Des Jean-Jacques Mahuteau)
2010 (3 Nov). Christmas. P 13.
1527
674 110f. multicoloured
No. 1528 and Type 675 are left for Arrival of
TNT not yet received

(Des Dieter Ziegenfeuter. Litho Bagel
Security-Print, Mönchengladbach)
2011 (3 Feb). World Heritage Sites. T 1721
and similar horiz design. Multicoloured.
P 13½×14.
3702
3703

(a) Ordinary gum.
55c. Type 1721
75c. Regensburg Cathedral

3703a

(b) Self-adhesive.
75c. As No. 3703 (3.3.11)

1729 Reich Insurance Code

(Des Andreas Ahrens)
2011 (5 May). Centenary of Insurance Code
(Reich Insurance Code (RVO)). P 13½×14.
3720 1729 205c. scarlet-vermilion, silver
and black

GREENLAND (PT. 11)
January 2011

1722a Droplets on Leaf (water)

Nos. 3709/10 and Type 1723 are left for
Houses, issued on 7 April 2011, not yet
received
Nos. 3711/14 and Type 1724 are left for
Sport, issued on 7 April 2011, not yet received
No. 3715 is left for National Park, issued on 7
April 2011, not yet received

(Des Borgar Hjörleifur Árnason. Litho Lowe
Martin Group)
2011 (17 June). Birth Bicentenary of President
Jón Sigurðsson. T 523 and similar
vert design showing portraits of Jón
Sigurðsson. Each black and bistre. P 13.
1323
50g. (75k.) Type 523
1324 1000k. As older man
MS1325 100×75 mm.50g. (75k.) as Type 252;
1000k. As No. 1324

(Des John Graf. Litho Giesecke & Devrient
GmbH, Security Printing, Leipzig)
2011 (3 Mar). Post. The Four Elements. T 1722a
and similar horiz designs. Multicoloured.
P 13½×14.
3705
55c. Type 1722a
3706
55c. Dunes (earth)
3707
55c. Erupting volcano (fire)
3708
55c. Clouds (air)

523 President Jón
Sigurðsson

248 Kayak Post

(Des Anne-Birthe Hove. Litho)
2011 (17 Jan). Communications in Greenland.
T 249
and similar horiz designs.
Multicoloured. P 13½.
624
2k. Type 249
625
7k.50 Page from first edition of
Atuagagdliutit newspaper
(150th anniv)
626
46k.50 Route of Greenland Connect
submarine
MS627 140×80 mm Nos. 624/6

NEW CALEDONIA (PT. 6)
June 2011

(Des Jean-Richard Lisiak)

NICARAGUA (PT. 15)
April 2010

2009 (9 Oct). 22th Anniv of Caribbean Coast of
Nicaragua Autonomy. T 658 and similar
multicoloured designs. P 10½.
4151 6cor.50 Type 658
4152
10cor. Mayagnas and map
4153
14cor. Garifuna people (vert)
4154
60cor. Dancers

250 Emblem

1725 Light through Tree Trunks

(Des Hans Peter Hoch and Andreas Hoch)

(Des Jean-Jacques Mahuteau)
2011 (2 Feb). Chinese New Year. Year of the
Rabbit. P 13.
1529
676 110f. multicoloured

599 Creole Children
671 Wrasse and UNESCO Emblem

2010 (3 Nov). World Heritage Site. Great
Northern Lagoon. P 13.
1524
671
75f. multicoloured

2011 (5 May). Europa. Forests. P 13½×14.
3716 1725 55c. multicoloured

676 Hare and Chinese Symbols

(Des Ivalo Abelsen. Litho)
2011 (17 Jan). 15th Anniv of KIMIK (artist
association). P 13½.
628
250 7k.50 +50ö multicoloured
No. 628 was printed both in large sheets
and in small sheets of four stamps with
enlarged illustrated margins
The premium was for the benefit of local
artists

672 Symbols of New Caledonia on Display

(Des Jean-Paul Veret Lemarinier)
2010 (3 Nov). Culture. House of New
Caledonia, 4 rue Ventadour, Paris. P 13.
1525
672 110f. multicoloured

1726 Benz Patent-Motorwagen and
Patent Details

599 Assembly Building

2010 (Jan). 25th Anniv of National Assembly.
P 10½.
4155
659 60cor. multicoloured

(Des Kym Erdmann. Litho Bagel SecurityPrint, Mönchengladbach)
2011 (5 May). 125th Anniv of First Automobile.
P 13½.
3717 1726 55c. multicoloured

251 Mountain
Birch in Snow

(Des Bodil ’Buuti’ Pedersen. Litho)
2011 (17 Jan). Europa. Forests. T 251 and
similar vert design. Multicoloured.
629
630

1727 External and Interior
of Museum

G.S.M. September 2011

(a) Sheet stamps. Ordinary gum. P 13.
9k. Type 651
10k. Scots pine tree

(b) Booklet stamps. Self-adhesive. Die-cut
perf 13½.
631
9k. As Type 651
632
10k. As No. 630

599 First Polymer Banknotes
(2007)

673 Symbols of
Biodiversity erupting
from Globe

2010 (6 Jan). 50th Anniv of Central Bank. T 660
and similar horiz design. Multicoloured.
P 10½.
4156 15cor. Type 606
4157 15cor. Bank emblem and ‘50’

183

NEW ISSUES – STANLEY GIBBONS CATALOGUE SUPPLEMENT

COMMEMORATIVE AND STAMP BOOKLETS
2011 (18 Apr). Gothic Art.
CSB110 €6.96 One pane Nos. 4949/60

STANLEY GIBBONS CATALOGUE SUPPLEMENT September 2011

1158 Club Emblem
1150 Zakumi
(championship mascot)

1145 Decorated Wall

2010 (7 Jan). Chachapoya Culture. Kuélap
Fortress. Sheet 100×120 mm containing
T 1145 and similar vert designs showing
stone walls. Multicoloured. Paper with
fluorescent fibres. . P 13½.
MS2681 $3×3, Type 1145; Main entrance;
Corner made of large flat stones

2010 (6 Sept). World Cup Football
Championships, South Africa.. Sheet
135×95 mm containing T 1150 and
similar vert designs. Multicoloured. Paper
with fluorescent fibres. P 13½.
MS2688 $10×4, Type 1150; Championship
emblem; Trophy; Player heading ball

2010 (24 Sept). Colegio Nacional de Iquitos
Football Club. Paper with fluorescent
fibres. P 13½.
2701 1158
$3 multicoloured

1164 Club Emblem

2010 (11 Oct). Alianza Lima Football Club.
Paper with fluorescent fibres. P 13½.
2709 1164
$3 multicoloured

1159 Windsurfing (inscr ‘VELA’
(sailing))

2010 (27 Sept). Adventurous Sports. Paper
with fluorescent fibres. P 13½.
2702 1159
$3 multicoloured

1146 Roadway, Barrier and Transit
Route

2010 (22 June). Transport. Metropolitano
(bus rapid transit line, Lima). T 1146 and
similar horiz design. Multicoloured. Paper
with fluorescent fibres. P 13½.
2682
$2 Type 1146
a. Pair. Nos. 2682/3
2683
$2 Buses using transit route
Nos. 2682/3 were printed, se-tenant, in
horizontal pairs within the sheet, each pair
forming a composite design

1151 San Francisco
Solano

2010 (8 Sept). 400th Death Anniv of Francisco
Sánchez-Solano Jiménez (San Francisco
Solano) (Franciscan friar). Paper with
fluorescent fibres. P 13½.
2689 1151 40c. multicoloured
Nos. 2690/1 and Type 1152 are left for Dogs,
issued on 8 September 2010, not yet received

1160 Club Emblem

1165 Retablo (cajones
sanmarcos) (Jesús
Urbano Rojas), Ayacucho

2010 (15 Oct). Peruvian Craftmanships. T 1165
and similar vert designs. Multicoloured.
Paper with fluorescent fibres. P 13½.
2710
$2 Type 1165
2711
$2 Polychrome stone carving
(Fidel Barrientos Bustos),
La Procession San Pedro,
Apurimac
2712
$2 La Virgen del Pino (statue)
(Antonio Olave Palomino),
Cusco

2010 (1 Oct). Melgar Football Club. Paper with
fluorescent fibres. P 13½.
2703 1160
$3 multicoloured

1166 Frédéric Chopin
1161 Anguloa virginalis
1147 Musical Instruments

2010 (6 Sept). Day of Afro-Peruvian Culture.
T 1147 and similar horiz design.
Multicoloured. Paper with fluorescent
fibres. P 13½.
2684
10c. Type 1146
a.. Pair. Nos. 2684/5
2685
10c. Afro-Peruvian museum, Lima
Nos. 2684/5 were printed, se-tenant, in
horizontal pairs within the sheet, each pair
forming a composite design

1153 Gustavo Pons
Muzzo

2010 (13 Sept). Gustavo Pons Muzzo
(historian) Commemoration. Paper with
fluorescent fibres. P 13½.
2692 1153 50c. multicoloured

2010 (4 Oct). Orchids. Sheet 107×112 mm
containing T 1161 and similar horiz
designs. Multicoloured. Paper with
fluorescent fibres. P 13½.
MS2704 $3×4, Type 1161; Masdevallia
pernix; Stanhopea marizaiana; Telipogon
campoverdi
No. MS2704 is cut around in a circle with an
extended lower badge

(Recess and litho)
2010 (16 Oct). Birth Bicentenary of Frédéric
François Chopin. Paper with fluorescent
fibres. P 13½.
2713 1166
$3 multicoloured

1154 Javier Pérez de Cuéllar

1148 Rebeca Carrión
Cachot

2010 (6 Sept). 50th Death Anniv of
Rebeca Carrión Cachot (historian and
archaeologist). Paper with fluorescent
fibres. P 13½.
2686 1148 40c. multicoloured

2010 (16 Sept). 90th Birth Anniv of Javier Pérez
de Cuéllar y de la Guerra (diplomat and
Secretary-General of the United Nations,
1982-1991). Paper with fluorescent fibres.
P 13½.
2693 1154 50c. black and brown-red
Nos. 2694/7 and Type 1155 are left for
Viceroys, issued on 17 September 2010, not
yet received
Nos. 2698/9 and Type 1156 are left for
Culture, issued on 20 September 2010, not
yet received

1162 Thalassocnus littoralis

2010 (7 Oct). Pre-historic Animal Fossils. Sheet
80×100 mm. Paper with fluorescent
fibres. P 13½.
MS2705 1162 $10 multicoloured

1167 Reverse of Seated
Liberty

2010 (18 Oct). Seated Liberty 1 sol Coin
(1863). Sheet 80×100 mm. Paper with
fluorescent fibres. P 13½.
MS2713 1167 $3 multicoloured

1168 Tiger
1163 Child enclosed in
Water Droplet (second
place)
1157 Jorge Chávez, Blériot XI
Aircraft and Alps
1149 Virgen de Chapi

2010 (6 Sept). 400th Anniv of Arequipa
Diocese. Paper with fluorescent fibres.
P 13½.
2687 1149
$2 multicoloured

G.S.M. September 2011

(Recess and litho)
2010 (23 Sept). Centenary of Jorge Chávez’s
Flight (first person to fly across the Alps).
Paper with fluorescent fibres. P 13½.
2700 1157
$2 multicoloured

2010 (11 Oct). Winning Designs in Painting
Competition ‘Cuidemos el Agua’. T 1163
and similar vert design. Multicoloured.
Paper with fluorescent fibres. P 13½.
2707
$2 Type 1163
2708
$2 Figure sweeping rubbish
under water, watched by eyes
in the sky (first place)

2010 (20 Oct). Chinese New Year. Year of the
Tiger. T 1168 and similar horiz design.
Multicoloured. Paper with fluorescent
fibres. P 13½.
2714
20c. Type 1168
a. Pair. Nos. 2714/15
2715
20c. Emblem and tiger looking over
left shoulder
Nos. 2714/15 were printed, se-tenant, in
vertical pairs within the sheet, each pair
forming a composite design
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PERU (PT. 20)
June 2010
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1169 Suillus luteos

2010 (22 Oct). Fungi. T 1169 and similar
vert design. Multicoloured. Paper with
fluorescent fibres. P 13½.
2716
$6 Type 1169
a. Pair. Nos. 2716/17
2717
$6 Pleurotus cornucopiae
Nos. 2716/17 were printed, se-tenant in
horizontal pairs within the sheet, each pair
forming a composite design

RUSSIA (PT. 10)
March 2011

3027 N.N. Zubov and Sadko (icebreaker) (image
scaled to 71% of original size)

(Des A. Drobyshev)
2010 (12 Aug). 125th Birth Anniv of Nikolay
Zubov
(naval officer, hydrographer,
oceanologist and Arctic explorer). P
12×12½.
7709 3027 12r. multicoloured

(Des V. Beltyukov)

3028 Woman and Mounted
Cossack (Don)

3024 Sea and Dunes (image scaled to 64% of
original size)

(Des A. Povarikhin. Litho and varnish)

1171 Circuito Magico del
Agua, Lima

2010 (28 Oct). Tourism. T 1171 and similar
vert design. Multicoloured. Paper with
fluorescent fibres. P 13½.
2719
$3 Type 1171
2720
$3 Laguna del Parque, Huascar
(Huascar Park Lagoon)

(Des O. Ivanova)
2010 (10 Sept). 75th Birth Anniversary of
Gherman Stepanovich Titov (cosmonaut
and youngest person to fly in space). P
13½.
7715 3032 10r.50 multicoloured

2010 (14 July). Regions of the Russian
Federation (16th issue). Horiz designs as
T 2651. Multicoloured. P 12×12½.
7700 10r.50 Locomotive and monument,
Bryansk region
7701 10r.50 Mounment to SholemAleichem, Birobidzhan,
hill with TV aerial, on river
Bira, Menorah fountain and
Birobidzhan railway station,
Jewish Autonomous Regions

1170 Cabezas Clavas de
Chavin

2010 (25 Oct). Archaeology. Sheet 80×100
mm. Paper with fluorescent fibres. P 13½.
MS2718 1170 $10 multicoloured

3032 G. S. Titov

2010 (26 July). World Heritage Site. Kurshskaya
(Curonian Spit) National Park. T 3024
and similar horiz design. Multicoloured.
P 13½.
7702
15r. Type 3024
a. Strip. Nos. 7702/3 puls label
7703
15r. Small tree, dunes, forest
and sea
Nos. 7702/3 were printed, se-tenant, in
horizontal strips of two stamps surrounding a
central label, the whole forming a composite
design
The right of No. 7702, the central label and
left of No. 7703 are varnished to give a ripple
effect of sand dunes

3034 Bogoyavleniya Church and
Yarosav the Wise (statue)

(Des V. Beltyukov)

(Des O. Ivanova)

2010 (20 Aug). History of Russian Cossacks.
Sheet 160×100 mm containing T 3028
and similar vert designs. Multicoloured.
P 12×12½.
MS7710 12r.×3, Type 3028; Woman holding
horse and Cossack holding sword (Kuban);
Cossack couple and grazing horse (Tersk)

2010 (10 Sept). Yaroslavl Millenary. Sheet
92×75 mm. Self-adhesive. Die-cut perf
10½.
MS7716 3034 50r. multicoloured

3035 Jubilee Bridge over River Volga, Yaroslavl
(image scaled to 72% of original size)

(Des A. Moskovets)

3029
Vladivostok

(Des O. Ivanova)
2010 (27 Aug). Arms. T 3029 and similar vert
design. Multicoloured. P 12×12½.
7711
7r.70 Type 3029
7712 10r.50 Yaroslavl

2010 (15 Sept). Bridges. T 3035 and similar
horiz designs. Multicoloured. P 12×12½.
7717
9r. Type 3035
7718
10r. Viaduct over River Matsesta,
Sochi
7719
11r. Bridge over Moscow canal,
Khlebnikovo, Moscow region
7720
12r. Bridge across Kola Bay,
Murmansk

1172 Christmas Tree

2010 (2 Nov). Christmas. Paper
fluorescent fibres. P 13½.
2721 1172 $10 multicoloured

with
3036 Coin with Alexander II
Monogram, 1855

3025 Woman’s Headdress
(Kalfak)

(Des O. Yakovleva. Litho, embossed and gold
foil die-stamped)

(Des K. Betredinova)
2010 (30 July). Headdresses of Tatarstan. T
3025 and similar vert designs showing
headdresses. Multicoloured. P 11½×12.
7704
11r. Type 3025
7705
11r. Woman’s embroidered cap
and scarf (Kattashi)
7706
11r. Woman’s fur hat and scarf
(Kamchat burek)
7707
11r. Man’s embroidered cap
(Tyubeteika)

3030 The Fresh Wind. The Volga (image scaled to
40% of original size)

(Des O. Ivanova)
2010 (30 Aug). 150th Birth Anniv of Isaac
Ilyich Levitan (artist). Sheet 102×82 mm.
P 12½×12.
MS7713 3030 25r. multicoloured

2010 (22 Sept). 150th Anniv of Bank of
Russia . Sheet 110×130 mm containing
T 3036 and similar square designs.
Multicoloured. P 12½.
MS7721 10r. Type 3036; 15r. Silver 1 Ruble
(with Nicholas II),1895; 20r. Revese of silver
50 kop., 1924; 25r. Reverse of gold (with
George the Victorius),2006
No. 7722 and Type 3037 are left for Census,
issued on 14 October 2010, not yet received

1173 Arms

2010 (5 Nov). America. Patriotic Symbols.
Multicoloured. Paper with fluorescent
fibres. P 13½.
2722
$5 Type 1173
2723
$5 Flag

3026 Monastery Buildings

(Des A. Moskovets)

1174 Merry Weather Steam Pump
(1860)

G.S.M. September 2011

2010 (2 Aug). Ferapontov Monastery. Sheet
75×81 mm. P 12½×12.
MS7708 3026 30r. multicoloured
No. MS7708 was die-cut around the design

3031 Monument to
Returning Soldiers

(Des A. Moskovets)
2010 (2 Sept). 65th Anniv of the End of World
War II. P 11½.
7714 3031 15r. multicoloured
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2010 (5 Dec). 150th anniv of Volunteer
Firefighters Corps of Peru. T 1174 and
similar horiz design. Multicoloured. Paper
with fluorescent fibres. P 13½.
2724
$6 Type 1174
a. Pair. Nos. 2724/5
2725
$6 Modern Pierce Contender
firefighting appliance
Nos. 2724/5 were printed, se-tenant, in
horizontal pairs within the sheet, each pair
forming a composite design

